A Read the title of the text. What do you think it will discuss? Read to find out.
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BILINGUALS:
EXOTIC BIRDS
OR EVERYDAY
PEOPLE?

by Johan Acosta

randpa shouts, "Dinner’s ready™

in Danish. My mother asks me in

English o lay the table. As | do
s0, [ catch the theme tune of the Brazilian
soap opera on TV in the living room, where
my sister is reluxing. She speaks perfect
Portuguese. My father asks her to record
the programme in his native Spanish, and
we take our places at the table. And what's
on the menw? talian meatballs,

We know we aren’t a normal family. At
any mament. you might hear conversations
in four different languages, and almost
everyone understands almost everything.
But what is normal these days? My mother
is half-Danish. half-English, and my father.
who is from Bolivia, speaks Spanish and
Guarani. Because of my mather’s work
(she’s now retired). we lived in Brazil, [taly
and Germany, so we picked up three more
languages. Now as adults, my sister and T
both speak sixlanguages.

B Read the text again and match the questions to the answers
What six languages do you think the writer and his sister speak?

How do you think the writer learnt each of his languages?

How many of the world's people are thought to be bilingual?

What are those who leam their second language as children better at compared to those who learn a second language as adults?

What health benefit of being bilingual is mentioned in the text?

1 around fifty percent

2 Danish, English, Portuguese, Spanish, Italian, German

3 protection against mental illnesses such as Alzheimer's

Reing dilingual. orin our case multilingual. hac
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as {f we bilinguals are like rare, cxotic birds, The truth ks
that around fifty percent of the world's inhabitants ore
hilingunt. The continents with the most lugmnham
are Asiaand Africa. In Nigeria alone. SO0 Tanguages are
spoken. In [ndis 400,
languages as & child to be truly bilingual. My sister and |
Are forTunate 1o Uhis respect. but we know coantless people
who have mastered a second language as adulis. They
may not have such perfect pronunciation as those who
acquire thelr second language as Childien, but they are still
completely luent and nccurute.

Another myth about bilinguuls concerns identity, Some
people think we have split perconalities. As kids, my sistar
andd [ were olten ssked “But where are you neally rom?
Dor't you get confused=" Not at all. | am me. the product
of many cultures. | can switeh lnnguages easily. according
towhere Lam and wha I"m with, and this seems completely
natural 10 me.

Ay for the benefits, bilinguals do beter on certain
tosts, are better protected ngainst mental linesses such
s Alsheimer's, gain Insights into other cultures, have
wocess to more of the world's information. and are i1 some
contexts more etnployuble. Belog bilingual has made me
who | am, and for that I'm grateful,

‘ One of the myths is that
bilingualism is uncommon,
as if we bilinguals are like

rare, exotic birds. ’

4 Danish and English from his mother; Spanish from his father; Portuguese, Italian and German from living in countries where

those languages are spoken.

5 pronunciation
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C Match words or phrases in the text with the meanings 1-6 below.
1 relating to the language you grew up speaking
(paragraph 1)

2 learnt by listening/watching other people
(paragraph 2)

3 speaking many languages (paragraph 3)

4 false ideas that people continue to believe and
repeat (paragraph 3)

5 learn without needing to try hard, e.g. a language
(paragraph 5)

6§ understand important truths about a subject
(paragraph 7)

pick up (pick something up)

persistent myths

acquire

multilingual

gain insights

native
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