1. (TRACK 2) Pién tir vao ché tréng, nghe lai va kiém tra
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I'm going to begin this section of my talk by
saying something about (1) ;
that is children without siblings.
Historically, (2) were relatively
uncommon. However, these days, as
families are becoming smaller, being an
only child has become relatively more
common. There are many reasons for this
trend — social, economic, and political,
which [ won’t go into at this point.
However, [ will say that having an only
child generally means that (3)

can be concentrated on the one child. And I
would add that, by parental resources [ mean
not just money but also care and attention.

4) have frequently been seen
as different from children with siblings and
subjected to (5) . They are often
considered to be less (6) —i.e.
less able to accept differences, to allow
those with (7) to say and do as
they like. Not surprisingly, they are
sometimes said to be less (8)

than other children — in other words, less
able to work effectively with others. On the
other hand, only children are often highly
regarded for their (9) , that is fo
say, their ability to make their own decisions
without (10)

T6i s& bat dau phan nay cuia bai néi bang
cach dé cip dén con mét trong gia dinh,
tire 1a nhiing dira tré khong ¢6 anh chi em.
Vé mit lich str, con mdt kha hiém. Tuy
nhién, ngay nay, khi cac gia dinh ngay cang
nho hon, viéc 1a con mot da tré nén pho bien
hon. Co nhiéu 1y do cho xu hudng nay — xa
hoi, kinh té va chinh tri, ma toi sé khong di
sdu vao lac nay. Tuy nhién, ti sé noi rang
viéc cO mot dua con duy nhét thucrng co
nghia la nguon lre tir cha me co the tap
trung vao mot dira tre. Vi toi muén bo sung
rang, nguon lure tir cha me khong chi la tién
bac ma con la s chdm soc va quan tam.

Con m{t thuong dugc xem 1a khéac biét so
va&i nhimg dira tré ¢ anh chi em va b1 gan
cho khudén miu tiéu cye. Ching thuong bi
coi la kém khoan dung véi ngwoi khac -
tirc 1a kém kha nang ch;’ip nhén sy khac biét,
cho phép nhimng ngudi co quan diém khac
nhau dugc noi va lam theo ¥ ho. Khong
ngac nhién khi chimg déi khi bi cho 1a kém
hop tac hon nhing dira tré khac — ndi cach
khac, kém kha ning lam viéc hiéu qua véi
nguoi khac. Mat khac, con mot thuong dugce
danh gia cao vi sy tyr chu, tirc 1a kha néng
tu dua ra quyét dinh ma khong bi anh
hwéng qua mire béi ngwdi khac.

2. (TRACK 3) Dién tir vao chd trong, nghe lai va kiém tra
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The subject of my talk today is the
relationship between (1) and
personality. By birth order I mean whether
an individual is the (2) in the
family, a (3) ,an (4)

, and so on.

The belief that birth order has a lasting
impact on personality is widespread and
frequently referred to in popular psychology
literature. Alfred Adler, an Austrian (5)

, was one of the first to suggest
that there was a connection between birth
order and personality. He noticed that
firstborn children experienced a loss of
status with the birth of siblings. According
to Adler, this made eldest children more
likely to be anxious than other children.
However, on the positive side, they also tend
to be (6) and (7) \
perhaps because they want to regain a
position of primacy within the family.

Since Adler, there have been many attempts
to establish links between birth order and a
range of personality traits. Some studies
have found that last-born children tend to be
more (8) and (9) 3
that is, they not only seek out the company
of others but also tend to get along well with
other people. (10) , on the other
hand, are more likely to be rebellious,
perhaps in an attempt to define themselves
as ‘special’ in relation to their more (11)
and (12) . Some
studies, for example, have found that middle
children are more likely to choose an (13)

However, whilst these views are widely held
among the public, scholars have more
recently cast doubt on their validity. Many
studies have been found to employ a flawed
methodology, for instance failing to
adequately consider variables such as the
family’s (14) . Large-scale
meta-analyses of studies have proved
inconclusive with no single trait consistently
associated with a given position within the
family.

Chu dé clia bai ndi hém nay la méi quan
hé gitra thie tw sinh va tinh cach. Thi
tw sinh c6 nghia la mét ca nhan la con
dau léng trong gia dinh, con gitra, con
mot, v.v.

Niém tin rang the tw sinh ¢ &nh huéng
lau dai dén tinh cach rat phd bién va
thudng dugc nhac dén trong cac tai liéu
tam ly hoc phd théng. Alfred Adler, mét
nha tri liéu tam ly nguoi Ao, 1a mot
trong nhitng ngudi dau tién goi y rang
c6é méi lién hé gitra th tw sinh va tinh
cach. Ong nhan thay rang nhirng dira
tré dau long trai qua sy mat mat dja vi
khi ¢6 thém anh chi em. Theo Adler,
didu nay khién con ca dé lo ldng hon
nhirng dira tré khac. Tuy nhién, ¢ khia
canh tich cyre, ching cling c6 xu huwdng
tan tam va tap trung vao thanh tich,
cé 1& vi chung mudn gianh lai vj tri wu
tién trong gia dinh.

Ké tir Adler, da c6 nhiéu nd Iyc nham
thiét 1ap méi lién hé gitra thir tw sinh va
cac dac diém tinh cach. Mot sé nghién
ctru cho thay rang nhirng dira tré at co
xu hwéng hwéng ngoai va dé hoa
hop, nghia la ching khéng chi tim kiém
sy déng hanh clia ngudi khac ma con
dé dang hoa nhap véi moi ngudi. Con
gitra, nguoc lai, cé xu hwdng ndi loan,
cé |1& dé tw dinh nghia ban than la “dac
biét" so v&i ngwi anh chi tan tam va
ngw&i em dé hoa hop. Mot sé nghién
clru, ché!lng‘han, da phat hién rang con
gitra co nhieu kha nang chon sw
nghiép khéng theo truyén théng.

Tuy nhién, mac du nhirng quan diém
nay dwoc céng chung tin twédng rong
rai, cac hoc gia gan day da dat nghi van
vé tinh xac thyc cia chung. Nhiéu
nghién clru dwoc phat hién la co
phwong phap luan sai sét, chang han
nhw khéng xem xét day du cac bién sbé
nhuw tinh trang kinh té xa héi cta gia
dinh. Cac phan tich tbng hop quy mod
I&n da cho két qua khéng ré rang,
khéng c6 dac diém nao nhét quan gan
li&n v&i mét vi tri nhéat dinh trong gia
dinh.
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