Essay Structure: “The Causes of Deforestation”

1. Introduction (Paragraph 1)

1. What is the main topic of the essay?

2. How does the writer introduce the topic of deforestation?

3. What statistic does the writer use to show the seriousness of the problem?

4. According to the introduction, what are the two main causes of deforestation?

5. What is the purpose of the introduction in this essay?
o a) To give examples of deforestation
o b) To describe the effects of deforestation

o c¢) To introduce the topic and state the causes

2. Body Paragraph 1 — Cause 1: Wood Production

1. What is the first cause of deforestation mentioned by the writer?
2. What is the main idea of this paragraph?

o a) The illegal woed trade

o b) The role of wood in people's lives

o ¢) Wood production as a major cause of deforestation
3. How does the writer support the main idea? (Choose two)

o a) Gives examples of how wood is used

o b) Explains how the population increase affects wood demand
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o c) Describes the types of trees being cut

4. What example does the writer give to show the illegal side of wood production?

5. What linking expressions show cause and effect in this paragraph? (Write one or two

examples.)

3. Body Paragraph 2 — Cause 2: Agricultural Land

1. What is the second cause of deforestation?

2. Whatis the main reason farmers cut down forests?

3. How does the writer connect population growth to agriculture?

4. Why do people in richer countries contribute to deforestation?
o a) They use more paper
o b) They eat more meat
o ¢) They move to forest areas

5. What example does the writer use to show the effect on animals?

4. Conclusion (Final Paragraph)

1. What two main causes are repeated in the conclusion?
2. What solution does the writer suggest to reduce deforestation?

3. How does the writer show that the essay is coming to an end? (Which phrase signals
this?)
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4. What is the purpose of a conclusion in a cause essay?
o a) To add new causes
o b) To summarize and suggest solutions

o ¢) To list statistics
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