Reading and Use of English

1 You will read a newspaper article about five actors
at the beginning of their careers. Before you read,
discuss this question in pairs.

* What are the advantages and disadvantages of
working as an actor?

2 Read questions 1-10 and underline the main idea in
each guestion.

Which actor

believes actors must be ready to accept
negative comments?

feels that they have learned a lot from 2/
people already working in the theatre
and TV?

saysthat listening to other people's 38
suggestions improves their acting? E

has always been excited by having people -
watching their acting?

had planned to enter a different profession
before training to become an actor?

prefers working in theatre rather than in r_‘
cinema or television?

did not want to work outside the theatre 3
initially?

faels worried about performing in front of 8/ 4
some important people?

griginally tried to train as an actor 2 -J
somewhere else?

wasn't so interested in acting in the theatre j
initially?

(e

Now read the newspaper article, For questions 1-18
choose from the people A-E.

Many of the sections may say quite similar things.

B You will have ta read carefully to decide which section
- answers the Clu‘:“;illon ﬂxaﬂtlj'.

Starti ng off Guess difficult words from the context when you think

it will help you to answer a guestion.

Underline phrases in the texts which give you the

answers and check them against the questions.

—_—
——
"y 1 Work in groups. Look at the photos and compare
i these different types of star. Talk about:

* income/money

* preparation and training

s |ength of career

s the advantages and disadvantages of being famous. * Have you ever performed in public {e.g. acting,
speaking in public, dancing, doing a sport]?

 How did you feel about the experience? What did y=
enjoy about it? What did you dislike?

4 Work in groups.

2 If you could be a star, what sort of star would you
like to be? Why?
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e curtains open in the theatre as a group of young actors make
tieir way on to the stage. These are some young Edinburgh-based
Actors doing the final performance of their drama course,

Scott Hoatson

g2-year-old Scott is already a step ahead of his classmates, as he
s been offered a year-long contract with the National Theatre
M Scotland’s under-26 Lheatre oroup. He was discovered by
Bmeone from the theatre while performing in plays in Edinburgh
and St Andrews, but he admits the students’ final performance
i front of directors and agents is still nerve-wracking. »It's so
fmportant for all of us. The fact that there are artistic directors

om the big theatres who come to watch makes it such a big
Nppartunity. There’s so much happening in Scotland at the
ent. There are a lot of opportunities up here, so it makes
gense to stay closer to home. When 1 started the course, [ thought
hat stage acting was the only thing 1 wanted to do, but now |
to do everything 1 can — whether it’s on stage, TV, film or

B 14

) Kim Gerard

i1-year-old Kim got her first taste of performing as a ballet
dancer when she was Just two and has been hooked on performing
ever since. Although her ballet days are now behind her, she

admits that it gave her a great introduction te the profession. "1t
was just =o exhilarating to get up on stage and perform in front
of an audience. Acting is the only thing that [ have ever really
wanted to do, and this course has let me do my training close to
wme. Even though 1'd done some theatre before, 1 always wanted
wget into TV. [ really liked the idea of being a famous, well-paid
IV star in a drama series. But now, I've realised acting on stage

s just as good.”

) Allan Scott-Douglas

Although 23-year-old Allan has been interested

in performing since his early teens, it was only in
his second year of a primary teaching degree at
Edinburgh University that he decided to pursue

a career as an actor. | kind of got into it by
accident,” he admits. ™I was more of a singer, but

I ended up doing musical theatre and absolutely
loved it. I'm pretty much apen to anything. [ suppose
my heart will always belong to theatre, as there's a
live audience there in front of you, but the film and
TV work we've done has been great fun too, so 1'd
love to do some more. If you want to achieve your
ambitions as a young acter, you've got to go whers
the work is. If 1'm offered a job down in London,
there's no way 1'd ever be able to turn it down,”

L) Romana Ahercromhy

26-year-old Romana says she gol involved with a lot
of drama productions when she was still at schoal.
“When [ left school, I realised that it was the only
thing 1 wanted to do. I tried applying to drama
schools down in London, but after being rejected by
them, I took a year out to go travelling. This course
has given us so many useful skills and brought us into
contact with so many actors and directors who have
told us all about the industry. And we‘ve been able to
gain some experience with TV as wel| as stage acting,
which has been grzat. When It comes down to finding
work, if it's in Scotland, that’s great, but ['d love to
travel around, too.”

