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The Korean Alphabet

Hangeul is the alphabet for the Korean language. It has fourteen consonants and ten
vowels. King Sejong created it in 1443 (A) & AMES0| €A £835t= A8 840 H0 7| Uj
0. He explained how he designed Hangeul in the book, Hunminjeongeum. First, the
consonants of Hangeul look similar to parts of the mouth and throat. (B) the
letter “0" looks like the opening at the back of the throat. Second, the vowels are based on
three things: sky, earth, and people. All of the vowels in Hangeul are formed by a combination
of these three things. So people can learn Hangeul easily. At first, only some Koreans used
Hangeul, but in 1894, it became the official language.
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