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H0pe for destitute children

By Fh@'ncrcr r Grimes

As every londoner knows,
lite con be hard for the
poor children who gother
on the dark streets of our
city. Many have no homes
or lamilies, and are left

o s|eep on 1?113 shraels,
Whenever the night is chilly,
some ol these children die
becouse of the cold, or
through lack of food.

However, one man is

doing his best lo improve
this dreadhd siate ot offairs
Thomas Barnardo came

to london from lrelond just
five yeors ogo, in 1866,
ond he was shocked by
the poverty and destilution
he saw on the cily streels.
He started a Ragged
School in the Eost End of
lendon in 1867, 1o help
deslitute children get a
basic education. This was

not enough for Barnordo
however. He soon realised
that school was not the only
thing missing om poor
children’s lives. They also
needed somewhere safe

1o live, ond enough food
1o eal.

Therefore, last year,
Barnardo opened a home
for destiluie boys, He often
goes out into the dangerous
slum areas in the East End

ol our city, ond looks for
children in need of o safe
heme. He old the Sepney
Gozatle: “At first | was
kean to moke sure that |
did not take in too many

boys, but | have recen
changed my mio
anged

thiz. | cgm
; wrjfk_ {)ﬂt‘nui&-
=0 hogic event happened
One night when the home
was full, o boy called |ohn
Somers, known as Carrols,
came locking for a bed. |
felt | had no choice except
1o turn him away. To my
shame, | loter heard that
Canols died two days
lQIE(, of hunger and cold.
Since then, | have never
turned cnother child oway.
The moho above the door
ot my home is now ‘No
Destitute Child Ever Refused
Admission”.”




