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OMLINE ACADEMY

Reading and Use of English part 7

1 You are going to read a newspaper article about a child genius, For questions 1-10,
choose from the sections (A-D). The sections may be chosen mare than once,

Which paragraph

says thal the writer found it hard (o establish rules?

suggests that the writer controlled how Leo spent his leisere ime?
describes an incident which shocked the writer?

gives an example of LE0'S Inventiveness?

states that the writer believed some people thought he wasn't Strict enaugh

with Leo?

GENIUS

A

1 My 11.year-old son Leo is a finalist in Channel 4's "Child Genius’
competition. For me, it caps a decade spent lparning how 1o
raise & chald whose intellect and indegendence of spirtf ssmply
aren't ordinary. It has boen rewardmg, bt it hasn't always

s been e¢asy. | was struck by Leo’s curiosity and ingepentence
of thought almast as soon as he could speak. When | tcld little
Leo somelhing be wauld hungrity anglyé it &nd respend with a
penetrating question. He learned to play Monopoly at four and
was 5000 baating me; at six, he had read the Odyssey, He wauld

ts 00 Jigsaw pulies withoud the peclures - because il was morne
chalienging. In fact, for every game he played. ha would make up
féw rules, onds that would make the games harder,

B
Leo's IQ was tesled on his 11th berthday. [t scored him in the lop
0.01 per cant of his age group. So yes, be is bright. | think | only

ts fully admitiod that to myself alter | saw Thase results. Nok having
other children, | had no real way of measuring Lea's infelligence,
And, also, | have 10 admil that part of md just waniod & standard
kid, Every patent wants thair child to sacialize well and make
friends. not 10 be a génius and potentindly difficult, Dascipling was

» challenging. Explaining 10 Leo that ha neadad to sid ina given
placa, eat a given meal, follow a given routing, he would irvariably
ask, " WhyT. And, often, he'd refuse. By the time he was four, i
was sometimes hard Lo tell if he was wildly creative, or merely
wild, | fell isclated. because many pasents and teachess assumed

s that Leo was allowed 10 60 just as he liked. The opposite was trua,

We woeked daily to imposa rovlines. But Leo was reluctant to go
along with arthing just Becauss ho was asked ta

refers to Leo's enquiring mind?

gives examples of Leo's stubbomness?

states thal the writer finds parenting Leo difficult but worthwhile?
suggests that the writar is confident that Leo will succeed in life?

says that finding the right environmant for Leo was kéy 1o his development?

Martin Buckley writes about his son Leo,
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B
-

a finalist on the TV series "Child Genius'.

c
There ang o course other downsides to having a very bright child.
Mot least of these is dealing wilh the education system, ['vo seen
 state schodls that are content to be of average standard, and
Qxpensive private schools with egually average teachers that
gan't make aliowances for students who hawe different nocds,
wehich | find alarrung. | will ngver forgat the ignorant taacher
who, in my hearing, patronized my six-year-okd when he rélerred
w 1o Shakespeare &5 & poel. He wrole prose,” she snapped.
Eventually, we found the nght school for hem. His frustration has
pone, he has malured, he has strong friendships, and his grages
arg mainty ‘4. A4 lagh, he's just an intelligent, apprepraataly
stimulated child, and achieving his potentsal,
D |
s 'Child Geniug™ has véry much cast me i the role of the pushy |
parent, but | would argus that | have simply been discriminating
Lea has seen litthe live television in his life; inslead, good stuff
oas DVDs and as many Books &3 be has wanted. Al si, b was
readang vedsions of the classics written for leenagers, and last
a5 woek wo watched Conalanus Eopethar. Shakespeare’s language
was nal a barrsar or him This Saptember, Leo goes 1o a highly
goademic sacondary schaol, and he plans (o g9 10 univgrsity.
He's strong in maths and English, and a keen actor. What will he
become, | wendar: a barrister, a doctor, a journalist? | toll ham ha
sa con be anylhing he wanls 16 e, and | beliewe i The programma
has confirmed my belief that raising a realty bright child is a task
saciety naither really undarstands nor supports
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