FCE 10.2
Let’s continue with our look at future forms.

The first exercise is like one found in the reading portion of the FCE. You must select the sentence that
has been omitted from the text using context clues to help you. We have covered tips for completing
this exercise in previous lessons, but to review:

* Look both before and after each gap: Do not just read the sentence right before the gap; the
sentence immediately after the gap is often the one that gives away the real clue.

= Hunt for reference words: Watch out for pronouns (he, she, it, they, this, these) or names. Ask
yourself: "Who or what does 'they'refer to in the surrounding text?"

* Track linking words (linkers): Pay attention to connectors of contrast (however, on the other
hand), cause/effect (consequently, therefore), or time (meanwhile, afterwards).

* Tackle the easiest gaps first: Fill in the most obvious matches first so that you have fewer
remaining options for the trickier gaps.

Six sentences have been removed from the article. Choose from the sentences A-G the one
which fits each gap. There is one extra sentence, which you do not need to use.

It is often useful to underline . .
key words and phrases both in At the same time, the SFF accepts that NASA's missions could

the missing sentences and in bring other scientific benefits.

the text. Forexample, in Athe

time reference has been More than one such firm has developed impressive solutions for
underlined as well as phrases gefting into space and back cheaply.

that indicate the focus:
“missions” and “scientific Commercial activity such as this is what the private sector
benefits.” The most important should be doing.

word, it should be noted is
“other”. This means that inthe
previous sentence(s), scientific
benefits were mentioned or
listed.

However, the USA's priorities have changed in the 21st century.

[z B

Here again, private companies may well prove them wrong in
the very near future.

Look at B. The key words are:
“such firm” and “developed SpaceX is prepared fo meet this need — and at less than half
impressive solutions”. That the cost.

means that a company

developing solutions has been In an early article he wrote about the governmentowned space
offered as an example. program, he made the following observation.

It is crucial to pay attention to
clues such as these, which are often indicated by what | call “pointing words "—that, this, such,
another, etc. They are easily overlooked, so take yourtime and read carefully.

On the following page is a text with sentences removed. Write the letter of the sentence above that
fills the gap in the space provided.
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CHEAP ACCESS TO SPACE

‘Cheap’ is an importfant word in space 1ecﬁﬂo|ogy nowuduys and re-usable

rockets will be a key way of controlling costs. They will deliver things, bring stuff
back to Earth and then go up again, perhaps with machinery for a space factory,
or even carrying tourists. In the future, these space vehicles will be orbiiing the
Earth as efficiently as air freight carriers. There could be a billion-dollar market
in taking packages from one side of the planet to the other in an hour.

NASA, the governmentowned space
program, once aimed fo develop a reusable
rocket. (4] ] It plans to launch a manned
expedition to an asteroid by 2025 and since
this will require different technology, it is more
likely that people outside the NASA program
will develop re-usable rocket design.

Rick Tumlinson, cofounder of the Space
Frontier Foundation (SFF), has spent the past
two decades pushing for human exploration
and settlement of the solar system. Space
News magozine described him as one of
the 100 most influential people in the space
industry. Tumlinson has olways maintained
that businesses should get involved, and
views NASA as a bit of o dinosaur.

'25 years after the Wright brothers
flew a plane for the first time, people could
buy a commercial plane ficket, but 25 years
after landing on the Moon, we sat around
watching old astronauts on TV talking about
the good old days."

Using his high profile, Tumlinson is going
o try fo prove a point. Space is our destiny,
he says, so why not get on with if? He and
his colleagues encourage any business that
shares this aim. [ @] | For example, in
December 2010, SpoceX (Space Exploration
Technologies) launched their re-usable space
caopsule Dragon. After circling the planet
twice, it relurned with parachutes, landing
as planned in the Pacific Ocean. Tumlinson
immediately congratulated the company
on successtully completing the world's first
commercial orbital space flight and recovery,
saying, ‘This flight will go down in history as
a fumning point for the opening of space fo
regular people.’

While it was a significant technical
achievement for SpaceX as a company,
the flight was also highly significant for the
American taxpayer. With the refirement of

the Space Shutfle, the United States has an
urgent need for commercial manned space
flight. Uniil that happens, NASA will be
totally dependent on the Russian Soyuz to
carry asironouts to and from the International
Space Station, at a price of over $50 million
per seat. They submitted their
proposal to NASA just days after Dragon
refurned 1o Earth.

At one point, the SFF ran a survey on the
internet colled 'Cheap Access to Space’,
where it asked American taxpayers for their
opinions on the US space program and future
priorities for space transportation. Their own
view hos always been that it is impossible
for NASA to offer an ‘open frontier’. NASA
is ‘elitist and exclusive’, whereas the SFF
believes in opportunities for everyone: ‘a
future of endlessly expanding new choices’.
The SFF wants to see ‘irreversible human
settlement’ in space as soon as possible and
maintains that this is only going to happen
through free enterprise. It is inappropriate
for governmentsponsored astronauts fo be
constructing buildings and driving trucks.

SpaceX's achievements to date
demonstrate a willingness to make this
happen.

Once space transportation becomes
affordable, mass space travel will be
possible. Many people believe that by 2025
space tourism will have become a viable
industry. However, US government officials
don't really see a future for space tourism.
David Ashford, Managing Director
of the British company Bristol Spaceplanes
Limited, once said that space tourism would
begin ten years after people stopped
laughing at the concept. People have already
stopped laughing.
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Answer the following question orally:

Do you think you will ever take a holiday in space? Why? | Why not?

Finally, here is a listening exercise. You will hear an interview with a science-fiction writer called
Jed Stevens. For questions 1-7, choose the best answer.

1 According to Jed, the best period of your life to start writing science fiction is

A) inyour teenage years.
B) when retired from work.
C) asayoungadult.

2 How did Jed become interested in science fiction?

A) by reading comics
B) by watching television
C) by listeningto radio broadcasts

3 What has proved especially useful to Jed's writing career?

A) his background in computer programming
B) his experience of living in different places
C) his contacts in the scientific community

4 Jed's first published work was

A) anovel.
B) anarticle.

C) asetofshortstories.
5 What is the main attraction of writing science fiction for Jed now?

A) the ability to make a good living
B) the opportunity to work on film versions
C) the chance to explore new ideas about society

6 According to |ed, how has science-fiction writing changed in the last 30 years?

A) It has increased significantly in quality.
B) Novels have been reduced in length.
C) Itis now based more ontechnology.

7 Jed predicts that in 50 years' time,

A) manned spacecraft will have travelled beyond the solar system.
B) governments will have stopped investing in exploration.
C) people will have been forced to find water elsewhere.
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