Reading Section 1

@ Read the title and the first three paragraphs of the article below. Who are “Third culture kids’? Circle A,

B or C.

A children whose parents keep moving from country to country

B children living in a country neither of their parents come from

C children who have just arrived in a culture that is new to them

THIRD CULTURE KIDS

In a world where infernational careers are becoming
commonpiace, the phenomenon of third culture kids {TCKs) —
cheldren who spend a significant portion of their developmental
years in a culture oulside their parents’ passport culture(s) — is
increasing exponentially. Not only is their number increasing, but
the cultural complexity and relevance of their experience and the
adult TCKs (ATCKs) they become, is also growing.

When Ruth Hill Usaem, a sociologist, first coined this term in the
1950s, she spent a year researching expalriates in India. She
discovered that fofks who came from [heir home (or first) culture
and mowved to @ host (or second) culture, had, in reality, formed a
culture, or ifestyle, different from either the first or second cultures.
She called this the thind cufture and the children who grew up in
this ifestyle ‘third culture kids’. At that time, most expatriate familles
had parents from the same culture and they often remained in one
host culture while overseas,

This is no longer the case. Take, for example, Brice Royer, the
founder of TCKid.com. His father is a half-French/hali-Vietnamese
UN peacekeaper, whike his mom is Ethioptan. Brice lived in seven
countries before hi was sighteen including France, Mayotte, La
Réunion, Ethiopia, Egypt, Canada and England. He writes, ‘When
peaple ask me "Where are you from?” | just joke around and say,
“My mom says I'm from heaven” " What other answer can he give?
ATCK Elizabeth Dunbar's father, Roy, moved from Jamaica to
Britain s a young boy. Her mother, Hortense, was bomn in Britain
a5 the child of Jamaican immigrants who always planned to
repatriale ‘one day’. While Elizabeth began life in Britain, her dad's
internabonal career took the family lo the United States, then to
Venezueia and back io living in three different cities in the U.S. She
500N realised thal while racial diversity may be recognised, the
hidden cultural diversity of her ife remained invisible.

Despita such complexities, however, most ATCKs say their
experience of growing up among different cultural worlds has given
them many priceless gifts. They hawe seen the world and often
learnt several languages. Mora importantly, through friendships that
cross the usual racial, national or social barriers, they have also
leamed the very differenl ways people see fife, This offers a greal
opportunity 1o become social and cullural bridges between worlds
that traditionally would never connect. ATCK Mike! Jentzsch, author
of a best-selling book in Germany, Bioodbrothers ~ Our Friendship

@ Now read the whole text and answer Questions 1-13.

‘gender, they are alike.
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i Liberis, has a German passporl but grew up in Niger and then
Liberia. Before the Liberian civil war forced his family to leave, Mikel
piayed daily with those who were [ater forced o become soldiers for
that war. Through his eyes, the stories of those we would otherwise
overiock coma o e for the rest of us.

Understanding the TCK experience is aiso important for other
reasons. Many ATCKSs are now in positions of influence and power.
Their capacity to often think ‘outside the box" can offer new and
creative thinking for doing business and living in our globalising
world. Bul that same thinking can create fear for those who see the
world from a more traditional worid view. Neither the non-ATCKs nor
the ATCKs may recognise that there may be a cultural clash going
on because, by traditional measures of diversity such as race or

In addition, many people hear the benefits and chalienges of the
TCK profile described and wonder why they refale o it when they
néver lived overseas because of a parent's career. Usually, however,
they hava grown up cross-culturally in anolher way, perhaps as
children of immigrants, refugees, bi-racial or bi-cultural unions,
international adoptess, even children of minorities. If we sea

the TCK experience as a Petri dish of sorts — a place whers the
effects of growing up among many cultural workds accompanied
by a high degnee of mobility have been studied — then we can look
for what lessons may also be relevant to helping us understand
issves olher cross-cullural kids (CCKs) may also face. It is possible
we may discover thal we need to rethink our traditional ways of
defining diversity and identity. For some, as for TCKs_ ‘culture’ may
be something defined by shared experience rather than shared
nationality or ethnicity. In teling their stores and developing new
maodels for our changing world, many will be able o recognise

and use well the greal gifts of a cross-cultural chilkdhood and deal
successiully with the chalenges for their personal, communal and
corporate good.

@ Unit 1

seLIVEWORKSHEETS



Questions 1-6
Do the follourng statements agree with the information given in the reading passage?

Write

TRUE if the statement agrees with the informarfon

FALSE if the staterment contradicts the information |
NOT GIVEN  if there is no information on this

There is 4 close connection between careers and the number of TCKs.

An increasing number of people describe themselves as TCKs.

Ruth Hill Useem studied children in several eountries.

Ruth Hill Useem defined the third culture as a mixture of two parents’ original
culiures.

5 Brice Royer feels that he has benefited greatly from living in many different countries.
Elizabeth Dunbar felt that she had a culture thar was different from most people’s.
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Duestions 7-13
Complete the rable below,
Choose NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS from the passage for each answer.
THIRD CULTURE KIDS - ADVANTAGES AND RESULTS
Area Advantage for ATCKs Possible resuli
Friendships know how dilferent people can act as bridges between worlds
| 7 2 that are usually separate
Business creative thinking may cause 8 Among cerlain
people
can bead 109 . despite
similarities
Whaole experience knowledge of many cultural can teach us about problems faced by
worlds and a great deal of n of all kinds
o . -
current ideas of what both
12 mean may be
considered wrong
belief that culture depends on
13

Starting somewhere new @
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It’s good for you!

