Tea or Coffee

1. Do Vietnamese people like to drink tea or A daily habit: it théi quen hing noby.
coffee? Daily / devli/: hdng ngay

- Well, | think coffee is more popular. You see,  Habit / hab.it/: théi quen

drinking a cup of coffee is a daily habit™ of many  mpyeference / prefacans/: s thich, sirua thich
Vietnamese people, and coffee shops can be

found at every corner in this city. Coffee is my

preference® too, just because il tastes belter.

2. Do you prepare tea or coffee for the guests at iCan't stand the bitterness / brt.a nas/: khong thé
home? chiu duge vi dang

- Although I'm more into coffee, | just offer tea “To ruin / ru 1n/: phé hiy

to my guests since many of them can’t stand the

bitterness® of coffee. Also, coffee contains a lot

of caffeine, which may make people stay awake

at night. Well, | don't want to ruin®their sleep.

3. When was the last time you drank tea or 0 S & et Mo o U/ b chuple philn. the
coffee? gau

-» Let me see, it probably was last weekend

when | hung out with some friends of mine. After

doing some shopping, we ended up at a small

coffee shop. You know, it was raining at that

time, and so enjoying a hot cup of coffee while

having chit-chat® was the best option.
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Chi dé tuong tr: weekends, visiting relatives, travelling/ holidays

Nhimg chu dé trén thutimg cé cing dang cau hoi vé hoat dong ban hay lam, do dé c6 thé
ding cach dien dat chung la di tré chuyén va thuong thuc tra/ ca phé

Vidu:

« What do you do when you visit your relatives?

« What do you often do on the weekends?

Tra Ioi: Well, we tend to have a chat while sipping a hot cup of tea.

Nhém chi dé khac cling c6 thé van dung y tutng la: concentration, sleep, staying up late
Vidu:

« What can help you concentrate better?

« What can affect your sleep?

Tra Ién: Having a cup of coffee which contains a lot of caffeine can help me stay mentally alert/
keep awake all night.
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Public Transportation

1. What' s the most popular means of
transportation in your hometown?

-» It's the bus, | would say. | see many students
in my university going to school by bus on a daily
basis™, simply because it's cheap. You know,
a bus ticket costs only around five thousand
VND, such an affordable price™ for anyone who
is living on a tight budget® and doesn't have
enough money to buy their own vehicle.

2. How often do you take buses?

- | use the bus almost everyday because like

| said, it's the cheapest way 1o get around even
though it's always overcrowded® and not very

punctual®.

3. Do you prefer public transportation or private
transportation?

-» | think a private vehicle is a better choice for
me. To be honest with you, | can get car-sick®
easily. If | travel a far distance” by bus or coach,
| will get a terrible headache and even vomit®.

4. Do you think people will drive more in the
future?

-» It's hard to say about the future but | hope
people will use more public transport instead of
cars and motorbikes. Driving more just makes
the air quality deteriorate ™, which negatively
affects people’s health.

"'On a daily basis: hang ngay
Vi du: On a daily basis, | operated au naturel.

@ Affordable price /a'f2..da bal prais/: mut gid phai
chang. cd thé chi tra dugc

Vi du: They are meeting consumer demand for
fashionable products at affordable prices.

@A tight budget: ngan sach han hep
Tight /tant/. ec hep

Budget / badz.1t/: ngan sach

Vidy: | am on a ight budget.

“To be overcrowded / auva'krao did/: d6ng nghit,
chat nich
Vidy: The pnsons are overcrowded

™ To be punctual / pank tfu.al/: ding gitr
Vidu: He's fairly punctual

#To get carsick /get 'ka sik/: bj say xe
Wdy If you know you are likely to get carsick, there are
several ways you can prevent it.

"o travel a far distance: di chuyén khoang cach xa
Travel / tr=val/: di chuyén

Far /far/: xa

Distance / dis.tans/: khoang cach

Vidu: Notably, men who travelled far distances for a job
obligation mainly stated travel for work

" Ta vomit / vom.t/: NGn, budn ndn
Vi du: He came home drunk and vomited all over the
kitchen floor.

®To deteriorate /dr tta.ri.a.rert/; Trd nén xau hon, 161
té hon

Vi du: The political situation in the region has detetio-
rated rapidly.

Chu dé twong ty: Travelling, holidays, driving

Nhom chi dé nay thong thutmg co dé cap dén nhimg cau hoi vé phuong thue di lai va do
d6 c6 thé dung chung y tuting vé phuong tién giao théng.
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1. Do you think you have changed a lot since you
were young?

- Of course yes, not to mention™ changes
regarding my physical look®, | would say that I'm
now more confident, talkative and social than |
was many years back. At that time, | was just so
shy that | hardly had any friends.

2. What positive change might happen in your
life in the next few years?

- Well, | cannot say anything now but | hope it
will be related to my career path™. You know, |
have just started my job for a couple of months.
Currently I'm trying to learn and gain experience
so that | can be offered a higher position with a
better salary in the near future.

3. Have there been a lot of changes in your
town/city?

-+ Without a doubt. HCMC is developing really
fast but at the same time, it is gradually
becoming a concrete jungle'®. | mean more and
more skyscrapers™ are being built and there

is less green in this city. Unfortunately, it's a
negative side.

Not to mention: khing ké dén
Mention / men_fan/: dé cép
Vidu: | promised never to mention the incident again

@Physical look / frz.x kal lok/: bé ngoai, ngoai hinh
Vi du: The physical look of the movie is a revelation of
a lost past.

PiCareer path: con dutmg sy nghiép

Career /ka nar/: su nghiép

Path /pa:8/: con duimg

Vi du: Ortiz's career path seemed equally unorthodox.

A concrete jungle: mét “khu rimg bé t16ng” (am chi
mdt khu vure vai nhigu toéa nha cao tang khong gian
tréng va cay xanh kha it)

Concrete / kon.kri-t/ bé téng

Jungle / d3an.gal/: rimg

Vidu: New York may be a concrete jungle, but it does
have some soil and sky

Mskyscraper / skar skrexpar/: Toa nha choc tri
Vidy: The restaurant is at the top of one of the big
downtown skyscrapers.

Chi dé tuong ty: Hometown, Cities

thanh phé dang sdng va do vay c6 thé .

,

Cac nhém chu dé nay thong thuting sé cé cau héi vé surthay déi dién ra & qué huong hoac
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1. When you were a child, did you ever go on
picnics?

-» No, | didn’t. Back then, my parents were so
busy with their farm work and so | remember
that during my childhood, | just studied hard on
weekdays and played hide and seek™ with some
other kids living next door after school.

2. How often do you go on pichics now?
-»Rarely. To tell you the truth, | am not really
interested in picnicking now. What's more, my
hectic schedule™® doesn't allow me to enjoy it. If |
have some days off, | just wanna sleep, you know,
to unwind a bit before getting back to work.

3. Where would people go for a picnic in your
country?

-» Well, | don't even care about it. Let me see,
maybe on a park or on the outskirts of the city.

| just can only think of these two places which
may be nice spots for a picnic. People can also
have a chance to unwind® and enjoy some fresh
air,

'Ta play hide and seek: choi tron tim
Hide /hamd/: trén

Seek /sik/: Tim

Vi du: We'd play hide and seek with guns.

@Hectic schedule: lich trinh ban ron
Hectic / hek tik/: Ban ron, 1at bat
Schedule /Jed3.ul/ : lich trinh

Vi du: Mr. Vas has a very hectic schedule.

B0 unwind /an'wamnd/ . thu gidn
Vidy A glass of wine in the evening helps me fo un-
wind after work.
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