Verb + -ing (enjoy doing / stop doing etc.)

We say:
| enjoy reading. (not!enjoy to read)
Would you mind closing the door?
(not mind to close)
Chris suggested going to the cinema.
{not suggested to go)

Would you mind
closing the door? |1

After enjoy, mind and suggest, we use -ing (notto .. ). ==
Some more verbs that are followed by -ing;

stop recommend admit avoid imagine
finish consider deny risk fancy

Suddenly everybody stopped talking. There was silence.

I'll do the shopping when I've finished cleaning the flat.

He tried to avoid answering my question.

| don't fancy going out this evening. (=I'm not enthusiastic about it)
Have you ever considered going to live in another country?

They said they were innocent. They denied doing anything wrong.

The negative form is not -ing:
When I'm on holiday, | enjoy not having to get up early.

We also use -ing after:

give up (=stop)

put off (= delay until later)

EO on or carry on (= continue)

keep or keep on (= do something continuously or repeatedly)

I've given up buying newspapers. | don't read them any more.

You shouldn’t put off telling him what happened. You need to tell him now.

Katherine doesn’t want to retire. Shewants to go on working. or ...to carry on working.
You keep interrupting when I'm talking. or You keep on interrupting ...

With some verbs you can use the structure verb + somebody +-ing:
You can't stop people doing what they want.
| can'timagine George riding a motorbike.
Did she really say that? | don’t remember her saying that.
Sorry to keep you waiting so long.

When you talk about finished actions, you can say having done/stolen/said etc. :
They admitted having stolen the money.

Butitis not necessary to use having (done}. You can say:
They admitted stealing the money.
I now regret saying that. or | now regret having said that.

Other structures are possible with admit, deny, suggest and recommend. For example, you can say:
They denied (that) they had done anythingwrong. (= They denied doing .. )
Chris suggested (that) we go to the cinema. (=Chris suggested going .. )
| recommend (that) you travel by train. (=|recommend travelling ...)
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Exercises

Complete the sentences for each situation. Use .
@ Wecoudgtothens. ) SToEged g £
(‘Do youwant to play tennis?>£‘_ : He didn’t fancy ...
(Letsgoforawalk \_ € 0 /Good ideat ) L c——
(ovcomedteacsien. - §lloldim) A
(Senypuna it~ e s
Qoudartisttientn g PLtsrgpe v ) e

Complete the sentences. Choose from these verbs (in the correct form):

answer apply forget interrupt listen live
lose make pay read travel try

He tried to avoid ...4nswernd. . my question,

I'm trying to concentrate. Please stop ... 50 MUCh noisel!

b T A SR BTt {0 1 31 ¥ AT

| conSidered ... for the job, but in the end | decided against it.
Have you hmshed ... the newspaper yet?

We need to change our routme We can t goon.. s 1R TS,
It's better to avoid ... T T (1101 the rush hour

My memary is gettlng worse, | keep .. things.

I've put off ... this b|ll 50 many times | really must do it today.
I've given up ... ........to learn Japanese. | was making no progress.
If you gamble, you rusk your money.

Would you mind not e M all the time? Let me speak!

Put the words in the right order.

Did she really say that? | (that / remember / her / saying / don't).
|...don't remember her saying that. . . .

It’s OK if you want to drive my car. | (drwmg/don t;’ |tfyou j mmd}
What a Stupid thmg to do' Can [|mag|nef s0 stup|d ,J’ bemg / you / anybody)
Can ..

We can tcontroi the weather We (rammg;’ stopf rt ;’ can t)

We...

I"ll be as qunck as | can. | {wmtmgf want / keep f you /don tf'to}

Use your own ideas to complete these sentences. Use

She’s a very interesting person. | always enjoy .. baking 0 Mer ...
I'm not feeling very well. | don’t fancy ...

I'm afraid there aren’t any chairs. | hope you dc-n t mmd

It wasa beautiful day,sol suggested .
The movie was very funny. | couldn’t stop. i
I T T . Tt ORI I 4o oo B s S S BB S
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Verb+to ... (decideto .../ forgetto ... etc.)

After these verbs you can use to ... (infinitive):

offer plan manage deserve
agree arrange fail afford
refuse hope promise learn

decide forget threaten tend

It was a long way to walk, so we decided to take a taxi home.
Simon was in a difficult situation, so | agreed to help him.

