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Every year on April 22, people celebrate Earth Day. It is a day to learn about and
remember the importance of protecting our planet. The first Earth Day was held in 1970. That
year, US *Senator Gaylord Nelson was worried about the environment because he didn't think
that people protected (a) it enough. He wanted to make Americans know more about
environmental issues. To do this, he planned a national protest, and (b) it was a huge success!
Later, Earth Day became an international day. For example, people in Afghanistan planted 28
million trees on Earth Day 2011. And on Earth Day 2012, over 100,000 people in China rode
bicycles to work. In 2024, the global theme for Earth Day was "Planet vs. Plastics.” The goal

was to global plastic production by 60% by 2040.
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