TEACHING TO THE WORLD FROM CENTRAL NEW JERSEY
By Mitchel

A few months ago,
just as the campus of
Princeton University
had grown nearlysilent
after commencement,
40,000 students from
113 countries arrived here via the Internet to
take a free course in introductory sociology.
The noncredit Princeton offering came about
through a collaboration between Coursera,

1l Duneier

Along with two Princeton students, our online
seminar included university students from Nepal,
Siberia, Iran, and Nigeria, a travel agent from
Georgia, a civil servant from Singapore, and a
fireman from Philadelphia. Their comments often
revealed precisely how American sociology’s
assumptions about social life need to be analyzed
and reconstructed in light of experiences
elsewhere.
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live exchanges via a video chat room, in which six
to eight students from around the world—some
selected from the online class, others volunteers
here at Princeton—participated with me in a
seminar-style discussion of the readings while
thousands of their online classmates listened in to
the live stream o to recordings later. During these
weekly sessions, I found that I was able to direct
the discussion to issues that had been raised in the
online postings.
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MAIN IDEAS

Reading One discusses professor Duneier’s feel

Mitchell Duncier is a professor of sociology at
Princeton University.

lea that your own race, nation, group, etc s better than any other; used in order to show

lings and concerns before, during, and

after his MOOC. Circle the sentence that best answers the question. Share your answers

with a partner.

1. Before: What was Professor Duneier’s biggest concern about teaching the online

course?

a. No one would laugh at his jokes or be able to make eye contact with him.

b. It might not be possible to provide quality education to students from more than

100 countries.

<. Students wouldn't do the reading or participate in the forums because the course

was free.

new course?

. During: How did student participation affect Professor Duneier’s feelings about his

a. Professor Duneier was overwhelmed by the number of student comments and so
wasn't sure what issues were important to the students.

b. Professor Duneier didn't know when students had a problem understanding him

because of the lack of interpersonal cues.

<. Student feedback influenced the direction Professor Duneier took in subsequent

video chats.

online teaching after teaching this course?

. After: What was the most important conclusion that Professor Duneier drew about

a. There were many benefits to online teaching that he would like to incorporate into

his on-campus classes.

b. It was a pale reflection of on-campus learning.

<. For some students, the choice was an online class or no class at all.

DETAILS

Read each statement. Decide if it is T (true) or F (false) according to the reading. Write the
number of the paragraph that supports your answer. If the statement is false, change it to
make it true. Discuss your answers with a partner.

T 1. Professor Duneier realized that teaching sociology to students from many different
societies would not be as easy as teaching them computer science.

2

paragraph:

2. Before the first class even had ended, it
questions that students were interested.
paragraph:

was obvious from the number of comments and

3. The fact that Professor Duneier recorded his lectures in an empty classroom made it

easy because no one would interrupt or
paragraph:

distract him.

4. Although it was impossible to answer all the student comments and questions, he did

answer the majority of them.
paragraph:

5. All the participants in the online seminar were Princeton students.

paragraph:

6. Because the course was delivered over the Internet, Professor Duneier felt disconnected

from his students.
paragraph:

7. Students in the class did not remain anonymous to each other.

paragraph:

8. Professor Duncier's next online course
paragraph:

will be in September.
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