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The incredible true story of fake news

Think about the last time you shared something on social media: perhaps it was a video of a celebrity
you admire being interviewed, a funny story or a surprising article. Before you clicked on 'share’, did you
stop and think: 'ls it true?' The internet is full of news stories, images and videos that may or may not be
real and, thanks to social media, these stories can reach thousands of people in a matter of minutes. 5

So is fake news a new thing?

No, it isn't. Just look at news headlines from the past everything from 'Aliens built the Egyptian
pyramids' to 'NASA faked moon landing'. These stories were broadcast on TV or published in
newspapers, so they didn't spread as rapidly as today. And maybe they weren't as believable.
Nowadays, fake news can be misleading about serious issues, and the most dangerous stories are the
ones that 'read' like they're true. There might be fake articles on climate change, lies about a public
figure or stories that report incorrect scientific claims. 10.

Why do websites post fake news?

Some websites post fake news stories to make money. When people visit the site, the companies 15
who advertise there pay the website a fee. Fake news can also promote the interests of big businesses.
Today most scientists agree that human activities cause global warming. However, some websites say
climate change is fake and attack environmental policies. These sites are usually sponsored by industries
with large carbon footprints!

Why do we believe fake news?

20 Fake news is not always easy to spot. In 2016, a news website published a false story about a famous
American politician. The story looked like it was from www.abc.com, a trusted and reliable news source
in America, so thousands of people shared it. Except both the story and the website were made-up.
Although it looked real, the website address had.co added at the end of it. It wasn't from ABC News, it
was from a fake website!

25 Convincing fake news stories like this are being posted more and more. Maybe it's not surprising that
a recent study by Stanford University found that teenagers were generally unable to tell the difference
between fake news and real news. Another study showed that people over 65 shared false stories seven
times more than 18-29 year olds.

What can we do?

30 We need to think critically about what we are reading and share responsibly. Try not to post
something just because it confirms your opinions. Investigate the claims made by the story, gather
information and confirm facts on other news sources. Only share stories that you know are true, which
are from sources you know are responsible. Someone once said, 'A lie can travel halfway round the
world before the truth can get its boots on.' And that's not fake news.
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Cau chuyén dang kinh ngac co thit vé tin gia

Hay nghi vé Iin cudi cling ban chia sé diéu gi d6 trén mang x3 hoi: co thé do 13 mot video vé mot ngudi
ndi ti€ng ban nguwdng md dang duoc phdng van, mot cu chuyén hai hudce hodc mot bai viét bat ngo.
Trwde khi ban nhap vao 'chia sé', ban cé dirng lai va nght: 'Biéu dé cé dang khéng?' Internet d3y ray
nhirng cau chuyén tin tire, hinh anh va video cé thé la that hodc khéng, va nhé vao mang x3 hdi, nhiing
cau chuy@n nay cé thé ti€p cdn hang ngan ngudi trong vai phut.

Vay tin gia c6 phai 12 didu mai?

Khéng, né khéng phai. Chi cin nhin vao cac tiéu dBé tin tirc trong qua khi tir 'Ngwdi ngodi hanh tinh xay
durng cac kim ty thap Ai Cap' dén 'NASA gid mao cudc dé bd 1én mét tring'. Nhitng cau chuyén nay dugc
phéat trén TV hodc xut ban trén bo, vi vay ching khéng lan truyén nhanh chéng nhw ngay nay. Va cé
thé chung khéng dang tin cdy nhw bay gio. Ngay nay, tin gia c6 thé gy hiéu [dm vé cac van dé nghiém
trong, va nhitng cau chuyén nguy hiém nhat 1a nhirng cau 'doc' nhu thé ching ding. C6 thé c6 céc bai
viét gia vé bién d&i khi hdu, nhirng 1&i ndi ddi vé modt nhan vat cong chiing hogc nhitng cau chuyén bao
cdo thong tin khoa hoc khdng chinh xac.

Tai sao cdc trang web lai dang tin gia?

Mét s6 trang web dang tin gia d€ ki€m tién. Khi moi ngudi truy cép vao trang, cac céng ty quang cao &
dé tra cho trang web mét khoan phi. Tin gia cling ¢ thé thic day lgi ich cla cdc doanh nghiép I&n. Ngay
nay, hau hét cac nha khoa hoc ddng v rang hoat déng clia con ngudi gy ra su néng |én toan ciu. Tuy
nhién, mét s6 trang web ndi rang bién déi khi hau 13 gia va tan céng cac chinh sich méi trwémng. Nhirng
trang nay thuang dugc tai tro béi cac nganh cd lugng carbon lén!

Tai sao ching ta lai tin vao tin gia?

