Grammar

Present perfect and
past simple

1 Look at sentences 1 and 2. Are the verbs past
simple or present perfect?
1 The lrish have kepl their traditions.
2 Inthe past, everyone believed in fairies.

2 Read the table. Copy and complete the rules
with the present perfect or the past simple.

We use the (1) ... to talk about:

* actions that happened in the past, but we

\ don't specify when they happened.

& actions that began in the past and continue
.

* recent actions.

We use the (2) . to talk about: :

e completed actions in the past.

@ states or repeated actions in the past.

| LooK! _

We use just with the present perfect when

we want to emphasize that we have done

something very recently.

! have just spoken to him.
 They've just left.

3 Choose the correct words.

1 Look! I've found | found a four-leaf clover!

2 It's been / was Jo's birthday last week!

3 Dan’s cat had / has had four black kittens
last night.

& Oh no! Somebody broke / 's broken the
mirror!

5 Jo gave / "s given me this charm yesterday.

4 Complete the postcard with the past simple or
present perfect form of the verbs in brackets.

Dear Beth, |
we (1) ... (be) inlrelandd since Saturday e
and we're having a areat timel Yestendsy
moming we (2) ... (g0} To Blamey
Castle and| (3) ... (lvse) the Blamey
Stored In the aftermoon we (4) ... (have) a pionic i
the countryside The avather it gocd -1t (8) ...
(rain) four vimes since we (6) ... (arrive).

Love Katie

PS1(7) ... (see) a rainbow yesterday vt 1 (8) . ..
(no= catch) a leprechaun yet!
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£» Grammar in context:
History

S Complete the essay with the correct form of the
verbs in brackets.

The history of
superstitions

How long () - people . (have)
the world (2) _ (begin} For
thousands of years, people

(3) - (0ok) for ways 0 explain
why certan things happen.

The vl gye

The superstition of the evil eye (4) . (oxs?)
in Greece since ancliert times. The gncient
Greeks (5) - (believe) that some people could
have a bad effect on others just by looing at
em. Since then, Greek people. (6) - fivear)
special bracelets with a blue ‘eye’ on them fo
protect them from evil

Cate

Fvwmﬁds.pwpic@ [fink) that cats have
magical powers. For Tis reason, the encient

ngp"snsﬁs) (keeg) cats in their homes and

(@) .. {rct aliow) amyone to treat them badly

The number 13

Why (i0) - this number _ (become) sn unlucky
number? Some people say it is becsuse there
(i) . (be) 13 people at Christ’s last meal Friday
the 13th (12) - (hot shwsys be) an uniucly date.
Peopis only (i3) - (start) being superstitious
about it in the 20th century, but no cne really
Knows why

6 hm Listen and check your answers.
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