Media & Entertainment (Truyén thong & Giai tri)

EXAM SKILLS

18 Read the passage and answer questions 1-14.

REALITY 0%

Reality TV accounts for 67% of TV programmes watched

by Americans. A huge range of programme types come
under the banner ‘Reality TV', some of them mare edifying than
others. Thereare those which follow the pattern of one of the
earliestrealityshows, 8ig Brother, where a group of people
have to co-exist in a house, their every move being filmed. Then
there are the competitive shows where ordinary people
competein skills such as singing, cooking, diving, ice-skating or
work-related skills like sales and entrepreneurship. Another
sub-genre is the self- or home improvement/makeaver type of
show, such as What Not to Wear, The Biggest Loser or Hoarders.
Some of the most popular reality TV shows are those of the
social experiment sub-genre, such as The World's Strictest
Farents, where misbehaving teens are sent to live in a less
liberal family, usually in a distant country. Perhaps the most
educational type which comes under the reality TV heading are
the programmes that follow somecne with an interesting or
useful jobx doing their ordinary day-to-day work. This is the one
type of reality TV show most parents encourage their children
towatch, as they can learn about the work of police officers,
paramedics, doctors, pilots and teachers.

Sa how can we account for the immense popularity of

reality TV? One reason it has found favour with viewers is
that for most ordinary pecple it is their best hope of achieving
at least a degree of fame or notoriety. A tiny minority might
even become really famous and be rewarded with a TV show of
theirown, A survey of 239 people revealed that, contrary to
common belief, most reality TV fanswere not [ess sociable or
lessintelligent than others. It was thought that the main aim of
watching such shows was to be able todiscussthem with
friends and co-workers. However, that has alwaysbeen one of
the reasons people watch any kind of TV programme. What is
different about reality TV aficionados is that they desire a rise in
status and strongly value prestige. Reality TV has produced
‘stars' with little or no actual talent in conventional terms.
Although they can't sing, dance or act, the force of their
personality has shot them to stardomn through an appearance
ona TVshow. From there, many have launched careersas ‘TV
personalities’ and achieved the wealth and fame they
craved. Itis no wonder, then, that so many hope to
follow their example.

BN uniTor/ReADING

Cne crucial point about reality TV is
that the nameitselfis a misnomer. It is not
actually‘real’ While producers don’t go as far as having scripts,
they edit footage in such a way as to distort what really
happened. Events are twisted to create anillusion of conflict or
to shape a morainteresting storyline. Participants are told to
adapt their own personalities to suit the requiremnents of the
show. For example, a lady with a pleasant and gentle
personality was told to ‘act mean’ or be ejected from the show.
Similarly, though viewers assume that either judges or the
voting public have the power to eliminate contestants, in fact
the producers retain the decision-making power. If a candidate
in a singing competition has been voted off by the public, he or
she may be kept on for amusement value, not for the quality of
his or her singing. One producer admitted that a *24-hour
bathroom makeover’ actually had a crew working on it behind
the scenes for at least two weeks.

D Apart from theillusions of reality, what other criticisms are
made of reality TV? Author Mark Andrejevic wrote inthe
New Tork Times in 2012 that reality TV in post 9/11 society
represents the ‘normalisation of surveillance’, In all our favourite
TV shows, the cameras are on the participants 24 hours a day. It
therefore doesn't seemn so strange when our own activities are
caughtan CCTV as we move around our cities and workplaces.
Another accusation levied at some of these shows is that they
glamorise vulgarity and consumerism. An American show called
Taddlers and Tiaros, for example, shows little girds dressing up in
skimpy costumes and make-up to take part in beauty pageants.
Their parents spend thousands of dollars to parade their tiny
children, some barely old enough to walk, in front of judges,
who evaluate their beauty, clothes and modelling skills. The
children featured in this and similar shows are growing up to
focus only on winning and many are totally unable to accept
defeat. Many reality TV shows feature a ‘confessional’, where
contestants are encouraged to back-stab and report on their
fellow contestants, Unethical behaviour is valued and rewarded
because it boosts viewing figures. The plethora of shows
encouraging us to change our we'ght, wardrobe, job, house and
car creates generations of discontented individuals who feel
themselves inadequate with who they are and what they have,

—
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E To make matters worse, the experience of being on reality
TV is not what it appears. These shows are so popular
with the television companies because they are so cheap to
produce. The producers' aimis to get as much talent as
possible for aslow a price as possible. While appearing on a
reality show, you can expect your expenses to be paid, but you

will probably only receive 520 or 530 a day. What is more, you
can expect every aspect of your background and family to be
investigated in detail. Amything you would prefer to remain
hidden will inevitably come out. And the person who becomes
the reality star will not be 'you'. It will be a character created by
the producers who happens to have your face, So, if you are
longing for your 15 minutes of fame, be aware of the risks of
achieving it through reality TV.