I3 Neil Thomas

20-year-old Neil was just seven years old when he
joined an after-school youth theatre company, which
gave him his first taste of acting on stage. [ went
once or twice a week and adored it,” he says. "I
was always keen to show off at school, so it was the
perfect outlet for me to perform properly, 1've had
the chance to do a lot of different types of acting,
and the training has been invaluable. 1t's intense,
but everyone knows that’s the nature of the career
and you have to be prepared. People will give you all
sorts of advice about your acting, which helps you
to strip away your bad habits. In our profession, you
have to be prepared for brutal crilicism, because
that’s what you’ll expect when you start working.”

Adapted from The Scotsman
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Vocabulary

1 Complete these extracts from Reading and Use of
English Part 7 by writing a word or phrase from the
box in the correct form in the gaps.

achieve gain offer pursue tum it down

| .. itwas only in his second year of a primary
| teaching degree at Edinburgh University that he
= decided to (1) .....coun @ CAFeEY @5 an actor.

If you want 1o {2) .o your ambitions as a
young actor, you've got to go where the work is. If
| R ) I— a job down in London, there’s no
8 way I'deverbe ableto (4) ...

o And we've been able to (5) ... SOME
| experience with TV as well as stage acting, which
has been great.

2 @ Complete these groups of collocations by writing
an ambition, a career, experience or a job in the gaps.

1 gain/ get/ have / lack i
2 apply for{ find / leave / look for / offer / turn down

3 abandon / build / launch / make / pursue / start out on

4 abandon / achieve / fulfill f have / realise ..mieien

3 Complete Dean's story by writing a verb from
Exercise 2 in the correct form in the gaps. For
some gaps, more than one answer may be possib

I've always enjoyed performing in front of
people and Id like to (1) ... .. & career
as an actor. If I could (2) .. my first
ambition of going to drama school, I'd

(3) .. the knowledge and experience
which is needed if I'm going to (4) ...
a job in the theatre Acting is a very
competitive profession, and you have to
(5) ... YOUT career step by step until,
hopefully, a well-known
director recognises your
talent and {6} ..o

you a job which really

(7) .o FOUT CATEET ON
the stage.

4 Work in pairs, Tell each other about your
ambitions and the careers each of you would
like to follow.

5 (‘) Candidates often confuse these words;
play, performance and aciing; audience, public
and spectators; scene and stage. Circle the
correct word in ifalics in each of these sentenc
Then check by looking at the text in Reading
and Use of English Part 7 again.

He was discovered by comeane from the theatre
while performing in (1) plays / performances in
Edinburgh and 5t Andrews, but he admits the
stuclents’ final (2) acting / performance in front of
diractors and agents is still nerve-wracking.

When | started the course, | thought that stage
(3) acting / playing was the only thing | wanted 1o

It was just so exhilarating to get up on (4) stage
scene and perform in front of (5) a public / an
audience.
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Head the definitions on page 184 and look at the Gra mmar
rhotoes. Then complete each of these sentences by
writing one of the words or phrases in the gaps in

the correct form. Use each word only once. 1 @ Caidatited sl b it i s G whion

! The garden in all its glory is now open to Ihepblc.., saying where something is located. Complete these
2 He wrote his |atest................ in under six weeks. sentences from Rea{]ing and Use of Eng]jsh Part 7 by
3 The ‘thing | enjoy most about ..o is the chance writing the correct preposition in the gaps.
: = i M . lgation: 1 The curtains open ........ the theatre ...
2 She gave a SUPErD e as Lady Macbeth. b .
s : > 2 He was discovered by someone from the theatre while
S The s were clearly delighted with the S <

performing in plays............ Edinburgh ...

