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SKILL BUILDER: READING + WRITING
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A. EXTRA VOCABULARY S
Con bam vao link/code dé nghe va doc lai tir vung nhé: : ; : _'
https://soundcloud.com/ms-chi-english/viet week-37 extra-wcabulary EI ¥ o s
No, New words Meanings No. New words Meanings
duge tinh todn thoi gian ; i z ; 2
I perfectly timed (phr.) | hoan hao, chinh xdc dén 7 snmbine prechslom ket hcrp ik Ch"?h e
; o with emotion (phr.) V(1 cdm xuc
timg gidy
2 Eltirl p(l:;nomem}n hién tugng van hoa 8 temporary escape (n) su thodat ly tam thoi
3 fan participation (n) A Elpele Rene 9 wrealistic rtamdards tiéu chudn phi thue té
him mo (n)
maintain a public duy tri hinh anh dam mo 1én, mo udc
4 image (phr.) cong ching 1 iream holdly (pize) tdo bao
, ) ) part of something RPN ST
5 KarER Sy Ayl duge kiém sodt can than 11 bigger than oneself l.a s Pl o dlc?’
(phr.) (pht) gi d6 10n hon ban than
o . bé ngoai bong bay,
6 shared memory (n) ky tre chung 12 glossy surface (n) o ahoing
B. CLASSWORK
READING
.P > WHEN K-POP COMES CLOSER
~

For many teenagers, K-pop does not feel like foreign music anymore. It is part of their daily
& routine; a playlist on the way to school, a short dance video after homework, a group chat full of
comeback photos, or a lightstick that is kept carefully on a bedroom shelf. What used to seem
distant — huge stages in Seoul, perfectly timed choreography, and fans from all over the world
singing in Korean — now feels much closer. In Vietnam, this feeling became especially clear
when major K-pop acts began to appear not only on phone screens, but also on local stages.

One of the most memorable examples was BLACKPINK's Born Pink concerts in Hanoi. For
Vietnamese fans, the event was not just about seeing four global stars perform live. It was
also a moment when the international K-pop world seemed to recognise Vietnam as an
important destination. Around the stadium, fans wore black and pink outfits, carried lightsticks,
exchanged fan-made goods, and recorded every detail before the show even started. The
concert itself lasted only a few hours, but for many peaple, the excitement began weeks earlier,
from ticket hunting to planning outfits and memorising fan chants.

This is one reason K-pop has become such a powerful cultural phenomenon. It is not simply a J:?
music genre. It is a whole system of sound, image, performance, storytelling, and fan participation.
A typical K-pop song may have a catchy chorus, a polished music video, and choreography
designed to be repeated online. Idols are expected to sing, dance, communicate with fans,
appear on shows, and maintain a public image. Behind the glossy surface, there is usually
intense training, strict schedules, and fierce competition. This mixture of glamour and discipline
makes K-pop attractive, but it also makes people curious about what really happens behind the
stage.
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For young fans, K-pop can offer more than entertainment. It can become a way to build
confidence and community. A student who is shy in class may feel completely different when \ i
performing a cover dance with friends. Someone who does not usually speak much English -
may suddenly leam new phrases from interviews, subtitles, or international fan posts. Online

fandoms can also help teenagers practise communication, creativity, editing, design, and

teamwork. Fans translate lyrics, make posters, organise birthday projects, and discuss theories

about music videos. In other words, being a fan can involve a surprising number of real-world

skills.

Vietnam'’s connection with K-pop is not limited to one famous concert. When groups such as
TEMPEST performed in Ho Chi Minh City, and when K-pop-themed festivals attracted young
singers and dancers in Hanoi, they showed that the relationship between Korean pop culture
and Vietnamese audiences is becoming more active, Fans are not only waiting for celebrities to
arrive; they are creating their own stages, cover videos, dance crews, and online communities.
The border between audience and performer is becoming less fixed. A teenager watching a
music video today might be leading a dance team tomorrow.