I waved to Karen, but failed to attract her attention.

| like Dan, but [ think he tends to talk too much, Dan tends to talk toc much,
How old were you when you learnt to drive?

or ...learnthow to drive?

The negativeisnot to ...:
We decided not to go out because of the weather.
| promised not to be [ate,

After some verbs, we use-ing (notto ...). Forexample, enjoy/think/suggest:
| enjoy reading. (not enjoy to read)
Andy suggested meeting for coffee. (not suggested to meet)
Are you thinking of buying a car? (not thinking to buy)

Forwverb +-ing, see Units 53 and 62.

After dare you can use the infinitive with or without to:
I didn't dare to tell him. or |didn't dare tell him.

But after dare not (or daren’t), we do not use to:
I daren’t tell him what happened. (not|daren't to tell him)

We also use to ... after seem, appear, pretend and claim. For example:
They seem to have plenty of money.
Ann pretended not to see me when she passed me in the street.

You can also use to be -ing (continuous infinitive) and to have (done) (perfect infinitive):
| pretended to be reading the newspaper. (=1 pretended that | was reading)
Have you seen my keys? | seem to have lost them. (=it seems that | have lost them)
She claimed not to have seen me. (=sheclaimed that she hadn’t seen me)

After these verbs you can use a question word (what/how etc) +to ....

ask know decide remember forget learn explain understand wonder

Forexample:
We asked how to get to the station.
Have you decided where to go on holiday?
|don'tknow whether toapply forthejobornot.
Doyou understand what todo?
also

show/tell/ask/advise/teach somebody what/how/where to do something
Can somebody show me how to use this camera?
Ask Jack. He'll tell you what to do.
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Exercises

Complete the sentences for these situations.

CIETIIE ¢ e e s,
i SO s A—
(Cantcamyyourbagtoryont e B @S, thars fcammanoge ) O OrRd s
(Let’s meet at 8 o'clock. )> ﬁ i They arranged ..o

A ikém not going to tell you. ) She refused.......cuwmin
e W

Complete the sentences. Use a suitable verb.

Don't forget ... £ _lock . the door when you go out.

There was a lot of traﬁ:c but we managed ... ..to the airport in time.
We couldn’t afford .. -in London It’s tDO expensive,
| can't play a musmal |n5tru ment but I'd I|ke to learn . ... theguitar
| don't want Mark to know what happened. | decided nc:-t ; .. him.
We were all afraid to speak. Nobody dared ... anythlng
Put the verb into the correct form, or . (See Unit 53 for verbs + .)
When I'm tired, | enjoy ... watching . TV. It's relaxing. (watch)
I've decided ... foranotherjob | need a change. (look)
I'm not going anywhere1 I refuse e+ (TOVE)
I'm not ina hurry. |don’'t mind ... e« WYATT)
Tina ran in a marathon last week but she fa|led . (finish)
| wish that dog would stop ... Its drwlng me crazy (bark)
They didn't know | was llstemng to them | pretended e ASlEED. (D)
We were hungry, so | suggested ... dmnEr early (have)
Hurry up! 1 don't want to ruskthe train. (miss)
David is very quiet. Hetendsnot ... much. (say)
Make a new sentence using the verb in brackets.
I've lost my keys. (seem)  ..l.seem to have lost my keus. ... .. ..o
Tom is worried about something. (Eppedt) ToMappeits e
You know a lot of people. (seem) YOU i
My English is getting better. (seem)
That car has broken down, (appear)
Rachel is enjoying her job. (seem)
They have solved the problem. (claim)
Complete each sentence using / / / +these verbs:

do get go put ride use

Do you know ..Hnow,_to get to  the airport from here?

Would You KNOW ... e T ERETE WAS @ fire In the building?
You'll never forget ..a bike once you've learnt.

I've been invited to the party but | haven t demded e .ornot.
My room is very untidy. I've got so many things and I don t know A e them
| have some clothes to wash. Can you Show M ... the washmg machm e?
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Verb (+ object) +to ... (lwantyouto...)

We say:
verb + to... verb + object tto...
want want
expect togo expect to go
ask tobe il ask somebody tobe
help towork help something towork
would like etc. would like etc.

would prefer

would prefer

We expected to be late.
Would you like to go now?
He doesn't want to know.

