End of the year revision

A Different Guided Tour

Guided tours are ot a vew phevomevon, In every major tourist city, you can spot groups
of sightseers following a guide, who carries a colourful umbrella or wears an easily visible
hat to ensure that vio one becomes lost. They see the highlights of the city, all happily
taking the same photos and eating at the same restaurants. The only other customers
are, like themselves, visitors from overseas, as locals know they can eat better food much
more cheaply elsewhere,

Of course, such tours are popular becanse most people want +o see the same iconic sights
and take photographs of themselves there. However, a vew type of tour company is
Springing up, since some people want to discover hidden secrets rather than famous
landmarks, These new tours are often rum oy locals who talk about wihy they consider +he
city to be their home.

Here are +wo examples of the kinds of +ours on offer. WMost people who visit Teeland want
to see the geysers, black sand beaches and waterfalls. As an alternative, one company is
offering tours of the capital Reykavik which focus on the economic erash in 2009 that
led to all three of the country’s main banks going bankrupt. It is a fascinating tour, not
omly for those with aw interest in fivance, bt for anyone who wants to find out about the
country and its people. The tour is free for childrew, but probably wot very interestivg for
them.

In Prague, where the main square and Charles Bridge can become almost impassable in
the summer owing to the large vambers of visitors, you can book a +our of some of the
city's less visited spots, all of which are led by people who have, at ene time or another,
beev homeless. As they guide +heir small groups aroumd the city, they tell Hheir own stories
as well as point out interesting places umknown +o most visitors,

while such tours are popular, they do wot attract sufficient nambers of +ourists +o
travsform the areas they visit into overcrowded tourist sights, Instead, the visitors
blend into the neighbourhiceds they visit and perhaps receive a better and wore realistic
understanding of the city they are visiting,

QUESTIONS
L. READING COMPREHENSION,
Choose TRUE or FALSE,

1. For the majerity of tourists, a traditional guided +our goes +o the places they
want to see.
2. The “crash four” won't be of interest +o people uvivterested in finavce.
3. If vou take the tour in Prague, you can be sure that vou will be led by someone
who is currently homeless.
4. The writer is worried about the effect the new type of tours may have on the
neighbourhoods +hey visit.
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IT. LEXICON

Find words or phrases in the text that mean the same as these given.
e SEE cawemes
2. major points of interest ..wuiunn
3., available o buy or Use ...
4, becaunse of ...

IIT. USE OF ENGLISH
Rewrite the following sewtences starting with the words givew:
1. We missed our +our becaunse we didv't leave the lhotel on Hime.

2. All Hhe tourists are amazed at these sights.
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3. Altheugh i+ was snowing heavily, we decided +o drive on the moterway.
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4, The guide told us seme interesting facts about this neighbourhosd.
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5. T am sorry L didv't joiv you ov the tour.
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G. You won't get a table if you don’t boek in advance.
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