]

Reading Section 2

© Read through the article briefly. What does it mainly contain?
Circle A, B or C.

A advice an healthy eating
B facts about food and drink
C criticism of the food industry
€ Now read the texi carefully and answer Questions 1-13.

WHAT DO YOU KNOW ABOUT
THE FOOD YOU EAT?

A Mot of us tend not to think about what we eat. Sure,

C Other questions allow us to explore izsues that

wa might hive our favourite recipes, or worry about are relevant to everyone. For example, what's the
whether our food has been sprayed with pesticides, difference between sell-by dates and use-by dates? You
bt the processes and discoveries that have gone into might expect the answer o involve overcautious health
its production remain a closed book. Sorne, however, and safety regulation. But it's more complex than
think differently, Why. they wonder, is frozen milk that. The shelf life of food is actually determined by
yellow? Why does your mouth burn for longer when its manulfacturers, although lab tests and government
you eat chillies than when you sat mizstard? And what guidelings also come into play. Food s tested
would happen if you threw yourself into a swimming pertodically, at varsous temperatures, (o check the level
pool full of jelly? of bacterial spollage over a few hours or days — the
warmer it ks, the more likely your prawn sandwich is to
‘B It was for such people that New Scientizt developed make you ill. After the lab tests, producers set a use-by
Is “Last Word” colurmn, in which readers pose - and daie or n best-before date. Fresh shellfish need 1o be
answer - questions on all manner of abstruse sclentific comsumed by their use-by date (the date by which you
issues raised have simple answers For the questions beyond their best-before date (the date by which it's
shave, they would be: the riboflavin in milk begins best to eat them), although they might not taste as good
to crystallise; it depends on your taste - the relevant as they once did.

chemieal in mustard fs more casily washed sway by

your saliva; and, you'd float, but don't dive in headfirst! D The same rescarch explaing why even bottled mineral
water, which had previously lain underground for
decades, needs a besi-before date. The problem lsn't
the water, but the bottling process: either bacteria can
be introduced that multiply and. over time. contaminate
the water, or unpleasant chemicals, such as antimony,
lench into the water from the plastic botties.
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E Sometimes, this kind of scientific study takes us to
‘some strange places. For example, we now know
that the amount of oxygen in the air inside green
peppers is higher than in red (by a whopping 1.23
percent), probably due to the different rate at which
green peppers photosynthesise. The relevance of this
research is that green peppers will decay faster than
red ifkept in sunlight: higher oxygen levels provide
more resources 1o feed any bacteria that are present.
Generally, cooler environments preserve food best —
apart from tropical fruit. Banana skins, for example,
have evolved to survive in warm conditions, because
that is where they grow best. Anything below. 13.3°C
damages the membranes, releasing enzymes which
lead to skin blackening. To avoid a mushy banana,
keep it away from the chiller.

F ltis not just fears for our health that keep food
scientists busy. They are also involved in other areas.
Their precision has. for example, also been applied
to bottles — in particular. to the discovery that the
optimum number of sharp pointy bits on a bottle cap
is 21. Go on, count them. Years of trial and error led
to the internationally accepted German standard DIN
£099, which ensures that almost every bottle cap is
the same. This is because 21 is the ideal number when
you take into account the circumference of the cap. the
likelihood of its metal splitting, and the chances
of it sticking in the capping machine. So, next time
you open a bottle with a cap on it, pay homage to those
who bothered to find out, starting with William Painter.
in 1892

G Of course, some researchers do care about the mare:
serious stuff, driven by fear of the future and an ever-
increasing population on a warming, land-impoverished
planet. Sadly, New Scieatisr’s correspondents concluded
that there was no one foodstuffl that could feed the
world on its own. Howewer, they did come up with a
menu that could feed a family of four for 355 days a
vear, using only eight square metres of land. Rotating
crops (so that the soil didn’t lose one nutrient more
than any other) would be vital, as would ploughing
back dead plant matter and maintaining a vegetarian
diet. After that. you would need to grow crops that take
up very little space and grow vertically rather than
horizontally, if possible.

Questions 1-7
The reading passage has seven paragraphs, A-G.

Choose the correct heading for paragraphs A=-G
from the list of headings below.

iti Reasons that remain a mystery

vi Contrasting levels of interest in food
vii  The need lo change a system |

L

i Why a particular piece of information is
given

il An unsolved problem and a solution to a
problem

iv A source of information for some people
v Development work leading to a conclusion

iii  Information connected with keeping
certain kinds of food

ix How certain advice is decided on

x  [ldeas not put into practice

SO WM & W b e

Paragraph A LML
Paragraph B
Paragraph C
Paragraph D
Paragraph E
Paragraph F
Paragraph G

Questions 8-13
Choose TWO letters, A-E.
Questions §-9

Wihich TWO of the following are explained by the
writer in the text?

A
B

[

why the "Last Word" column was created

why use-by dates are more important than
sell-by dates

how to prevent bacteria getting into bottled
water

A way in which peppers are similar 10 bananas
why most bottle caps have a common feature
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