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READING PASSAGE 1

Research mdmates that acquwltlon of a new Ianguage
has an innate component In other words some people
are naturally 'wired'. for. learning languages. A recent
study in the Journal of Neurolinguistics revealed that
nerve fibres m the nght hf:mmphcre of the brain were

more allgned in successful language learners. Thus, it

2. Ra soat néi dung «!— is thought that 'when the fibfés até aligned, information
xung quanh tym tif

"fibras are aligned",
cach dién dat khéc ciia traffic on the express lane on a freeway. The study by

flows quicker and without obstryction. It travels like

-Zhenghan Qi on native English speakers who were

learning Chinese clearly supports this idea.
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CHECK-UP

, Poc bai doc va chon dap an thich hop dé dién vao ché tréng.

©1 i the early 1800s, the French army developed a writing system using raised
dots on a page to convey, sounds This was intended to be used silently at
night when soldiers could not see, but it was cumpl:cated to learn. It required
cﬂmblnmg symbols 1rom mu!ilpie columns and rows. Later, the writing system
found its way to Loms Braﬂle an educator who had been blind in both eyes
since he was ycung Brallle thought the system could be used to allow blind
people to read and write. He redemgned it, changlng the twelve-dot letters to
six-dot letters so that they could be understood without shifting the fingers. He
also made it a direct translation of the alphabet. Louis Braille published his
system of writing in 1821. It transformed the lives of blind people, who were
from then on able to read, write, and enjoy an education.

_ The Invention of Braille
The French army created a system of writing that used raised dots to
communicate sounds, but it was hard to learn. Louis Bralilethought this system

could be used by the blind, so he rewsed it. He made the '[ _____________ ... have six
dots instead of twelve.

(A) columns
(B) rows
(C) letters

g Vocabulary —— -
1 convey v.van chuyén, truyén dat column n.cét row n. hang
find one's way to phr. tim cach dé ~
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-_:-"mak compansons between humans and anlmala and 1o.better ui _derstand-_-
o the ! re[éhonshlp between thern. One irnportant aspect of ‘this is- the issue of
animal rights. Many people suggest that animals should be granted more legal
rights, such as the right not to suffer unnecessarily. These same campaigners
believe that animals do not belong in laboratories and should not be utilised for
experimental purposes. This is patticularly relevant for mice and rats, which
togsther make up 95 per cent of all animals used'in labs. Some activists have
gone further. Steven Wise, a former Harvard professor, ‘has been fighting to
gram all great apes the status of individuals with’ Iegal rlghts and recently,
“several countries haue already expanded the nghis of 1hese ammals in their

constltulions e

Fighting for the Rights of Animals _

Some people think that animals should have more legal rights, including the
right to avoid pain. These activists also do not want animals to be used in 3
. They even want certain animals to. have the same rights as people.

For example a professor has been strnnng to give 4 _______________ Iegal rights.
A operations '_ B exb’érifﬂeh‘lﬁ ) '_"C"'treéi:tmén'is
D mice E individuals .. .. F apes .

& Vocabulary

03 anthropology n.nhan hoc grant v. cho, ban, cap, chap thuan laboratory n. phong thf nghigém
make up phr. chiém activist n. nha hoat dgéng great ape phr. vugn lén
status n, than phan, dja vj, cép bac constitution n. hién phap
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,' Poc bai doc va dién tif phit hgp vao ché tréng.

05 The rsland of Luzon m lhe F'hl.hpplnes is h(}me to the spectacular Taal Lake, a
: crater Iake formed in the aitermath af a vnlcanﬂ:: eruphon The Iake ma:nly sits in
. the caldera of Taa! voicano a large bowl-like hole that was formed after several
major eruptions of the votcano. 100,000-t0:500,000 years ago. However, unlike
o .other crater lakes, Taal Lake used to be connected to the sea by a river. This
| connection was, brokeﬂ due to an eruphon in 1754 as it hlncked the Pansipit
River which. connected the lake with the sea.

After lhls eruptlun water Ievels m the lake began io nsa and evemually, several
towns were submerged The remams of these tuwns can still be seen under the
water. The lake is home to several unique fish that were once sea creatures,
like the Lake Taal snake, which has-only been found here. The lake is also home
to an island known as Volcano Island, where recent eruptions have occurred.
The impact of these eruptions has shaped the island in a unique way. It has
its own crater, which is filled with a small lake called Crater Lake. Although
the volcano has been dormant since 1977, it is still known to be active. This is

- evident ®in the way the water of the lake is contmually heated by the volcanic

rocks beneath it.
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j : @ Vocabulary
- QS"._ 'rater lake phr hé rnuéng ndilita aftermath n, hau qua” eruption n. sy phun 'EHUf Iua]
ca!dera n. ham chao (phan tring lén dugc hinh thanh trén dinh nui lirta do sy phun trao)
. submerged a. ngap nudc, chim dugi nuéc dormant a. & trang thai ngu, khéng hoat dong
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, ‘Doc bai doc va chon dap an thich hgp dé dién vao ché tréng.

