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Signs and symptoms
Shock

Paramedics often have to deal with shock, a condition
that is often caused by major trauma such as a traffic
accident. Shock occurs when the heart is unable to
supply enough blood to the organs. This results in a
slowing-down of the vital functions, and can cause
death. Shock is difficult to diagnose in its early stages,
which makes it hard to treat. Read about the signs and

symptoms of shock, and complete them with words
below.

dangerously blood pressure
abdominal cardiovascular
respiratory intestines
abnormally coma
gastrointestinal central nervous syst
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affected. This can
cause changes in
personality, and
restlessness. In
advanced stages,
confusion and
ultimately
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may be
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high (hyperthermia).
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problems may
develop. The patient’s
heart often beats
abnormally fast, but
heavy bleeding may

_ cause it to beat too
slowly.

| An abnormal

" increase in breathing
" ratecanleadto

*distress

d o failure.

.

P TN

8
problems arise from
alack of blood supply.
The 2
can stop working and
canstart todie. This
cancause

n Pa.t“'

nausea, vomiting, or
diarrhoea. '
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S high in theearly
§ stages, but then
hypotension is
common as it falls
! low.
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