Building
design

Reading

Muitiple choice

i You arc going to rcad a passage about a famous
architect called Le Corbusier. Kead the passage
quickly then match the words (1-10), in bold in
the passage, with their correct definition {a-j).

Word Definition
1 brand-new a compietely different from
what was done before
2 followers b to be made to experience
something (oiten something
3 enthusiastic unpleasant)
¢ uncovered or unprotected, and
4 exposed zble to be seen by people
d stopped following a plan,
5 exaggeration Idea, etc.
e very ugly
6 revolutionary | f shewing a lot of interest in
something
7 significant g important because it is a
reeson why changes happened
8 abandonad h completely new
i peaple who believe in a
9 hideous particular person or set of
ideas
10 subjecied w j when you describe something

as largey, betler, wuorse, elc,,
than it actually is
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he man who tried to destroy Paris

. ' L Tarhusier was ope of the mast fnfuentiol architects of the 208
- century, Eut many may vasin e hod never buiit anything
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!, Borr: Charles-Fdavard Jeanneret in Switzer and in 1887, the |
. archtect Le Corbusier usad his grandfather's name when he

- went o Paris al the age of 28 As Jeannerel, hediael st 4 fairly

* succassiul serall town architcet; as Le Carbusicr, he had bigger

* ide3s. He distked the architactural styles that werz popular at the
©time. and considered them o be out of date in an ndustiial age:
: He bclieved that the 20th century coscrved 2 brand-new styte of
E architecture, "We must star; again from zero,” he sac.

The new style of architecture was called the International Sty'e,
- and it ettractec mery fellowers in the architzctural world.

' However, robady was as enthusiastic about it as Le Corbugier at

1. the beginnng, He worced hard to promote hisideas at exhibitions,

1'_1 attalks. in boaks and in his own magezine. lie loved machines,
and hamved that. like a machine, a bui'cing s1ould have a
funclion, He is fameus for saying: “A house is a machine for
Ining in."
- The machines he admirad tha most were ships, and his early
buildings tried to capiure the spirit of the sea with their white
walls, exposed wecis, skining glass and flat roo's. He calied |
this style of architecture ‘purism’, The first bui cing to embrece |
this style was the Villa Savove in Frarce. Ls Corbuser believad

thal it was 0012 of tha best, most functional houses ever built. |
Unfortunatey, this turned out to be an exaggerstion. The flat roof
was 3 pariicular problem, as water poured in every ime i: rainzd,
endl L needed constan; repairs. Nevertheless, its design was
revolutionary, ard it should be corsidered a significant piecz of
eary 20th-century architecture.

. 171935, Le Corbusier visiced Mew York City: Ha loved the city, and
especially s el buildings. He Dad only one re<ervation, which

- hie explained o a journelist for the Hereld Tribune newsaaper, i
~ American skyscrapers were the biggest, tall=st buildings in the
world at that fime, but Le Coiliosier was 2 ma who dways
thought big, and as “er es he was corcerned, they were “just foo
small’. Le Corbusier hac always edmired @l buildings. Now,
inspired by his visit, e abandoned purisin 1 is dooliol that he
could havz created anything as grand as the scyscrapers he had
seen in the city, but frem now en Le Corbusier started designing
buildings that sent onla muee powen il 1essage.

He first started using bright co.ours, and then expenmented with
concrete. Le Corbusier loved the look and flexibiity of concrete,
and fcend it hard to hide it behind brick or paint, preferring to
leave it on “ull view. At a lire when concrele was s2a0 as fidde i
and exciting, his cesigns made him world lamous, and he was
asked 10 cesign several important bu1rihgs around the world.

. Alogether, he designed abeut €0 major bieldings worlibwde, i«
’ sty that zcame knewn 25 ‘modernism’.
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* However, whila many adrired and copied his now style of
-architecture, meny mave hated il They lumed against 7im, arc

buidings often had the opposite effect. | this respect, the people i
of Paris had a lucky escape Early in his career, Le Corbusier had
wanted to knock down the centra of Paris and replace the old
buildings with hugs towers. Tortunatzy, his plan was rejected. 3
ustifiably, in view o° his plans to trznsform one of the world's most

-~ beautiful aties into a hideous coneretz jungle, Le Corbusier isstill
‘krcwn as the man who tried to destray aris’

Despite the ariticism, he had ar enomous effect on the world of

- architecture, and attracted 4 large number of followers. As a resulf,
-~ many paces were subjected to his style. In the Paris suburbs of
Rohigny, for examplz, huge towers were oullt 1o heuse same of the |
ty's poorer nhabitants. Other Curopear cities such as Lender,
Berlin and Duﬁiﬁ also “elt his infuence.

Apertfrom ke bmdmgs!hamere directly influenced by le
Corbusier, something else happened that the architect naver
plannec: there was 2 return °c older styles of architectur=, Today:
many people [ive in modem housss that look ke theya'e much -
older. This look fmay fepresent a retum t traditional tastes and
values. More licely, however, il represents a reaction aga nst
‘modermist architecture. '
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@ Underline the key ideas in Questions 1-4. Then
answer the questions.

Questions 1-4
Choose the correct letter, A, B, C or .

the first paragraph?

He had a relative who was also an architect,

He thought that there were too many
industrial buildings.

He wanted to do semething different from
everyone €lse.

What does the writer say about the
International Style in the second paragraph?
A A lot of other architects liked it

B At first, people did not like it very much.
L It took a lot of hard work to get people to
accept it.

