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The Life of Ma Parker

ker cleaned every Tuesday,
hose flat old Ma Par ;
When the literary genl}:mahné :sked after her grandson. Ma Parker stood on
door to her thal mom“ EL-H d she stretched out her hand to help her gentleman shu
inside the dark little hall, yesterday, sir.” Poor old bird. She did look he

: ied him _
hetore she WPI'EI’;”:E&, Iiua,ri.ﬁ.sq.;c]:e55.' he said. Ma Parker gave no answer. She be
| hope the funera .

f to the kitchen. ' : b
and hobbled Oa whole book to describe the state of that kitchen. During the week t

- led the tea leaves now and again
wid" for himself. That is to say, he emptied . _
genﬂe{m:'r;edlfr Iflz;t |l::u rpose, and if he ran out of clean fork's, he wiped over one or two
{a:j‘ Srherwi se, as he explained to his friends, his ‘system’ was quite simple, and he
u‘:xdersland why people made all this fuss about housekeeping.

You simply dirty everything you've got, get someone in once a week to clean up, and the
thing's done.

The result looked like a gigantic dustbin. Even the floor was littered with toast crusts, eny
cigaretie ends. But Ma Parker bore him no grudge. She pitied the poor gentleman for avi
no one to look after him. Out of the smudgy little window you could see an immense expar
ol sad-looking sky. and whenever there were clouds, they looked very worn, old clouds, fr:
al the edges, with holes in them or dark stains like tea.

While the water was heating, Ma Parker began sweeping the floor. Yes,” she thought, as
broom knocked, ‘what with one thing and another I've had my share of misfortune. I've ha
Even the neighbours said that of her. Many a time hobbling home,
the corner, or leaning over their fences, say among th

Parker It was true and she wasn't in the lea

It would take
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Test 1

Part 6

You are going to read an article about a man who is an expert at using a Yo-yo. §;
o:tence-s have been removed from the article. Complete the gaps [37'4zi in th
\fv?th the sentences A-G. There is one extra sentence that you do
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SPIN DOCTOR —

In his youth, Lawrence Sayegh dreamt of
performing in vaudeville, but his career took
a different spin. He became nine-time world
champion and international master trickster
of ... the yo-yo. He has wowed audiences in 24
countries, most states of the US and on countless
film and television screens. Today, at 64, he is still
spinning, much to everyone’s delight,

Sayegh says he was searching for a sport when
he found the yo-yo. ‘| was too short for basketball,
too light for football, too nervous for baseball,” he
says. When the Duncan Yo-Yo Company
began holding neighbourhood competitions in the
1940s, he won every contest within biking distance
of his home. He became S0 good that Duncan
eventually barred him from the contests,

His parents, however, were sceptical of their son's
talent. ‘They were both born in Damascus. They
had 3 mom-and-pop grocery store and were very
much of the old schogl- work, work, work: make
something of yourself,” he says. The yo-yo didn't
>€em to offer a career path for Larry. But after
he graduated from high school, the president of
Buncan Yo-Yo contacted Sayegh and offered him a
job.

Duncan sent its new recruit off to demonstrate the
company’s product in the South and Southwest
of the United States, and in Europe. In 1952, the
company showed Sayegh off at a press conference
in Paris. At the time, Sayegh says, the yo-yo
was even more popular in Europe than in the
us. He was a huge hit, Actualités, the
French newsreel played in movie houses before

the feature, filmed Sayegh and his yo.-
settings all argund Paris and Put him ¢
over the country.
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f business and the Contest foldeq m:h-
the company, he won EVery year. In 1958 Forg
Motor Company demonstrateq
unbeatably smooth ride to Prospective buyers in
Australia by filming Sayegh, YO-¥0s spinning, atop
the roof of 3 moving car in Tasmania. Today, he can
still carry on 3 conversation while tessing yo-yos
with both hands in elaborate cenfigurations - 3n4
he can nestle 3 Yo-yo into your shirt pocket from

across the room with a flick of hic wrist.