Questions 1-6
The text has five paragraphs, A-E. Which paragraph contains the following information?
Write the correct letter, A-E.

N.B. You may use any letter more than once.

1 What attracts people to watch reality TV
2 An explanation for the promation of bad behaviour on reality TV
3 Adescription of ashow the writer disapproves of
] 4 Anexampleofwhythe termreality TV is misleading
l,'.-: 5 Some examples of shows that might benefit young pecple
i "{1 6 A piece of research that reveals information about fans of reality TV
Questions 7-10
| Answer the guestions below. Choose NO MORE THAN TWO WORDS from the passage for
each answer.
7 How does the writer describe programmes that show people doing their job?

8 What does the writer say can help people achieve fame if they have no special
talent?

9 Who has the ultimatedecision about the elimination of competitors?
10 What feature of reality TV invites participants to criticise their peers?
Questions 11-14
Complete each sentence with the correct ending, A-G, below,
11 People who like watching reality TV
12 The effects of reality TV on society
13 Producers of reality TV
14 People who take partin reality TV shows

A include the development of competitiveness and materialistic attitudes.
B will pay lots of money for the right people.

C may not realise how intrusive and financially unrewarding it will be.

D are willing to distort reality to attract more viewers.

E tend to aspire to raising their status in society.

F are usually grateful to be given a chance of becoming famous.

G are particularly damaging for young girls.

UNITO7 READING
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1. Nhém tir vé Thé loai va San xuat (Media & Production)

Tir vurng Phién am Y nghia Vi du trong bai
Edifying (adj) /'edifarn/ Mang tinh gido duc, khai sang
Sub-genre (n) /'sab za:nra/ Thé loai con

Entrepreneurship (n)||// ontrapra’na:fip/|[Tinh than khoi nghiép

Misnomer (n) / m1s'navma(r)/ (S nham 13n tén goi

Footage (n) /' fotrdz/ Canh quay, thudc phim

2. Nhém tir vé Tam ly va Sy ndi tiéng (Psychology & Fame)

Bai doc nay phan tich sdu vao ly do tai sao con ngudi khao khat sy chi y. Bay la nhitng tir "Level 7.0+" cho
phan Speaking Part 3:

« Notoriety (n) / nauta ramati/: Sy tai ti€éng (ndi tiéng vi digu xau).
« Aficionado (n) /3 fife'na:dawv/: Nguéi cubng nhiét, ngudi am hiéu sadu vé mét linh vurc.
« Stardom (n) /'sta:dam/: Canh ngdi sao, cwrang vi ngdi sao.
» Crave (v) /kretv/: Khao khat manh liét (thudrng dung cho danh tiéng, su chi y).
» Prestige (n) /pre'sti:3/: Uy tin, thanh thé.
3. Nhém tir vé Chi trich va Tac ddng x3 hoi (Criticism & Social Impact)

Day 1a nhirng tir vung cuc ky "dat" dé ban str dung trong bai viét nghi luan vé cac van dé tiéu cyc clia x3 hoi
hién dai.

« Surveillance (n) /s3:'verlans/: Sy giam sat (nhw camera CCTV).

« Vulgarity (n) /val geerati/: Su thé tuc, kém tham m¥.

« Unethical (adj) /an'eB1kl/: V6 dao dirc, khong ding quy tac hanh nghé.
« Plethora (n) /'pleBara/: Su qua thira thai.

» Inadequate (adj) /in'a=dikwat/: Thay ban than kém coi, khéng di tot.

« Distort (v) /d1'sta:t/: Bop méo, xuyén tac (sy that).
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EXTRA EXERCISES

1. Matching Headings (N&i tiéu d&)

List of Headings: Questions:
i. The financial benefits for TV companies. 1. Paragraph A:
ii. A diverse range of reality categories. 2. Paragraph B:
iii. The impact on social behavior and 3. Paragraph C:
privacy.

4. Paragraph D:

iv. The desire for status and fame. W —

v. The deception behind the "reality" label.

vi. Why parents prefer educational shows.

vii. The risks and personal costs for

contestants.

2. Summary Completion (Hoan thanh ban tém tit) NO MORE THAN TWO WORDS

Reality TV is often considered a (B).....cccccoevvnevvnnnn, because it is not truly "real". Producers frequently
Dhsasnsannsas the events and footage to create interesting storylines or conflicts. Furthermore,
some critics, like Mark Andrejevic, argue that these shows lead to the (8)......cccccececiiinen. of surveillance
in our daily lives. Another concern is that the shows reward (9)......coceevvveviiiinnne because it helps increase
the number of viewers. This environment can make people feel (10)..............cce....... With their own lives,

leading to a sense of inadequacy.
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