Ancient Egypt: Land of Pyramids and Pharaohs

Ancient Egypt was one of the world's first great civilizations. It began about 5,000 years ago along the Nile
River in northeastern Africa. The Nile was very important to the Egyptians. Every year, the river would flood

and leave behind rich, dark soil perfect for growing crops. The Egyptians called this rich soil "the gift of the
Nile."

The ancient Egyptians were ruled by kings called pharaohs. Pharaohs were very powerful and were treated like
gods. They lived in huge palaces and wore special crowns. One crown was red for Lower Egypt and another
was white for Upper Egypt. When pharaohs ruled all of Egypt. they wore a special double crown that was both
red and white.

When pharaohs died, they were buried in giant tombs called pyramids. The Egyptians believed in an afterlife,
which means they thought people lived on after death. They filled tombs with food, furniture, jewelry, and other
things the pharaoh might need in the next life.

The Great Pyramid of Giza is the most famous pyramid. It was built for Pharaoh Khufu about 4,500 years ago.
Workers moved over 2 million huge stone blocks to build it! Each block weighed as much as an elephant. The

pyramid was so well-built that it still stands today. It was the tallest building in the world for almost 4,000
years!

Next to the Great Pyramid stands the Great Sphinx, a huge statue with the body of a lion and the head of a
human. Many people think the face is of Pharaoh Khafre. The Sphinx is about as long as a football field.

Egyptians invented many useful things. They created a type of paper called papyrus from river plants. They also
made a picture writing system called hieroglyphics. Hieroglyphics used hundreds of small pictures to tell stories
and keep records. For many years, no one could read hieroglyphics until a special stone called the Rosetta Stone
was found in 1799,

Egyptian doctors were the best in the ancient world. They knew how to set broken bones and make medicine
from plants. They studied the human body carefully. They also wrapped dead bodies in cloth to make
mummies. First, they removed the brain and organs, then they dried the body with salt, and finally wrapped it in
long strips of linen cloth. Mummies could last for thousands of years!

Most Egyptians were farmers who grew wheat, barley, and vegetables. They used a tool called a shadoof to lift
water from the Nile to water their crops. Others were craftspeople who made pottery, furniture, and jewelry.
Some people became scribes who learned to read and write, which most Egyptians could not do. Being a scribe
was a good job because you didn't have to do hard physical work.

The ancient Egyptians loved games and sports. Children played with dolls, balls, and toy animals. Adults
enjoyed board games like Senet. They also had competitions in wrestling, archery, and boat racing on the Nile.

The ancient Egyptian civilization lasted for over 3,000 years before it finally ended when the Romans took

over. Today, we can still learn about this amazing civilization by studying their monuments, artifacts, and
writings. Scientists called archaeologists keep finding new discoveries about ancient Egypt even today!
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Vocabulary Questions
What does "civilization" mean in the first sentence of the passage?

A) A type of ancient building
B) An advanced society with culture, writing, and government
C) A group of pharaohs who ruled Egypt

D) The process of making mummies

What does the word "artifact" mean in the final paragraph?
A) A type of tool used to farm

B) A natural rock

C) An old object made by humans

D) A secret cave

Inference Questions
Why did the Egyptians fill the pharaohs’ tombs with items like food and furniture?

A) To give them away to the poor
B) To store them for the next king
C) Because they thought the pharaoh would need them in the afterlife

D) So they could sell them later
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Why was papyrus important in Ancient Egypt?
A) It was used to wrap mummies

B) It helped farmers grow crops

C) It was a strong building material

D) It allowed people to record stories and events

Predict Questions
What might happen if the Rosetta Stone had never been found?

A) People would have learned to fly
B) No one would know how to build pyramids
C) Hieroglyphics might still be a mystery today

D) Egypt would not be a desert

If a new pyramid was found underground, what might archaeologists expect to find inside?

A) A hidden zoo
B) A living pharaoh
C) Modern machines

D) Items the person might need in the afterlife
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Explain Questions

Why does the author mention both farming and games in the same text?
A) To confuse the reader

B) To show how boring life was in Egypt

C) To give a full picture of daily life in Ancient Egypt

D) To explain how Egyptians invented sports

How does the author show that pharaohs were important?

A) By describing their pets

B) By saying they were buried in small houses

C) By showing how they were treated like gods and buried in pyramids

D) By comparing them to farmers

Why was the Great Pyramid such an amazing achievement?
A) It was small and easy to build

B) It was built by just one person

C) It was made of wood

D) It used over 2 million heavy stone blocks and stood for thousands of years
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Retrieve Questions

What did Egyptians call the rich soil left by the Nile?
A) The crown of the Nile

B) The treasure of the river

C) The gift of the Nile

D) Pharaoh’s reward

What were the two crowns worn by pharaohs before they ruled all of Egypt?
A) Red and gold

B) White and red

C) Blue and green

D) Black and white

What tool did farmers use to lift water from the Nile?
A) A rope and pulley

B) A well

C) A shadoof

D) A jug
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Summarize Questions

Which event happened first in the passage?
A) The Rosetta Stone was found

B) Pharaoh Khufu’s pyramid was built

C) Romans took over Egypt

D) The Great Sphinx was carved

Which list shows the correct order of these events?

A) Ancient Egypt began — Pharaohs ruled — Great Pyramid built — Egypt ended
B) Egypt ended — Pharaohs ruled — Nile flooded — Pyramids built

C) Great Pyramid built — Ancient Egypt began — Nile flooded — Romans arrived

D) Pharaohs ruled — Great Pyramid built — Nile flooded — Ancient Egypt began

What is the best summary of the whole text?

A) Ancient Egyptians built lots of houses

B) The Nile was the most important part of Egypt

C) Ancient Egypt was a powerful civilization with great leaders, inventions, and beliefs

D) Egyptians only cared about farming and sports
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