However, the popularity of K-pop also raises interesting questions. Why can a
song in a language many fans do not fully understand still feel so emotional?
Why do people spend hours learning a dance routine from a three-minute
video? Why can a concert become a shared memory for thousands of strangers?
Part of the answer may lie in the way K-pop combines precision with emotion.
The performances are carefully produced, but the feelings they create are very
real. Fans may admire the artists’ talent, but they also connect with ideas such

as ambition, friendship, self-expression, and growth.

There is also a social side to the experience. At a concert, the most powerful
moment is not always the loudest song or the most expensive stage effect.
Sometimes it is the sound of the crowd singing together, the glow of lightsticks
moving like waves, or the realisation that thousands of people around you love
the same thing. For teenagers who often feel pressure from school, family
expectations, or social media, this shared excitement can feel like a temporary
escape. It gives them a space where they can be energetic, emotional, and part
of something bigger than themselves.

Still, it is important to look at K-pop with both admiration and awareness. The
industry can inspire young people to work hard and dream boldly, but it can also
create unrealistic standards of beauty, success, and perfection. Fans may feel
connected to idels, but they should remember that public images are carefully
managed. Enjoying K-pop in a healthy way means appreciating the music and
performances without comparing one’s own life too harshly with the polished
version shown online.

Perhaps this is what makes K-pop such an interesting topic for students to read
about. It is colourful and exciting on the surface, but underneath it are deeper
themes: global culture, youth identity, technology, business, creativity, and
belonging. When K-pop comes to Vietnam, it brings more than famous songs and
shining stages. It creates moments when young people can see how culture travels,

how communities are formed, and how a performance can turn into a memory
that lasts long after the final song ends.
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I. Read the text and decide if the statements are True or False. '\\ /;
1. K-pop is now part of many teenagers' daily routine. —
2. Fans at the BLACKPINK concert did not interact with each other. —
3. The excitement around the concert only started on the day of the show. —
4. Being a K-pop fan can help teenagers build real-world skills. —
5. Vietnamese fans only enjoy K-pop by watching famous groups perform. —

11. Read the text and fill in each blank with ONE word.

1.

il e

K-pop raises a question: why can a song feel emotional even in a fans do not
understand?

K-pop combines with emotion in its performances.

At a concert, thousands of people singing can be the most powerful moment.
For teenagers under pressure, K-pop can feel like a temporary
K-pop can create standards of beauty and perfection.

WRITING

Write an open leiter to someone you admire

People often write open letters not only to express admiration, but also to share how someone
has genuinely influenced their lives.

Write an open letter to someone you admire (real or fictional). Explain how this person has
influenced you — for example, in the way you think, your confidence, your creativity, or your
attitude towards life. Be specific and reflective, not just complimentary.

I. Writing checklist

Section What to include Useful language

Opening / Greeting

Dear [Name], / [ am writing to you as
someone who... / You may not know
me, but...

Address the person directly and introduce
yourself briefly

Describe a specific moment that affected I'still remember the first time One

Reason 1 moment that stayed with me was.../
you When I heard / watched...
Explain how their work has changed you | Because of your music, I... / It helped
Reason 2 — in confidence, creativity, or how you me realise that... / [ began to... / I used

see the world to... but now...

Personal reflection

I am not writing this to flatter you. /
What [ want you to know is... / This is
not just admiration — it is...

Be honest and specific — not just
complimentary

: Thank you for... / I hope you know
Closing "lhanlk them and end warmly but that... / Yours sincerely, / With
genuinely gratitude ]

I1. Model letter

Dear Rosé,
[ am writing to you as someone who has followed your work for several years. You may not know me, but

your music has been part of some important moments in my life.
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1 still remember the first time I heard your solo performances. What stayed with me was not just your voice, \
but the fact that you seemed genuinely emotional on stage; not forced, but real. At the time, I was going
through a difficult period at school and did not feel confident about expressing myself in front of others.
Because of watching you perform, [ began to believe that showing emotion is not a weakness. | started joining
my school's art club, and for the first time, I shared my drawings with others instead of keeping them private.
I used to think that being creative was something to hide. Now [ see it differently.
I am not writing this to flatter you. What I want you to know is that your work reminded me that it is okay to
be honest about who you are, even when it feels uncomfortable.
Thank you for continuing to perform with that kind of sincerity. I hope you know that it reaches people in
ways you might not expect.
With gratitude,
Linh

I11. Write your own open letter.

