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TASK 3

YOU ARE GOING TO READ AN ARTICLE ABOUT LANCE ARMSTRONG

SOME WORDS ARE MISSING FROM THE TEXT. USE THE WORDS IN BRACKETS TO
FORM THE WORDS THAT FIT IN THE GAPS (1-10.)

THEN WRITE THE APPROPRIATE FORM OF THESE WORDS ON THE LINES AFTER
THE TEXT. USE ONLY ONE WORD FOR EACH GAP. | THERE IS AN EXAMPLE (0) AT
THE BEGINNING
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Lance Armstrong's confession was too little and far too late

The cyclist's appearance on Oprah still leaves many questions unanswered

What was the old, (0.) (cancer-survive), rival-bashing Lance Armstrong like? He
was, he revealed to Oprah Winfrey last week, "a guy who expected to get whatever he wanted
and control every outcome". But here was the problem: that old Lance Armstrong bore more
than a passing (1.) (resemble) to the new, flawed, semi-contrite one. By choosing
the medium of the TV (2.) (confess), Armstrong believed he could manipulate the
discussion once again. His failure to recognise quite how deep a hole he's in is hubris on an
epic scale.lt is hard to think of anyone in public life who has lied as Armstrong has.
Everything about his cycling career has been built on a (3.) (persistent) restated
deception: I did not take performance-(4.) (enhance) drugs. He became a really world-
class (5.) (lie) and there is evidence that even now he is finding the habit a hard one to
give up. His claim that he never doped after 2005 is strongly (6.) (contest) by the
United States Anti-Doping Agency. There are numerous other (7.) (answer)
questions from the Oprah interview that need to be addressed now by legal and anti-doping
authorities. Armstrong was right on one point: he may have been a kingpin, but he is only one
guy. It's worth remembering just how (8.) (ingrain)drug use is in professional
cycling. In the very first races, in the late 19th century, riders took morphine, cocaine, even
bull's blood and the (9.) (crush)testicles of wild animals. There has never been an era
that has not been tainted by doping.All of which should give us hope — and caution — for the
future of the sport. Armstrong hogged the headlines last week, but on Thursday there was a
(10.) (cheery) announcement when the routes for three British stages of the 2014 Tour
de France were revealed. Millions of Britons will turn out to watch. Will they be able to
believe what they are watching? A full, explicit confession from Armstrong is essential for
everyone to move on. Cycling may be the boom sport of the new century, but the people who
love it don't have infinite patience.

The Observer, Sunday, 20 January 2013
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