Simon, 47, and his daughter Emily, 16, answer today’s question

Is teenage life better now than in the past?
M home life teenagers ﬂ

(R Everything is so different from when | was a teenager.

i Technology is the greatest change. | had a computer - but only for _ ) )
I WMWIWWMWHWMMWW' BIﬁbYes.technohgymakesourlmmerandls
_gmhugdmmmwmmww now essential for entertainment and school. But it
life forever. We wrote letters; they are texting each other all day. We brings problems too - the worst are awful things like
bought a few CDs every month; they've got almost every song in the bullying on social media ...
‘world —in a tiny device in their pocket! When we moved home, we My problem is that teenage life is too busy now.
MMmmmww_hmmmghw On weekdays, as well as normal lessons, there are

| AYOne; & er teenage life looks more exciting than clubs at lunchtimes. Then after school on Mondays

.lt m | have Spanish lessons, trumpet on Wednesdays
‘Not sren,rlhing pnslthra uf course l tmwmtb : and our band practises on Fridays. And weekends

- o ; dm’t Sk =& are just not long enough! On Saturday there's yoga
club and on Sunday we often see relatives. Then
there's homework, of course. Sometimes I'm
exhausted on Sunday evenings!

The future will be harder for us, too. And | get
worried about that. My friends and | feel the most
important thing is to get a good degree - or

we won't be able to leave home and get a job.
And that means we have to get good marks in
everything now. It's stressful.

| think my parents’ teenage years were more
relaxed than ours are today.

1 Read the article quickly. Who thinks teenage life ...

1 is better now? l VJ

2 was better in the past? [ v]

 Read the article again. Choose the correct answers.

1 When Simon was a teenager, 4 Emily thinks that teenagers
A his dad owned a computer and a mobile phone. A need technology for their school work.
B he owned a computer. B shouldn’t use social media.
C he played games on his dad’s phone. C aren't as happy as they were.
2 Simon thinks that before the internet 5 During the week, Emily
A teenagers spent a lot of money on music. A has extra music and language lessons.
B it was hard to stay friends with people you didn’t see. B never has time for lunch.
C teenagers enjoyed writing letters. C doesn’tdo any sport.
3 Why does Simon think that teenagers spent a lot of time outside? 6 Why does Emily think she has to go to university?
A because their parents weren't worried about them A because her friends want to go
B because the roads weren't as dangerous B because jobs will be harder to find in the future
C because phones and computers didn’t exist C because she always gets good marks at school
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~  Match the highlighted words in the text to the meanings.

awful exhausted huge relaxed tiny

unbelievable

1 difficult to think is true

2 cadlm and not busy

Bp— . TALKING POINTS

How was your parents’ teenage life

4 very bad different from yours?

What problems can modern life
5 very small bring for teenagers?
6 very big

Around 80% of students said they were unhappy with their school

1 Read the title of the newspaper article. Tick (/) the life, and almost 50% said there were not enough courses to

information you think it will include. Read the article :‘hmh"‘*how o fot R ot i

P en asked they felt about their education, students ey
quickly and check. often didn't find it very interesting. ‘It does only a tiny bit to help us
1 not much choice in courses L] find BipIGYiERt,’ says Naomi, 16, from Cardiff. ‘This really needs
2 the number of students who dislike school [ ] :’d’mgf Im;’:femm ISR SN Wi a5 eipect to bepome
3 reasons students are unhappy at school ] Nicholas; 13, froei London séys whish hais studying i ciess, be is
4 the most boring subjects at school L] often exhausted because he is always doing tests, which makes
5 the best types Of]DbS D him lose interest. ‘It's always about getting good results in tests,

: not about givi t when you lea

6 asolution to the problem ] anget;gioy::; e ARERES

The other thing students say is a problem is that often the lessons
don't include anything connected to their interests. “They don't
seem to know who we are as young people in the 21st century.
There isn't much technology used in the classroom, whereas in our

EDUCATION IS BORING Toor i mich oty ead 1 e s, hors

different and exciting ways,' savs Jessie, 16, from Winchester.

AND DOESN'T PREPARE THEM FOR Education experts agree: ‘Today's system is too [66USEAIBA helping

students pass exams and it doesn't help them prepare themselves

I FUTUR for real life and work,' says Nigel Jones from EducateUK, an
H E ’ organisation that wants to make changes to the education system.
ST U D ENTS But what can be done to change this? ‘We need to focus education
on helping young people to develop the 8kill§ and knowledge they

need in the modern world,’ says Jones. ‘We think that there should
be a new, more relaxed course system that gives teachers mare
Do you find your school lessons choices to make lessons more fun, interesting and practieal.’
boring? Many teenagers say they maa is poﬁlar with students u;o 'l'd1l;w:? :ﬁ_xw m more
don’t enjoy their classes and think the mmmmm%“g“m'ﬁﬂfmm s -:ide::ea i
education system needs to change to developer when I'm older.

make it more interesting and useful.
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) Read the newspaper article and answer
the questions.

1 Most students say that they think their 4 Jessie thinks that teachers

education is a don’t use technology enough in the

a good enough. classroom.

b not good enough. b use technology too much in the
2 Naomi thinks that the education system classroom.

a isn’t very good at helping students find 5 Nigel Jones thinks education

a job. a needs to change.

b helps students be successful in life. b should prepare students for exams.
3 Nicholas says he feels tired because he 6 Nigel thinks that lessons should be

a has a job after school. a more relaxing.

b does lots of exams. b more useful.

3 Match the _words in the article to their meanings.

focused on knowledge practical skills

employment

1 giving most attention to
2 facts and information

3 things you can do well
4 work

5 useful in real situations

4 Complete the sentences with a word from the box.

employment focused on knowledge practical skills

1 It can be difficult to find after leaving schoal.

2 | want to get a really good job where | can use my

3  This book has some really tips on how to pass English exams.
4 My uncle has a very good of trains.

5 My sister is in her last year of high school and is really getting

into a good university.
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