- Include:
s A greeting that addresses the person you admire directly and introduces yourself briefly
e A specific moment that affected you
¢ How their work changed you in terms of confidence, creativity, or how you see the world
o  An honest, personal reflection — not just compliments
e A closing that thanks them genuinely
- Use the checklist and model letter to help you.
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C. HOMEWORK N 4

L A

VOCABULARY (16 questions)

I. Con hgc thude nghia ciia tir, chinh phat dm theo tir dién va chép méi tir & phan A. Extra Vocabulary
(trang 1) 1 dong vio vi ghi.

IL. Fill in each blank with the correct word or phrase from the box.

il B =T Ll o

glossy surface escape maintain dream boldly

shared memory unrealistic cultural phenomenon carefully managed
K-pop has become a(n) ; it is now much more than just music.
Behind the of K-pop, idols often face very difficult working conditions.
Everything fans see online is : nothing is accidental.
Idols have to a public image at all times, even in their personal lives.
For many teenagers, listening to K-pop is a temporary from school stress.
A concert can become a(n) for thousands of people who were there together.
K-pop encourages young people to work hard and about their future.
The industry sometimes creates standards that make fans feel they are not

good enough.

I11. For each question, choose the correct answer A, B, or C.

K-pop and Its Impact

A. Jake

Jake has been a K-pop fan for three years. At first, he only enjoyed the music, but he soon realised that concerts
create a shared memory for everyone who attends. He says that standing in a crowd of thousands of people
singing the same song made him feel like he was part of something bigger than himself for the first time.

B. Sophie

Sophie is interested in the business side of K-pop. She knows that idols have to maintain a public image at all
times and that everything fans see is carefully managed. She worries that this creates unrealistic standards for
young people who compare their real lives to what they see online.

C. Leo
Leo loves K-pop because it encourages him to dream boldly. He says the industry shows that hard work and
dedication can take you far. He also appreciates how K-pop combines precision with emotion — the

performances are perfectly planned, but the feelings they create are completely real.

Questions

1.

Who feels that K-pop made them feel connected to a larger group? —

2. Who is concerned about the negative effects of K-pop on young people's self-image? —
3. Who appreciates how K-pop balances technical skill with genuine feeling? —
4. Who talks about how idols' public appearances are planned and controlled? —
5. Who says K-pop inspires them to have big ambitions? —
6. Who describes a concert as a powerful collective experience? —
7. Who thinks the polished image of idols may not reflect reality? —
8. Who connects their personal growth to the values K-pop promotes? —
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READING PRACTICE (10 questions)
Luu y:
1. Khi lam bai tép co tir mdi, cic con phai tra tir dién. Sau khi tra tir dién, cac con chép mdi tir méi 1 dong dé ghi nho.
2. Cac con gach chén cac tir khoa chinh trong bai.

Exercise 1: Read the text from Classwork (page 1-2) again and match two halves to make complete
sentences.

1. K-pop has become a cultural | a. intense training, strict schedules, and
phenomenon because fierce competition.

2. Behind the glossy surface of K- 5 b. itencourages fans to create their own
pop, idols face stages, videos, and online communities.

3. Vietnam's connection with K-pop c. itisa whole system of sound, image,
goes beyond concerts because 3 performance, and fan participation.

4. AtaK-pop concert, one of the 4 d. without comparing their own lives too
most powerful moments can be harshly with what they see online.

5. Enjoying K-pop in a healthy way 5 e. thousands of people singing together
means appreciating the music and feeling part of the same experience.

Exercise 2: Read the text from Classwork (page 1-2) again and complete the summary with the words
in the text.

K-pop performances are known for their (1) timed choreography and highly polished

production. However, behind the (2) surface, idols face intense training, strict schedules, and

fierce competition that fans rarely see. What fans do see — the interviews, photoshoots, and social media

posts — is (3) managed to protect the idol's public image. Despite this, K-pop continues to

inspire young people to work hard and (4) boldly about their future. For many fans, being

part of a fandom means feeling part of something bigger than (5) — a global community

connected by music, creativity, and shared passion.
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