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Passive Voice
 lines The passive is formed with the appropriate tense of the verb 1o be + past participle. Only transitive
a tick verbs (verbs which take an object) can be put into the passive.
10t be
Active Voice Passive Voice
Present Simple He gives lectures. Lectures are given.
o Present Continuous  He is giving a lecture. A lecture js being given.

500— Past Simple He gave a lecture. A lecture was given.

- Past Continuous He was giving a lecture. A lecture was being given.

=1 Future Simple He will give a lecture. A lecture will be given.

=32 Present Perfect He has given a lecture. A lecture has been given.

—_43_ Past Perfect He had given a leciure. A lecture had been given.

aa Future Perfect He will have given a lecture. A lecture will have been given.
= 45‘: Present Infinitive He should give a lecture. A lecture should be given.
=S Perfect Infinitive He should have given a leclure. A lecture should have been given.
= e «ing form She remembers him giving a lecture. She remembers a lecture being given.
. Perfect -ing form Having given the lecture, ... The lecture having been given, ...

_A8 modal + be + p.p. He must give a lecture. The lecture must be given.

a9
—50__ » Present Perfect Continuous, Future Continuous and Past Perfect Continuous are not normally used
T iE in the passive.
~ 52 o Get is used in colloquial English instead of be to express something happening by accident.
‘='53"—' She’ll get killed if she goes on driving like that.

—bA=
—56_ Use
The passive is used: a) when the person who performs the action (agent) is unknown, unimportant
or obvious from the context Her flat was broken into yesterday. (by a burglar - obvious agent) b) to
emphasise the agent Her wedding dress was delivered to her by the dressmaker herself yesterday. c)
of each to make statements more formal or polite My dress has been ruined. (more polite than saying “You
have ruined my dress.) and d) when we are more interested in the action than the agent, such as in
iwer news reports, formal notices, instructions, processes, headlines, advertisements etc. A Chrisimas
bazaar will be held fomorrow.
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- a_) Put the verbs in brackets into the correct passive form.
= "55 1 Holland ...is said... (say) to be one of the prettiest countries in Europe.
= e L e LN — (tell) lies.
— 3 My television ........... N (deliver) tomorrow.

58 A NT=E g (2105 U N EO PP POYU SPTP (install) yesterday.
=a== bl Teachersoughl i s et PO T s {pay) a higher salary.
Do 6 Hotel FOOMS MUSE ... S (vacate) by 12 noon.

60 7 TRENVII isismmssinasbsms (sell) by public auction next week.
=i 8 She hopes her home .............. e g A {build) by May.
—o1 9 Heartbroak HOUS® ..........iciiiiviin (write) by George Bernard Shaw.

62 L e | T T e e i e {(respray) at the moment.
== 11 Hopefully, she ... (promote) by the end of next month.
=3 B2 RISET. s vemesersamemnemmssns srsties (teach) how to type when | was at school.

64 13 Your application should ..o {hand in) last Monday. It's too late now I'm afraid!
= 14 The wedding reception MUST ......cccoviecninccsrsenin e e (book) a month before the wedding.
:,55:_.3 15, ThebWlRing erssnmnmmsrsssanaymimiss (evacuate) ten minutes before the explosion took place.
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Changing from Active into Passive L Ge o

The object of the active verb becomes the subject in the passive sentence. The active verb changes
into a passive form and the subject of the active verb becomes the agent, which is either introduced 1 Whe
with “by” or is omitted. 2 The
3, The
Active Voice Passive Voice 4 The
subject verb object subject verb agent g E:’]?:}:
John posted  the letters. The letters were posted by John. ; ’Q’hh!
e
By + agent is used to say who or what did the action. She was knocked over by a car. With + instr 9 Hov
ment /material is used to say what the agent used or after past participles such as coloured 10 His
crammed, crowded, filled, flavoured, packed etc. She was killed with a hammer. By + agent is omitted 11 lca
when the agent is unknown, unimportant, obvious from the context or referred to by words such 12 A fe
as: someone, people, |, etc. They revealed the truth. = The truth was revealed. (“by them" is omitted) | 13 Joh
Verbs which take who objects (give, offer etc) form their passive in two ways; it is more usual fo 14 The
start the sentence with the person object, not the thing object. They offered Ann a bunch of flowers 15 Ab
= Ann was offered a bunch of flowers. (more usual than: A bunch of flowers was offered to Ann.) 16 Oul
Verbs followed by a preposition (accuse of, take down etc) take the preposition immediately after 17 The
them when turned into the passive. She took down the minutes of the meeting. = The minutes of the 18 The
meeting were taken down. 19 Hel
In passive questions with who, whom or which we do not omit by. 20 Wh
Who gave you this information? = Who were you given this information by? 21 An
Hear, help, make, see are followed by a to-infinitive in the passive. She made me work overtime. 29 Wk
= | was made to work overtime. Note that hear, see, watch can be followed by a present participle 23 Ar
in the active and passive. We saw her crying. = She was seen crying. 24 Ar
25 Thi
26 Wi

Change the sentences from the active into the passive. Omit the agent where it can be omitted. 27 Th

Santa Claus will leave your presents in the stocking. ... Your presents
will be left in the stocking by Santa Claus....

Bad organisation spoiled their holiday. ........ccvv i,
Teachers mark hundreds of exam papers every year. ......cccveeernniniinns
Whit wiete REmieo gt JUNet? o mvasoemmssismsassibmmnoo romysmsssssboss
You should dry your hair before you go out. .....ccccovvivevenninnn SRR
Youmustn ttal NimyARE TN ..o aimrams s tess e it s g nessrery
She likes people taking her to the theatre. ............cccoiviviiiiiiiieis
Why didn’t they give her the Job7 ...
She told them not to 18ll ARYONS., i mis s it
They should have:given Us 8 BONUS: .....cwemeersenreimmmnissarersesessnssnnassasens
The doctors will bring him in for an examination. ............c.cccceiiiiein
Fog has delayed all flights. ............. T R e e S
She didriitsend me amnmy PRGBS, .w s smmsmsoasmes b sy
She had cleaned the house before | got there. ..........cccoiveiiiiciienieenne.
When we arrived at the hotel, they had filled all the rooms. .........ccoe....
Whit haven't you'invited Man o the DarTY? to i i e s i i e v v e b s i s et
Paula will help you finish your project. ..o A S IS -
The mayor is opening the new community centre next week ..............................................................
We heard her complaining strongly to the manager. ........... — A R S SR S SRS
You can leave your bags at the left-luggage office. ..., R R i
Workmen found some antique vases in the Old NOUSE. ..o ieeeiinis i iisrsesesisseesissssesssnsesssssasnin

The architects have drawn up plans for the new library. ..., R B s :

Wha: Gave DIV TS TIEW BAET .ooue s cnmiusse sons sasisvass piasss vas snsss s pasmnsn sassshsvEsissnkio s s T T

They are going 1o set the Non Tree REME WBBI. - auo s i e e i e R F R e e m

What time do you expect him t0 @rriVET ... ettt a e s
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