BILINGUALS:
EXOTIC BIRDS
OR EVERYDAY
PEOPLE?

by Johan Acosta

é One of the myths is that
bilingualism is uncommon,
a5 if we bilinguals are like
rare, exotic birds, ’




A Read the title of the text. What do you think it will discuss? Read to find out.

B Read the text again and match the questions to the answers

What six languages do you think the writer and his sister speak?

How do you think the writer learnt each of his languages?

How many of the world's people are thought to be bilingual?

What are those who leamn their second language as children better at compared to those whao learn a second language as adults?

What health benefit of being bilingual is mentioned in the text?

1 around fifty percent

2 Danish, English, Portuguese, Spanish, ltalian, German

3 protection against mental ilnesses such as Alzheimer's

4 Danish and English from his mother; Spanish from his father; Portuguese, Italian and German from living in countries where
those languages are spoken.

5 pronunciation
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C Match words or phrases in the text with the meanings 1-6 below.

1 relating to the language you grew up speaking pick up (pick something up)
(paragraph 1)

2 learnt by listening/watching other people persistent myths
(paragraph 2)

3 speaking many languages (paragraph 3) acquire

4 false ideas that people continue to believe and

repeat (paragraph 3) multilingual

5 learn without needing to try hard, &.g. a language

{paragraph 5) gain insights

6 understand important truths about a subject

{paragraph 7) native
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