Natural Resources
vs. Common Goods

Natural resources are elements
of nature that society uses to meet its
needs. However, the concept of
common goods offers a different and
more socially oriented perspective,
focused on collective ownership and

unrestricted  access  for  the
community. It challenges the notion of
natural  resources  as mere
commodities or private property.
Common goods—such as water or
air—are heritage elements and a
legacy for future generations that
must be preserved for everyone's
use.

What are natural resources?

They are all elements of nature
that people use. They may be
privately owned, publicly owned, or
exploited by companies. The notion of
“natural resource” is often associated
with the idea that nature serves as a
means for economic production and
profit.

What are common goods?

It is a more recent conceptual
proposal that seeks to overcome the
utilitarian view of natural resources.
They are goods that serve the

interests and needs of the entire
community.

They involve shared ownership
and public access to elements such
as water, air, or forests. Their use
should not prevent other members of
the community from using them.
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» Petroleum and Natural Gas:
Found mainly in Patagonia and
the northwest, these are key to
Argentina’s energy sector and
exports.

e Lithium: Argentina is part of the
“Lithium Triangle” (with Bolivia
and Chile), holding some of the
world’s largest reserves.

» Copper, Silver, Gold, Zinc, and
Aluminum: Widely mined
across the Andes and central
regions.

» Coal and Uranium: Used for
energy production and
industrial processes.
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