We expected Dan to be |ate.
Would you like me to go now?
He doesn't want anybody to know.

We do not usually say ‘want that”;
Do you want me to come with you? (not want that | come)

You can use help with or without te. You can say:
Can you help me to move thistable? or Canyou help me move this table?

These verbs have the structure verb + object +to . ...:

verb + object + to..
tell
advise It's not a nice hotel. | wouldn’t advise you to stay
remind there,
warn Canyou remind me to call Sam tomorrow?
invite to do Joe said the switch was dangerous and warned me
encourage to be not to touch it.
persuade el to work I didn’'t move the piano by myself. | got somebody
get etc. to help me.
force Who taught you to drive?
teach They don’t allow people to park in front of the
allow building.
enable

In these examples, the verb is passive (1 was warned / we are allowed etc.):
I was warned not to touch the switch.
Are we allowed to park here?

We do not use suggest withto ...:
Jane suggested that | ask you for advice. (nat Jane suggested me to ask)

We say ‘make somebody do something), ‘let somebody de something’ (without to):
| made him promise that he wouldn’t tell anybody what happened.
{not made him to promise)
Hot weather makes me feel tired. (= causes me to feel tired)
Her parents wouldn't let her go out alone, (=wouldn't allow her to go out)
Let me carry your bag for you,

We say ‘make somebody do’, but in the passive we say ‘(be) made to do’ (with to):
We were made to wait for two hours. (= They made us wait .. .)
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Exercises

Complete the questions. Use or with these
verbs (and any other necessary words):

come lend repeat show shut wait

Do you want to go alone, or...d0_yow want me to come with You . ...
B vouHave srou Eh Ao ey G O N A s o i o P e T S
Shalll | avEshe W oW e S A B e s e s o e e o
Do you know how to use the printer, orweuld
Did you hear what | said, or do ...
BN VIO TV O T 10 s8R T s AR

BTSSR e

Complete the sentences for these situations.
7 .@ him to meet
( /\b ﬁ R Ler ok the stakon
Why don’t you come ﬂ 1 <~ That would be nice. ) They invited Nim s

and stay with us?
(Don't forget to call Joe_> 1 % No, | won’t forget. He reminded her ...
g , e T Shewarned e

\_A A A A A b i s il g bt b g e b sy

Q:an you giveme a hand?} ﬁ‘i. i} HE ASKEd o

Complete the second sentence so that the meaning is similar to the first sentence.

My father said | could use his car. My father allowed .. M&. t0. use Wi CAX. .
| was surprised that it rained. i expect e nnerr s saseseme tra e
Don’t stop him doing what he wants. L st R A

Tom looks older when he wears glasses. TOM'S ElASSES MBKE .o
| think you should know the truth. | BT i e R e
At first | didn’t want to apply for the Sa AN DR AT Bl s L
job, but Sarah persuaded me.
My lawyer said | shouldn’t say My lawyer advised
anything to the police.
| was told that | shouldn’t believe e 1 T T
everything he says.
If you've got a car, you are able to get Hawving a car NADLES ... s
around more easily.

Which is right?
You aren't allowed takc /to take pictures here. (to take s correct)
I'min a difficult position. What do you advise me do /to do?
The film was very sad. It made me cry /to cry.
Lisa's parents always encouraged her study / to study hard at schoaol.
Please don't interrupt me. Let me finish / to finish.
You can't make people do / to do things they don't want to do.
You can't force people do / to do things they don’'t want to do.
Sarah won't let me drive / to drive her car. She doesn'’t trust me.
Why did you change your decision? What made you change / to change your mind?
If you enter a country with a tourist visa, you are not allowed work / to work there.
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Verb+-ingorto...1 (remember, regret etc.)

Some verbs are followed by -ing and some are followed by to ... .

Verbs that you can use with -ing (notto ...): Verbs that you can use withto ...:
admit fancy postpone afford fail offer
avoid finish risk agree forget plan
consider imagine stop arrange hope promise
deny keep (on) suggest decide learn refuse
enjoy mind deserve manage tend

For examples, see Unit 53. For examples, see Unit 54.