06 The counties of Cornwall and Devon in the south-west of England- were
historically rural regions, but in the 18th and 19th centuries this area was
reshaped by a massive mining boom. The two colinties were identified as
being rich in copper and tin, resulting in the construction of hundreds of deep-
lode mines-throughout Cornwall and West Devon.’ With these mines came
‘new towns, smallholdings, engine houses, foundries and ports; all of which

- contributed to the dramatic growth of the area's economy. At the height of this
boom, Cornwall and Devon were supplying two-thirds of the world's copper.

The copper crash of 1866 — when prices plummeted - was devastating to the
region, and it never recovered its dominance of the copper market. Many
mines were abandoned, some of which remain largely untouched to this day.
The historical significance of these mines was commemorated by UNESCO,
who has declared the area a World Heritage Site. In rewarding this status,
UNESCO recognised the well-preserved condition of many of the mines, along
with the importance of the region culturally and economically. The technology
that was developed in these mines spread across the globe, often through
Cornishv miners travelling to far-flung locations to impart their knowledge of
mining technigues.

The cultural and economic significance of the mines to the region itself is
now celebrated in the Redruth Pasty & Mining Festival. This annual festival
in the Cornish town of Redruth honours the miners, with particular emphasis
on those who lost their lives down the mines. The festival also pays tribute
to the importance of the Cornish Pasty — a baked pastry filled with beef and
vegetables — 1o the culture of the area. Miners would take these down the
mines, as they could be eaten wnhout cuﬂery and formed a compiete nutrient-
rich meal. ST ' : : '

Pk At
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READING PASSAGE 1

From the Traditional to the Modern:
The Development of Modern Dance

Dance was once a very traditional and conventional art form, but that changed with the
introduction of modern dance, which expanded the limits of what was possible in dance.
Around the beginning of the 20th century, modern dance arose out of the avant-garde
movement. Avant-garde dance was a form of innovative expression. It did not require
dancers to perform in a conventional ballet costume. Rather, it allowed them to wear
casual clothes, such as T-shirts and jeans, in order to express the feeling of everyday
life. Most importantly, avant-garde dance was often performed in parks, churches and
on the street. This contrasted with traditional dance, which was performed in official
places like concert halls. -

Indeed, the basic formats of traditional and modern dance were remarkably different.
The traditional approach followed a systematic form and had a story to the dance, which
was almost always produced by choreographers. Modern dance, on the other hand,
needed only music and relied on improvisation. Occasionally, it did not even require
this and sometimes took on the form of an interpretive dance. Avant-garde dance
appealed to various audiences, including those who were not knowledgeable or refined
patrons of the arts. Thus, whoever was interested and had an open mind could enjoy
avant-garde dance.

An important stylistic difference in avant-garde dance was the way dancers chose
to express themselves. For instance, they sometimes talked during the dance’
performance. Dance companies found new ways to incorporate their dancers' art in a
broader performing context. One way in which this was reflected was in their choice of
company names. Before the avant-garde movement, troupes were largely named after
their resident choreographer, resulting in names such as "Zeferelli's Dance Gompany'
or The Radoyanov Ballet Troupe'. However, after the development of the movement,
they took on unrelated, or mote meaningful, titles like ‘Acme’, which means 'pinnacle'.
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A - convemmnai a. theo tap quan, mang tin phongtu;: avant-garde 4. taen phong,tuen tlén

§ I .'chureographer . ‘bien ddo maa . “improvisation n. sy ngAu hung,suung Bl
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There is always one queen in a hive,
and she is significantly larger than a
warker bee and longer than a drone,
the non-working male bee. However,
her wings are much shorter than her
body and cannot cover her long and

tapered abdomen. She has sparkling .

gold hairs on her shiny body. The
queen also has a sting; but, unlike the

aggressive workers, she does not fight -
hive ‘intruders. ‘Her sting is only used -
to fight rival queens. Furthermore, she -

does not go out to get pollen, nectar, or
water, and therefore has no anatomical
structures for gathering these things.
Finally, as a queen, she usually does
not feed herself.

Queens emit several pheromones
that regulate the activity of the hive.
Arguably, the most important of
these is the 'queen substance', which
suppresses the reproductive systems
of other temale bees, inhibiting them
from building queen cells of their

own and laying eggs. In this way, the

pheromone ensures that the queen
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is the only reproductive female in
the hive, and it also serves to attract
drones for mating with her. The
queen substance also keeps the bees

- together .when_the queen |eaves the

hive with the swarm. Swarming occurs
when the old queen leaves to colonise
a new area. Approximately 60 per
cent of the bees follow her, while the
others stay to ‘maintain the old hive
and'nurture a new queen.

Additional pheromones produced by
the qﬁéen are influentiat in stimulating
comb building and the rearing of
offspring. In the case of comb building,
a siudy led by M. N. Ledoux at Simon
Fraser University discovered that the
specific chemicals that stimulate comb
building are only produced in high
quantities by queens that have mated.
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