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Exploring Themes of The Giver

In Lois Lowry's The Gier, the community where Jonas lives has eliminated pain,
fear, and conflict by creating a world of “Sameness.” There is no war, no hunger,
and no true danger. Everyone follows strict rules, and choices about jobs,
families, and even feelings are carefully controlled by the leaders. On the
surface, this society seems safe and peaceful.

But as Jonas becomes the Receiver of Memory, he learns that this safety has
come at a high cost. Without pain, the people also cannot feel true joy. Without
conflict, they have no true love. Words like “release" are used to hide the truth
about death. Memories of color, music, and deep emotion have been erased
from daily life.

Through Jonas's journey, Lowry explores the idea that freedom, choice, and
even suffering are necessary to fruly be human. The Giwve rasks us to think: Is it
better to live in a world without pain, even if it also means living without love,
individuality, and truth?

Questions

1. What is "Sameness” in the community, and why was it created?

2. What important role does Jonas take on, and how does it change his
understanding of the world?

3. Why does the community use the word "release,” and what does it hide?

4, What theme does Jonas's discovery of color, music, and memory represent?

5. Based on the passage, what do you think Lois Lowry suggests is necessary to
live a full human life?

6. Do you think you would choose to live in Jonas's community-safe and without
pain-or in our world, with both pain and joy? Why?2
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