Some verbs can be followed by -ing or to ... with a difference of meaning:

remember
| remember doing something = did it and | remembered to do something=
now | remember this, | remembered that | had to doit, so | did it.
You remember doing something after you You remember to do something befare you
havedoneit. doit.
| know | locked the door. | clearly | remembered to lock the doaor, but |
remember locking it. forgot to shut the windows,
(= locked it, and now | remember this) (=1 remembered that | had to lockiit,
He could remember driving along the and so | locked it)
road just before the accident, but he Remember to buy some bananas.
couldn't remember the accident itself. (= Don't forget to buy them)
regret
| regret doing something =1 did itand now I regret to say / to tell you / to inform you =
| am sorry aboutit: | am sorry that | have to say:
| now regret saying what | said. | (from o formal letter) | regret to say that
shouldn’t have said it. we are unable to accept your offer.

Do you regret not going to college?

goon
go on doing something = continue doing the go on to do something = do or say something
same thing: neww;
The president paused fora moment and After discussing the economy, the
then went on talking. president went on to talk about
We need to change. We can't go on foreign policy.
living like this.

We use the following verbs with -ing or to . .. with no difference of meaning;
begin start continue intend bother

Soyou can say:
It started raining. or Itstarted to rain.
Andy intends buying a house. or Andy intends to buy ...
Don’t bother locking the door. or Don't bother to lock . ..

Normally we do not use -ing after -ing:
It's starting to rain. (notusually It's starting raining)
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Exercises

Put the verb into the correct form, or
They denied ...5tealing  the money. (steal)
| dor’t enjoy .. -.very much. (drive)

| can't afford ... .away. | don’t have enough money. (go)

Have you ever c-::-n5|d ered .. ta live in another country? (go)

We were unlucky to lose the game We played well and deserved ... (win)
Why do you keep ... .me questions! Leave me alone' (ask]

Please stop ..o .me questnnns' (ask)

| reflusesasss any more questions. (answer)

The dnver of one ofthe cars admitted ... i The accident. (cause)

Mark needed our help, and we prom|sed ~what we could. (do)

| don't mind ... ..alone, but I’d rather be W|th other people. (be)

The wall was qmte high, but | managed Loverit. (climb)

Sarah doesn’t know about the meeting. | Forgot s 1ok (cell)

I've enjoyed e TOYOU, T ROPE e, YOU @EAIN SO0N, (talk, seg)

Tom can remember some things about his childhood, but he can’t remember others. Write
sentences with or
He was in hospital when he was a small child. He can still remember this.
..He remembers being in hospital ... when he was asmall child.
He cried on his first day at school. He doesn't remember this.
He doesn't . B e OF S first day at school,
Once he fell |nt0 the river. He remembers th|s
He...
He saud he wanted to be a doctor He doesn t remem berth|s
-.to be a doctor.
Once he was bitten by a dog. He doesn’t remember this.

..adog.
His sister was born when he was four. He remembers this.

Complete the sentences with a suitable verb in the correct form, or
Please remember ..£0 lock . the door when you go out.
He says we’ve met before, but | don't remember ... him,
Someone must have taken my bag. | clearly remember ... it Dy the
window and now it isn't there,
When you see Steve, remember ... helloto him from me.
a: You lent me some money a few months ago.
B: Did I? Areyou sure? |don’t remember .. e YOU @MY MONEY.
A: Did you remember .. your 5|ster?
B: No, | forgot. I'll phone her tornnrrc:w
The course | did wasn’t very good, but | don't regret |
| knew they were in trouble, but | regret | d|d nothlngto help them.
It started to get cold, and he regretted not .. his coat.
[ OW Megiet v ..My job. It was a blg m|5take
Ben joined the company nine years ago. He became assistant manager after two
years, and a few years later he went on .. . manager of the company.
lcan'tgoon. .. here any more, | want a dlfferentjob
When | came |nto the room, L|sa was reading a book. She looked up and said hello,
and then went on ... NEr book.
Food prices have gone up again. How are we going to manage if prices 20 on ...
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Verb+-ingorto...2 (try, need, help)

tryto ...and try -ing

try to do = attempt to do, make an effort to do:
Il wasvery tired. |tried to keep my eyes open, but | couldn’t.
Please try to be quiet when you come home. Everyone will be asleep.

