Translingual Chinese-American Literature Reading Practice - The Joy Luck Club

THE

JOY LUCK
CLUB

Task 1: Answer the following questions in short notes.

1. What do you think people usually do to cope with fear and hardship? Why
do you think storytelling, food, and social gatherings might be especially important?

2. What kinds of values or attitudes do you expect Amy Tan's mother to
represent?

3. From the title The Joy Luck Club, what do you think “joy” and “luck” might
symbolise beyond their literal meaning?
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Task 2: Match the words/expressions (1-9) with their definitions (A-1).
Try to rely on logic and context rather than a dictionary.

Task 3: Read the passage and complete the tasks below.
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Task 4: Choose one task:

Option 1: Write one sentence explaining the life philosophy of Amy Tan's mother as
presented in the text.

Option 2: In 1-2 sentences, explain what the Joy Luck Club symbolised for Amy Tan's
mother and her friends.

Task 5: Read the extract again more carefully and answer the questions in full sentences.

1 How is life outside the Joy Luck Club described? Identify at least two images
that create this atmosphere.
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2. Why did other people mostly condemn these weekly banquets?

3. Why is the description of food impaortant, even though the food is actually
poor in quality?

4, What contrast does the author create between fear/despair and chosen
happiness?

5. Why do you think silence is required during the mahjong game?

6. How do storytelling and laughter function as more than simple

entertainment?

Task 6: Match the terms with their explanations. You may briefly research if needed.
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The text also mentions several symbolic foods. Find and state each of these foods’ symbolic
meaning according to the passage. Answer the questions:

Why do you think this particular food came to symbolise that meaning?

What qualities of the food (shape, colour, length, rarity, taste, etc.) might
explain the symbolism?
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Task 7: Answer the following question:

What does this passage reveal about Chinese cultural values such as hope, resilience,
community, and choice?

How does Amy Tan's portrayal challenge the idea that joy must only exist when life is easy?
Support your ideas with:
At least one example from the text

At least one cultural or symbolic element (food, storytelling, games, silence,
repetition of rituals)
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