SCOTLAND'S NATIONAL FLOWER

England has the rose, Wales the daffodil, Ireland the shamrock and Scotland...the thistle.
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Second only to tartan, nothing quite says 'Scotland' like this humble, prickly weed. But how on earth did it become the proud emblem

of an entire nation?

DID YOU KNOW?
The thistle first appears as a royal symbol on silver coins issued by James IIT in 1470.

NEMO ME IMPUNE LACESSIT
(NO ONE ATTACKS ME WITH IMPUNITY)

LATIN MOTTO OF THE ORDER OF THE THISTLE
FIVE FACTS

1. Mysterious origins

In truth, no one knows for certain how the purple-flowered thistle rose to such lofty significance. But one legend tells of a sleeping
party of Scottish warriors were saved from ambush by an invading Norse army when one of the enemies trod on the spiky plant.

His anguished cry roused the slumbering warriors who duly vanquished the invader and adopted the thistle as their national sy mbol.
Of course, there is not a shred of evidence to support this account, but it certainly makes a good story,

2. There's more than one

Scotland is home (o not just one, but several varieties of thistle, some native and others exotic, and no one is quite sure which is the
true symbol of Scotland. Is it the Spear or Musk Thistle? Or maybe it's the poetic-sounding Melancholy Thistle or Our Lady's Thistle?
And what about the Cotton Thistle?

‘Which could it be? Your guess is as good as ours.

3. It's inspired poetry

Forget 4 Red, Red Rose, Rabbie Burns' ode to romantic love - the thistle is responsible for one of the finest and influential poems in
the Scottish literary canon, Hugh MacDiarmid's 4 Drunk Man Looks at the Thistle, an epic, stream-of-consciousness poem that
touches on everything from the state of the nation and the mysteries of the universe to the wondrous joy that is whisky.

In short, it's essential reading for anyone planning a trip to Scotland.

uaLIVEWORKSHEETS



4

. A badge of honour

The thistle has been an important symbol of Scottish heraldry for over 500 years. It also represents one of the highest honours the
country can give an individual, Founded by James 11 m 1687, the Most Ancient and Most Noble Order of the Thistle is an order of
chivalry which is bestowed to those who have made an outstanding contribution to the life of Scotland and the greater United
Kingdom. HM The Queen alone invests those in the Order of the Thistle which is second only to the Most Noble Order of the Garter
in precedence.
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. It's everywhere

Thistles aren't just found in gardens, parks and in the countryside. Keep your eyes peeled and you will see the insignia emblem
cropping up all over Scotland, from the strip of the international rugby team and football clubs, to local businesses and major

organisations and corporations, to the uniforms of police officers.
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latch the words to the definitions.
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10. a usually extended representation in monologue
of a fictional character's thought and feeling: _

11. insignia;

12. customs of medieval knighthood: _

. elevated in status:

. attack by surprise from a hidden place:

. stepped on:
tormented:
. awakened:

. properly:

. defeated in battle:

the least bit:

. accepted rule:

13. granted:

14. emerge, come out: _

Finish these sentences.
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. The thistle is

. Thanks to a thistle, Scottish warriors

ambush
anguished
bestowed
canon
chivalry
crop up
duly
heraldry
lofty
roused
shred
stream of consciousness

trod (infinitive: tread)

vanquished

. There are various

. The thistle mnspired

. For over 500 years

. Thistles can be found

. They are also an emblem of

uaLIVEWORKSHEETS



