Reading comprehension

his fans - is one of the most interesting characters in sport
today. When playing tennis, Rafa ks fierce; fearless and confident.
Sports jourpalists describe Hm as looking like an angry bull o
court - eyebrows raised, lips curded, eyes buming a hole in his
oppeneat, Yet, off court, Rafais shy, sentcitive and uncertain. He is
afrald of dogs. spiders, and thunder and lightning, He i even
afrald of sleeping In the dark!
It seems strange that a 6ft 1in, 85kg muscular athlete who Is so
confident on court, could be so unsure in real life. Rafa, the tennis
player, b famous far his meatal wughness, physical strength and
aqoressive playing style. His epponents know he will fight for every
single point., H fans love the fact that he never gives up, However,
the olf-court Rafa k gentle and modest. Everyone who meets him
says the same thing: he is ‘ecucado’, 25 they say [n Spanich, Not £
much edutated in the formal sense (Rafa left school when he
turned professional at 15), but educated in manners and character,
Rafa is polite and respectful 1o everyone he meets. indead, even
though Rafa &5 one of the best players in tennks history, he s
probably the most humble No. 1 the game has ever known,
Rafa's fans akso love his distinctive style. When Rafa first started
playing professional tennis, he wore bagay, sleeveless shirts (that
were always in very vivid colours), thiee-guarter length trousers and
banganas. Sports journalists said he looked like a piratel No other
player dressed like him. These days, Rafa sports a more traditional
style. He wears a pola shirt and shorts cut above the knee - just ke
the rest of the players on tour. But he is st/ll distinctive. His shirts-are
almost slways tight-fitting. Ha also wears tennis shoes that have his
nickname "Rafa” on the right shoe and a picture of 3 bull on the left,
Yab, aven during the early days of his 2areer when he dressed <0
distinctively on courl, Rafa has always dressed normally - even
conservatively « off court. Rafa‘s eweryday dothes ane shirts and V-
neck sweaters. At parties he often wears a blazer. Rafa’s dual
F.e-;g;r;,mlity and style hae abways beon ane of the maost appaaling
things about himl

without a light on.

Rafa often gets into fights with opponents when
he loses a single point

Rala has been playing tennis since the age of 156,

Al the start of hle carcer, sports journalists didn't
think Rala dressed |ike & tennis player.

Nowadays, Rafa wears sports clothes that more
reflect his off-court style.
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