SPEAKING Ma. Nguyen Thuy

TRAVEL & HOLIDAYS

IELTS Speaking Part 1 — Short-Answer Questions

£l Why do people enjoy travelling to other countries?
comfort zones cultural differences informal education personal values

1 think travel appeals to people because it offers a refreshing change of scenery and a genuine chance to step

outside their (1) . For many, it’s not just about sightseeing — it's about broadening one’s
perspective, understanding (2) , and sometimes even re-evaluating (3)
Travel, in a sense, becomes a form of (4) that no classroom can provide.

3 Do vou think travelling abroad is better than travelling domestically?

deeper connection expands your horizons gain exposure to in your roots
Not necessarily. International travel can be a great way to (5) new lifestyles and worldviews,
but domestic trips often provide a (6) with one’s own heritage and identity. Personally, I
believe both kinds of travel serve different purposes — one (7) outward, while the other

grounds you (8)

) How has technology changed the way people travel?
accessible and efficient accommeodation and reviews digital navigation tools  spontaneity and mystery

Technology has completely transformed the travel experience. Nowadays, we rely on

(9) ; instant translation apps, and online platforms for
(10) . This convenience has made travel more (11) .
though some might argue it has taken away the sense of (12) that used to define
adventure,

[ Do vou think travel will change in the future?

cultural authenticity environmental awareness mindful tourism personal growth
Absolutely. 1 think we'll see a shift towards sustainable and (13) , where travellers prioritize
eco-friendly transport, local experiences, and (14) . With growing (15) i

mass tourism may give way to smaller, more meaningful journeys — ones focused on (16)

and environmental responsibility.
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IELTS Speaking Part 2 — Cue Card:

DESCRIBE A HOLIDAY YOU HAVE HAD THAT WAS SUCCESSFUL.
YOU SHOULD SAY:
“  When the holiday took place
Who you went with
@ Why it was successful

absolute serenity appreciation culturally enriching cultural immersion
life-changing trip rejuvenating escape stunning blend unexpected discoveries
I'd like to talk about a (1) I took to Kyoto, Japan, which was honestly a perfect example of a
(2) and emotionally rewarding holiday.

It was a solo journey I'd been dreaming about for years, and after months of saving and planning, it finally became a reality.

What made it so meaningful was that it offered a rare opportunity for self-discovery and (3) —

something I had never truly experienced before.

Ispent aweek exploringa(4) _of ancient temples, peaceful gardens, and vibrant markets. Each day
felt like a journey through history and tradition, and the Japanese people’s kindness added so much warmth to the
experience. The highlight for me was a quiet morning walk through the bamboo forest in Arashiyama — it was a moment
of (5) that made me feel completely present and alive.

What made the holiday truly successful was the perfect balance between structure and spontaneity. I had a rough plan, but

I also left room for (6) . Looking back, it was a (7) that broadened my
horizons and deepened my (8) for cultural diversity

change of scenery fell into place huge relief laid-back vibe

right ingredients short getaway well-balanced mix your batteries

I'm going to talk about a trip I took to Hoi An a couple of years ago, which turned out to be one of the most memorable

and satisfying holidays I've ever had.

Itwasal(9) with two close friends, and we went there right after finishing our university exams — so
you can imagine, it felt like a (10) after weeks of stress and sleepless nights. We just wanted a
(11) and a few days to completely switch off, and that’s exactly what we got.

Hoi An was stunning — a perfect blend of history, culture, and relaxation. We spent our mornings cycling around the old

town, afternoons by the beach, and evenings trying local dishes in little riverside restaurants. I think what made it so

special was the (12) of the place and the fact that everything just (13) — good
weather, great company, no hiccups at all.
Looking back, I'd say it was a (14)_ of fun and peace, the kind of trip that recharges
(15)__ a - and leaves you feeling grateful. It wasn't extravagant or luxurious, but it had the
(16) for a truly successful holiday — simplicity, spontaneity, and a genuine sense of joy.
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? IELTS Speaking Part 3 — Follow-Up Questions
Do you think people can learn something valuable from travelling to different places?
adaptability  diverse eye-opening globalized transformative well-rounded

Absolutely. Travelling, in my opinion, is one of the most effective forms of education. When you visit different places,

you're exposed to (1) cultures, lifestyles, and perspectives that no textbook could ever capture. You

learn how people live, think, and solve problems in completely different ways, which can be incredibly

(2)

For instance, spending time in another country teaches you tolerance, flexibility, and empathy — qualities that are

essential in today’s (3) world. Even small things, like navigating a new city or trying unfamiliar food,

build a sense of independence and (4)

So yes, travel can be more than just leisure — itcan be a (5) experience that shapes your worldview

and makes you a more (6) person.

How has social media influenced the way people travel?

aspirational based on double-edged sword hidden gems
immersing perceive travel true meaning within seconds
That's areally interesting question. I'd say social media has completely transformed the way people plan, experience, and

even (7) . These days, many people choose destinations (8) what they see online

— especially through influencers or travel bloggers. In a way, it's made travel more visual, more (9) i

and sometimes a bit competitive, because people want ta recreate those “picture-perfect” moments they see on Instagram.

On the positive side, social media has made information far more accessible. You can easily find (10) .

local recommendations, or honest reviews (11) . However, there's also a downside: it can make travel

feel superficial or performative, where people focus more on taking photos than actually (12)

themselves in the experience.

So overall, I think social mediais a (13) — it’s an incredible source of inspiration, but it can also distort
the (14) of travel if people aren't mindful.
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