try something or try doing something = do it as an experiment or test;
These cakes are delicious. You should try one. (=have one to see if you like it)
We couldn’t find anywhere to stay. We tried every hotel in the town, but they were all full.
{= we went to every hotel to see if they had a room)
A: The photocopier doesn't seem to be working,
B: Try pressing the green button.
(= press the green button — perhaps this will help to solve the problem)

Compare:
| tried to move the table, but it was too heavy. (solcouldn’t move it)
| didn’t like the way the furniture was arranged, so | tried moving the table to the other
side of the room. But it didn’t look right, so | moved it back again.
(| tried moving it = | moved it to see if it looked better)

need to ...and need -ing

I need to do something =it is necessary for me to do it:
He needs to work harder if he wants to make progress.
| don't need to come to the meeting, do I?

(:My phone needs charging)

You can say that something needs -ing:
My phone needs charging. (=it needs to be charged)
Does your suit need cleaning? (=...need to be cleaned)
It's a difficult problem. It needs thinking about carefully.
(=it needs to be thought about carefully)

Compare:
I need to charge my phone.
but My phone needs charging.

help and can’t help

You can say help to do or help do (with or without to);
Everybody helped to clean up afterthe party. or
Everybody helped clean up ...

Can you help me move thistable? or
Can you help me to move ...

| can’t help doing something = can't stop myself doing it:
I don't like him, but he has a lot of problems.
| can’t help feeling sorry for him.
She tried to be serious, but she couldn’t help laughing.
(= she couldn't stop herself laughing)
I'm sorry I'm so nervous. | can’t help it. -
(: | can’t help being newous) She couldn’t help laughing.
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Exercises

Put the verb into the correct form.
| was very tired. |tried..t0 keep  my eyes open, but | couldn’t. (keep)

| tried . ..the shelf, but | wasn't tall enough. (reach)

| rang the doorbell but there was no answer, Then | tried .. e OT1 EhE WiN oW,
but there was still no answer. (knock)

We tried .., the fire out, but without success. We had to call the fire
brigade. (put)

Please leave me alone. 'm trying ... e (CONCENEFELE)

Sue needed to borrow some money, She tnecl s Carly but hedidn’t have
any. (ask)

Mr Bennett isn’t here right now. Please try. ... later. (call)

The woman's face was familiar. [ tried ... Were I'd seen her before,
{remember)

If you have a problem with the Computer, try ... 16, (FEStACL)

For each picture, write a sentence with (*) + one of the following verbs:

clean cut empty paint tighten

Thisroamisntyerynice; o lbnieeds pavdong. . o0 oo i
2 ThHe g ass 15 Ve TOME. Db s R AR e
The Windows Sredirhys THE oo e s s
The screws are loose. ...
T i s Rl L e

Which is right?
We spend too much time sitting down. We need getting /to pet more exercise.
{to get is correct)
These clothes are dirty. They all need washing / to wash.
My grandmother isn’t able to look after herself any more. She needs |ooking / to look after.
| can't make a decision right now. | need thinking / to think about it.
Your hairis getting very long. It will need cutting / to cut seon.
| need a change. | need going / to go away for a while.
That shirt looks fine. You don't need ironing / to iron it
That shirt looks fine. It doesn’t need jroning / to iron.

Put the verb into the correct form.
| don't like him, but | can't help ..

Ling..... sorry for him. (feel)

I've lost my phone. Can you help me.. e TOT 17 (lo0K)

They were talking very loudly. We could n t help . What they said. (overhear)
He looks so funny. Whenever | see him, | can’t heip SRR - (SMILE)

The fine weather helped ..o |t a really nice hohday (make)

Did you help ... the meetmg? (organise)

| think about what ha ppened all thet|me | can't help . S _.aboutit. (think)
lcan’t help you sy .ajob. You have to fmd one yourself (get)

aeLIVEWORKSHEETS



Verb +-ing or to ... 3 (like / would like etc.)

like / love / hate

When you talk about repeated actions, you can use -ing or to ... after these verbs.
Soyou can say:
Do you like getting up early? or Doyou like to get up early?
Stephanie hates flying. or Stephanie hates to fly.
| love meeting people. or |love to meet people.
I don't like being kept waiting. or ...like to be kept waiting,
I don't like friends calling me at work. or ... friends to call me at work.

but
(1) We use -ing (notto . ..) when we talk about a situation that already exists (or existed).
Forexample:

Paul lives in Berlin now. He likes living there.

