The Greenhouse Effect

Some solar radiation
is reflected by the Some of the infrared radiation

Earth and the passes through the atmosphere,
J‘ atmosphere. Some is absorbed and re-emitted
; in all directions by greenhouse
> gas molecules. The effect of this
is to warm the Earth’s surface
and the lower atmosphere.

Most radiation is absefbed

by the Eal‘th'i surfar.:- Y jpare Infrared radiation
and warms it. o’ h's surface : is emitted by the
o e \ Earth’s surface.
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Certain gases, including |Gz ( CO2) ond I (CH4),
are transparent to most of the | of light arriving from the

sun but are relatively opaque to | o heat I, thus,

energy passes through the Earths atmosphere on arrival, is

converted to heat by absorption at the surface and in the

B ond is not easily re-| ] into space.
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