Ukrainian Consonant Alternation in the Prepositional Case

The Prepositional Case (micuesnii Binminok) is used after certain prepositions such as:
B /y (in), Ha (on/at), npu (at/by), no (along/around)
Example:

¢ y mkori (in the school)
« Hapobori (at work)

Consonant Alternation Before -i

Some masculine nouns change their final consonant when the prepositional ending -i is added.

This happens mainly with nouns ending in r, K, X.

Final consonant Changes to Example
r 3 oeper — Ha Gepesi
K i Oik — Ha Gorti
X c pyX — v pyci

More examples

Nominative Prepositional Meaning

Oeper Ha Depesi on the shore
OiK Ha Gori on the side
pik v poui in the year
pyvX Y pyci in motion

Important Notes

1. Some nouns use the ending -y / -10 instead of -i, so the consonant does not change.

Example: Rule of Thumb for Students

1. Ask: Does it take -i or -y?
Nominative Prepositional 2. If -i, check for consonant alternation (r-»s, k=u, x-c).
nax Ha J1axy 3. If -y, the consonant does not change.

2. Most masculine nouns keep the vowel in the stem.
A few short, common nouns ending in -ik (like pik- poyi) change i — o in the prepositional case.

This is a historical pattern and mostly memorization-based.
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Practice: Choose the correct form of the noun in the prepositional case.

l. MurynaemMo  HIOOHSA. 6. Cobaka ciuTh  KIMHATH.
A) y napk A) y kyTi
B) y napki B) y kyry
C) y napky C)y kyra

2. Kit cuaute _ OYIHHKY. 7. TypucTH CTOSIIH i JMBHITHCS HA PIUKY.
A) Ha maxy an > A) Ha MoCTY
B) na maci : B) na mocrti
C) ma gaxi C) Ha MOCT

3. Mu 3yctpinucs o TperTiit roguHi. 8. CTyaeHTH HABYAKITHCS
A) ¥ My3er A) B yHiBepcuTeTy B
B) y mysei B) B yniBepcureri :‘
C) y my3eroi C) B yHiBEpCHTET

4. Bouu BignounBatoTs ___ Oinsg OyaHHKY. 9. Mu KHBEMO __ B3Ke JIBa POKH.
A)y cani ' — A) y Kuesi
B) y cany B) y Kuesy m‘*z"‘p'{';
C) vy can C) y Kuis

5. Mu npuixanu jo Kanagn . 10. Pubanku cHiing _ pidvky.

A) y 2025 poui A) na beperi
B) y 2025 poky B) na Gepesi
C) y 2025 pik C) na Gepery
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