(he lives there now and he likes it}

Do you like being a student? (you are a student - do you like it?)

The office | worked in was horrible. | hated working there. (I worked there and | hated it)

(2) There is sometimes a difference between | like to do and 1 like doing:

I like doing something = | do it and | enjoy it:
| like cleaning the kitchen. (=1enjoyit.)

| like to do something = | choose to do it (but maybe | don’t enjoy it):
It's not my favourite job, but | like to clean the kitchen as often as possible.

Note that we use -ing (not to .. ) with enjoy and mind:
| enjoy cleaning the kitchen. (not| enjoy to clean)
| don’t mind cleaning the kitchen. (not!|don't mind to clean)

would like / would love / would hate / would prefer

Would like /would love etc. are usually followed by to ... :
I’d like (= | would like) to go away for a few days.
What would you like to do this evening?
| wouldn’t like to go on holiday alone.
I’d love to meet your family.
Would you prefer to eat now or later?

Compare | like and | would like (I’d like):
| like playing tennis. / | like to play tennis. (=|likeitin general)
I’d like to play tennis today. (=l want to play today)

Would mind is followed by -ing:
Would you mind clesing the door, please? (not mind to close}

1 would like to have (done something)

| would like to have done something = | regret now that | didn’t or couldn’t do it:
It's ashame we didn't see Anna. | would like to have seen her again.
We’'d like to have gone away, but we were too busy at home.

We use the same structure after would love / would hate / would prefer:
Poor David! | would hate to have been in his position.
I'd love to have gone to the party, but it was impossible,
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Exercises

Write sentences about yourself. Do you like these activities? Choose from these verbs:

like / don’t like love hate enjoy don’t mind

B R s i s e

(flying) ....L.¢ like flying... or ..l.dont
(playing cards}l
(being alone) ...

(goingtom useums}
(cooking) ...
(gettingupearly) ...

Make sentences using or . Sometimes either form is possible.

Paul lives in Berlin now. It's nice. He likes it.

(He/like /live / there) .. He Likes Lning BNEKE. e
Janeis a biclogy teacher. She likes her job

(She / like / teach / biology) She .. Ty

Joe always has his camera with hum ancl takes a lot c:f puctures

(He / like / take / pictures) ..

| used to workin a supermarket | d|dn t llke |t much

{1/ not / like / wark / there) .. S T P R A

Rachel is studying medicine. She l|ke5 |t

(She /like/ study  medicinmg) s T s T
Dan is famous, but he doesn't like it,

(He / not / like / be / famous) .. R

Jennifer is a very careful person She doesn t take many nsks

(Ehe O ey Bl T s ot e
| don'’t like surprises.

{1/ like / KNOW f EHINES /1M BAVANCE) .t e

Complete the sentences with a verb in the correct form, or . In two sentences either form
is possible.

It's fun to go to new places - | enjoy ravelling .

“Would you like.... down?‘ ‘Mo, thanks. I'll stand.

The music is very Ioud Wc-uld you mmd -.itdown?

How do you relax? What do you like .. R, -inyour spare time?

When | have to take a train, I'm always worrled that | Il miss rt So | like ...

to the station in plenty of time.

L @NJOY 1o DUSY. | dON't like it when there’s nothing to do.

| WOUL TOVE o PO YOUT wedding, but I'm afraid I'll be away.

| don't like ... . in this part of town. | want to move somewhere else.

Do you have a mmute? I'd E|ke e 10 yOU 2DOUL SOMething,

If there's bad news and good news, | llke et e LHE DA NEWS first,

Shall we leave now, or would you prefer ... .. @ litt1e?

Steve wants to win every time. He hates ...

Write sentences using ( ). Use the verbs in brackets.

It's a shame | couldn't go to the party. (like) ...l would like to have gone to the party. ... ... .. .
It's ashame | didn't see the programme. (like) .
I'm glad | didn't lose my watch. (hate) ...
It's too bad | didn’t meet your parents. (love) ...
PR IS [ WEsnTAloNE (MOT A IKEY conmmmmnsimroe s s
We should have travelled by Train. (Prefar) o
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