cerformance.

i 3 ... now | want to do everything | can - whether it's
& The actor forgot what he was supposed to say in the g

____________ -stage, TV, film or radio’

3 '-nal ;,}{ L_he play. e LG 4 Romana says she got involved with a lot of drama
he show ended with all the performers singing on ; ;
- productions when she was still _______ school.
oo IO y 5 ... itwasonly in his second year of a primary teaching
2 He broke the world £00-metres record in front of over d o S :
S , egree ..., Edinburgh University that he decided to
40,000 cheering e .

pursue a career as an actor.

Z page 172 Language reference: Preposttions — at, inand on to
audience express location

2 @ Write the correct preposition in the gaps in
these sentences written by candidates in the exam,

1 Every morning, we got up early and went to walk

e T TROUNTRINS.

Every year, many people are injured ... the roads

because of bad driving.

3 1 am studying English ..ecce school, and a spell in your
country would be a great chance for me to improve,

4 | think that your cinema is the best .. the city.

5 lwas alone .......... home, my parents were ... 8
party and my sister was ............ a friend’s house.

& Despite spending two hours a day commuting, | prefer
li¥ing s the outskirts of London.

7 The seaside is the ideal place for a family holiday
because children can swim............. the sea as well as
play .o the beach.

8 Our next destination was Italy, where we spent one

(%]

week ... the seaside.
9 The journey was a good one, and | met an old friend
e T8 I,
10 You can waste a lot of time ... @ car ... traffic
jams,
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Listening

1 Work in pairs. You are going to hear a student called
Julie giving a talk to students in her year about the
time her father was on a television quiz show. Before
you listen, read the sentences and decide:

o what sort of information you need in each gap (a
person, a number, type of transport, etc.)

o what sort of word(s) could go in each gap (noun,
adjective, verb, etc).

Ten minutes of fame

A TV producer invited Julie’s aunt to the quiz show
while she was working in the (1) e
helonging to the family.

She didn’t go because she was worried that she would

b 100 (2) e L0 ANSWET DY qUEstions.

Julie's father nsed a (3) o 10 travel to the

show.

When he went to the show, he forgot to wear a

(4)

He prepared for the show by leaming large numbers

of (5) .. ene. from the newspapers.

The contestants were asked to wail in the
(O} cnpe

e for the show to begin.

He competed against a (7) s mmeme - 8 bus

driver and a hank emplovee.

The contestants were asked questions on

L

veeeee tluring the show.

The show was broadcast almost (D) cemsmae
after it was recorded.
Julie’s father won a (10) .. . anie] & loy

r-]nph anl.

2 DZ Listen and, for questions 1-10, complete the
sentences with a short word of phrase.

Be careful to choose the right information from what
you hear, e.q. if you need to wiite a type of animal
in the gap, the speaker will probably mention other
animals which are not the correct answer.

Write exactly the word(s) you hear without changing
them in any way.

Read the completed sentences to make sure the worcs
fit grammatically and match what the speaker said.
Make sure you haven't repeated ideas expressed
elsewhere in the text.

Answer every question, even if you're not sure.

3 Work in groups.

* How would you feel if you were invited to take part
quiz programme?

* What would you like to win?

* Have you ever won anything ina competition?

Grammar

1 Look at these two sentences from Listening Part 2
What do you think Julie's aunt’s and sister’s exact
words were?

1 She said she was afraid she’'d get too nervous and be
unable to speak when they asked her questions!
a ‘I'm afraid I'l get too nervous and be unable to
speak when they ask me guestions!’
b ‘I'mafraid | got too nervous and was unable to so=
when they asked me questions!’
2 My elder sister, who was only 11 at the time, told het
she should ge because it was the chance of a lifetimé
a “You'll go because it's the chance of a lifetime.
b “You should go because it's the chance of a lifet

e page 173 Language reference: Repartad speech
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