Tin gia khéng phai lic nao cling dé phat hién. Vao nam 2016, mt trang web tin tirc da céng bd mot cau
chuyén sai s that v& mot chinh tri gia ndi ti€ng clia My. Cau chuyén tréng gidng nhu né dén tir
www.abc.com, mét ngudn tin tire dang tin cdy & M7, vi vy hang ngan ngudi d3 chia sé né. Nhung ¢
cau chuyén va trang web déu 13 gid! Mac di né trong giong that, dia chi trang web cé .co & cudi. N6
khéng phai tlr ABC News, ma la tir mét trang web gia!

Nhirng ciu chuyén tin gid thuyét phuc nhu thé nay ngay cang duoc ding nhiéu hon. C6 thé khéng ngac
nhién khi mét nghién citu gin day cla Dai hoc Stanford cho thay thanh thiéu nién thueng khdng thé
phén biét gitra tin gia va tin that. Mot nghién clu khéc cho thdy ngudi trén 65 tudi di chia sé nhitng cau
chuyén sai léch nhigu gdp bay I3n so véi nhitng ngudi tir 18-29 tudi.

Chung ta cé thé lam gi?

Chiing ta can suy nghi mdt cach phan bién vé nhirng gi minh doc va chia sé mét cach cd trach nhiém. C8
gang khong ding digu gi chi vi nd xac nhan quan diém cla ban. Digu tra cac tuyén bé duoc dua ra trong
cau chuyén, thu thap théng tin va xac nhén sw that tir cdc ngudn tin tive khac. Chi chia s& nhitng ciu
chuyén ma ban biét [a ddng, tir nhirng ngudn ma ban biét |3 ¢ trach nhiém. Co ai do tirng ndi: 'Mot |Gi
déi tra cé thé di vong quanh thé gigi trudc khi su that c6 thé mang gidy vao.' Va dé khdng phai la tin gi
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Multiple Choice Questions

1. What can spread quickly on social media?
A) True news
B) Fake news
C) BothAandB
D) None of the above
2. |sfake news a new problem?
A) Yes
B} Maybe
C) No
D) Onlyonline
3. Why do some websites post fake news?
A) To entertain
B) To make money
C) Toinform people
D) To help the environment
4, What do some fake news websites say about climate change?

A) ltis real

B) Itis important
C) Itis helpful

D) Itisfake

5. What did a false story about a politician look like?
A) It was short
B) It looked real
C) Itwas funny
D) It had no images
6. Who shared false stories more often?
A) Adults 30-50
B) Kids under 18
C) Teenagers
D) People over 65
7. What should we do before sharing news?
A) Ignore it
B} Checkifit's true
C) Share it right away
D) Change the title
8. What is one reason people believe fake news?
A} It's from famous people
B) It's hard to spot
C) It's always funny
D) It's popular
9. What advice is given about sharing articles?
A) Share any article
B) Share without reading
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C) Share only true stories
D) Share only if it's funny
What do we need to do with news stories?
A) Believe everything
B) Think critically
C} lIgnore them
D) Share all of them
What is the main point of the reading?
A) Fake news can be harmful
B) News is always true
C) Fake news is funny
D) Social media is bad
Why might someone create fake news?
A) To confuse people
B) To help others
C) To teach lessons
D) To earn money
How can people tell if news is real?
A) By looking at pictures
B) By guessing
C) By checking other sources
D) By asking friends
What happens when people share fake news?
A) They make friends
B) They help others
C) They spread false information
D) They learn more
What is a good habit when reading news?
A) Believing it right away
B) Not reading at all
C) Asking someone else
D) Reading carefully and checking facts
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True or False Questions

Fake news can spread quickly on social media. (True/False)
There is no fake news in the past. (True/False)
Some websites post fake news to earn money. (True/False)
Everyone can easily spot fake news. (True/False)
Older people share fake news more than younger people. (True/False)
We should share news without checking it first. (True/False)
Fake news can look very real. (True/False)
It is important to think critically about news. (True/False)
All news stories are true. (True/False)
. The reading suggests we should only share true stories. (True/False)
. People often believe fake news because it is hard to tell what's real. (True/False)
. Fake news only affects celebrities. (True/False)
. The internet makes it easier for fake news to spread. (True/False)
. We should ignore news that doesn’t match our opinions. (True/False)
. The truth travels slower than a lie. (True/False)
. There wasn't much fake news in the past. (True/False)
. Fake news sites make money from advertising. (True/False)
. Some companies sponsor fake or incorrect news. (True/False)
. It can be difficult to know if an article is fake. (True/False)
. A famous news website published fake news about a politician. (True/False)
. Older people are less likely than younger people to share fake news. (True/False)
. We might share fake news if it gives us information that we already believe. (True/False)
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