D The buildings looked like machinas,
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tried 1 block his plans: Bulldings sheuld mspire peaple and make °¥
them feel good, they said. and Le Corbusier’s ugly, depressing i
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1 What does the writer say about Le Corbusier in

He became successful when he went 10 Paris, |

|
|

_{n

; 3 Why does the writer describe the Villa Savove

‘revolutionary’ in the third paragraph?

A It looked more like a ship than a building.

B Nobody had built anything like it before. |

€ It looked nice, but had tco many faulis. l

D It was more functional than any other '
building of the time.

4 What is the writer’s main purposc in the ;
| fourth paragraph?
; A 1o explain why Le Corbusier visited
New York
B to show that Le Corbusier was nat
impressed by New York's skyscrapers
C to describe Le Corbusier’s reaction to
New York
D to explain why Le Corbusier changed
liis siyle of architecture

Matching sentence endings
€) Read Questions 5-8 and the endings A-F.

1 Underline the key words in the questions and
use these to find the right place in the passage.

2 Read that part of the passage carefully and
match the information to the key words in the
endings.

)

Questions 5-8

Complete pach semience with the correct ending, A-F,
below.

5 Le Corbusier’s Villa Savoye

6 The concrete in Le Corbusier’s later buildings
7 Le Corbusier’s style of architecture

8 le Corhusier had a large following which

copied the style that he had invented.
is a classic example of modernist
architecture.

=]

made him friends and enemies,

was not as good as he claimed.

was covered in bright colours.
was left exposed so that people could ses it
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Yes / No / Not Given =
O Iinderline rhe key words in Questions 9-14 and 1 SR T IR T SR R
use them to find the right place in the passage. E Ew__,__,__re,_.?!d__ential dm’opment fi‘_!s to m'lpre_ss.
Then read each part of the passage carefully in o 7
order to answer the questions. Report by cur architecture — =
e T S P s = 3 correspondent : CANISS : .
Questions 9-14 The F_:.' 5 sil higs ; o Y ,;: : I|
Do the following statements agree with the views : scribed Viciory Mansions, L"”' - |
e : f the new block of flats . = | |
of the writer in the reading passage? i e ) in the middle || Y | |
Wrire | {2 u;ﬁi’fa }oflhe lown a5 ; .
YES if the statement agrees with the views | ‘animportant(3....._....)
of the writer. | addition to the town’s r&eident-ia‘! facilities”. Your
NO if the statement contradicis the views | correspondent was invited to attend the opening
of the writer. ceremony, which oromised to be a really fun
NOT GIVEN if it is impossible to say what the writer . (4“". DICLA |
thinks about this. ; The ceremony itself was a rather downbeat affair.
|9 At first, people were not as enthusiastic about | N! obl ngk Epa.rtstl wasl ;?npre ss(asd by thebuﬂ?mg. wl l:'t:h
the International Style as Le Corbusier was. Gonicrete Fa;:adc and rather dated look (6 ... e
| 10 The Villa 3avoye is an important building. Unfortunately, the initial impression didn’ t chazgewhm
| 11 Le Corbusier could have designed buildings we were skown the inside. The rooms were not only
that were as big and as impressive as those in small but, thanks o the ‘environmentally-friendly sound- :
s AR AR proofing’ wood (7. ... on the wall,ratherdark. |
New York. | The archite_cts had tried to make (8 .. .Jagarden |
12 Le Corbusier found concrete a difficult ; place (9. ..) on the 100f, buut was 50 o small that
. material to work with. it could pmbably o.niy comfortably accommodate Fwe or
I3 Le Corbusier’s plans for Paris would have six residents at any ore m -
' ruined the city. Allin all, a big dmappommm And wﬁhﬂpnces starl:mg
' 14 Many people show they reject Le Corbusier’s | at £500,000 for a two-room flat, you would have to be
- e D, : '?, ] , verytich (10 .. .. )tuﬂtnmulmdcrl'wngthzrr
style ol architecture by living in old houses. ; i
Vocabulary Key vocabulary
Word choice @ Complete this passage with the words and phrases
@ Replace the wards in bold in the newspaper from the box.
article with words which have a similar meaning. e =
You will find these words in the grid. affordable  construct  construction = demane
design  engineers  foundations housing
EL|wW|T|I|M|B|E|R Q|A]|W improve  knockdown  steel  tower blocks
N E|e|r|r|y|ul)1|T]o
- = HEE e A few years ago, to satisfy the increasing 1 . demand.
llalrla|lrR|T|Mm|El|lN|T]|S
ST 5 P R A T | e R T for practical and 2 .. St . T e - in my city,
x| FEEElEml T i the local goverrment de(:lded the best salulzon would
7 ; w1 = beto4..........alotof the old terracad houses and
il s ol 3| 228 B 1111 L A in their place. At the same time,
B YIBINIM|C I RIE) AT E they decided to 6 ....... ol .. the city by replacing many
gl A By B WIELR LT of the old-fashioned brick office blocks with modern
E|YIU|TIO|P[A|S[D|V]|F 7 o and glass skvscrapers. At great expense,
|A|PIPIEIAJRIAINICIE|G ateam of architects and 8 ... were hired to
L R 0 B a new residential and
business estate, and a huge 11 ..., programme
began. However, as soun as the 12 ... had been
laid, the government suddenly announced there was no
more money. and the programme stopped.
Building design @

ceLIVEWORKSHEETS



coLIVEWORKSHEETS