When Duncan Yo-Yo went out of business, Sayegh
began manufacturing yo-yos of his own patented
design. He embeds six weights on each side to
give them balanced mass for good momentum and
links the halves with 3 maple-wood axle.
He runs the shop alone and has produced more
than a million yo-yos, all of which he has sold
throaugh private shows and television appearances,

These days, the yo-yo is enjoying a resurgence
in popularity and children are showing off their
spinning skills in malls from Seattle to Saydi
Arabia. [&2] | Fifty per cent in My shop and fifty
per cent doing shows. This is nice, quiet solitude,’
he says, surveying his factory domain. ‘0p the
other side, it's hectic all over the place.’
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Readfng and Use of English

lso be the only personinthe  F There, he de - vl
mﬂ two yo-yos flying Monstrated tricks of his

A ho ca own devising, with such

| A i . . i 9. such names as

. "i{;m d'[ffere”‘ directions while doing Pistol Petg and ‘Overhand Crossfire’,
fr;e et both of which involved two yo-yos and

multiple crossings of the strings.

himself living in what he

t of both worlds. G His assembly line, a mesmerising
contraption of bicycle parts, sewing-
machine parts and industrial castoffs,

ced he should take it. allows him to single-handedly turn
lyagr out one brightly coloured plastic yo-yo

every forty-five seconds.

53_\'9gh findS

-alls the bes

¢ The fami

p It wasn't always obvious he had this

skill.

£ But from the beginning, he seeme_d to
nave a special knack for the spinning
toy on @ string.
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Part 7

A

 going to read an article about four people who have taken
r each of the questions 43-52, choose one of the peopl
‘the people more than once.

up a hObbYur

-

ch person

hinks their interest is becoming more popular?

K says they never used to think they would be good at an activity?

ys their interest requires a lot of practice?
says other people have liked their work?
says they find another activity difficult?

‘took up an activity because of a friend?

1ey will benefit from using different equipment?
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SCap R WBRIRARETS'



peveloping your Talents

How a hobby or interest can transform live
. es.

C Grayson Collins

(in arﬂey
0 : 4
A e Aw mwrf"" - a;’l cudlppioin e Believe it or not, I'm a buil
g h° iy pnmente me on my work and the most ||k¢-ry'f,| { huilder by profession, not
Df‘ﬂplpn e | shﬂl'm develop my talent. But dancer Whn; : yecupations for an amateur
; tel =1 o | was .
eay'd oun eople, & Qrowing up, Ne .
P\Hf'n hWap yens e dg = o family showed any lnlarnle lflpd :b’-'d'f e
0 ut 10 one side as we struggle wasn't any different Tha:r all era -cmg a1
£ -hanged when
Karen and | got married. Karen is mad about

erests a_::pm“ cubjects of start to take an
gith qI\f"."- Anyway, | never really did any
e nany years. | sometimes picked
aper and did some drawing,

en then. + was only to kill time. Then a
~suaded M€ to go to evening

a couple of hours

me™ . with him- it was only
gave me the chance to do
no distractions.

K but 118
d there were
If. | don’t think I'll ever
t the reason

come
) J 05r|ﬁg m'y'Se
rom it put that's no

g aboul five years ago when | did

t my local college. | then spent
writing part-time at
otographer and in
are similarities.

ggried writin
e ghort course e
; year studying creative
gversity. | ysed to be 3 ph

some ways the two activities sh
Writers are always observing everyday events.

naping to get an idea for their next story, much
ke 2 photographer is always looking for that
great shot. Today, writers have the chancé to
ei-gublish and there’s no barrier to getting
:Ur; novel into the hands of readers. Because
. s, more and more people aré taking up
m"’;es"?me say the drawback is you don’t
i ;Zsfacuon of a publisher saying your
e, t’w.wu::u.:gh for them to publish. But
Pk, ghor’ your book and the feedback 15
that’s all the praise you need.

Latin dancing and we started going to classes
together. I'd never done it before S0 w;a -m-;:-
put into separate groups but | discovered | h:;;ur;
a talent for it. The teacher reckons | have ;
natural rhythm and feel for Latin dancing. Tf—*iat
t comes easily. | have 1o do the
e | get them right

tines, especially
wife.

doesn’t mean i
dances again and again befor
but | enjoy learning new rou
now |'m dancing in the same group as my
I'm trying to get my friends to take it up as well.
| know they'd enjoy themselves if they gave it

atry.
Sophie Macpherson

| started designing websites about Six years
ago. At first it was just @ hobby but | found
myself enjoying it. it's the blend of design
along with the need for a mathematical &ye for
coding that appeals to me. It comes naturally
to me, unlike the guitar, which I've been trying
to play for years with little success- Qver time
| found myself getting quite 3 few jobs, and

ugh time to

before | knew it | didn’t have eno
y full-time job. S0

do both web design and M
| left my job and set up my own pusiness. I've
ut a business loan to invest in
d software. Hopefully. it will
enable me t0 take my design skills to @ higper
level. | think I'm lucky. I'm doing a job 1 enjoy:
m get by and I'm able
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