PRAGMATIC AND DISCOURSE INTENTION INFERENCE

Lisa walked into the office just as the meeting started. Mr. Carter, the manager, glanced at his
watch and said, "Nice of you fo join us, Lisa." She quickly took her seat, avoiding eye contact.
As the meeting continued, Mark’s phone buzzed for the third time. Annoyed, Mr. Carter sighed
and said, "Mark, this is the third time I've told you to turn off vour phone.” Mark mumbled an
apology and silenced his phone.

During the discussion, the team analyzed a proposal. After reviewing it, Mr. Carter said, "We
appreciate your effort, but this proposal needs significant improvement." The room fell silent.
Lisa took a deep breath and asked if they could submit a revised version. Mr. Carter nodded but
added, "I wouldn 't wait too long to make changes if I were you."

As the meeting ended, Lisa turned to her colleague and whispered, "Wow, I love being publicly
embarrassed."” She then packed her things and left the room.

QUESTIONS
1. What does Mr. Carter mean when he says, "Nice of vou to join us, Lisa.™

e A) He is suggesting that Lisa should take notes.

« B) He is genuinely happy to see Lisa.

« () He is politely reprimanding Lisa for being late.
« D) He is welcoming Lisa with enthusiasm.

2. What is implied when Mr. Carter tells Mark, "This is the third time I 've told you to turn
off vour phone.”?

« A) Mr. Carter does not mind the phone ringing.

« B) Mark is expected to answer an important call.

e () Mark is being reminded to follow a rule.

« D) Mark is being rewarded for keeping his phone on.

3. What is Mr. Carter’s communicative intention when he says, "We appreciate your effort,
but this proposal needs significant improvement."?

» A) He is accepting the proposal with minor changes.

e B) He is rejecting the proposal politely.

e () He is encouraging the team to submit the same proposal.
« D) He is complimenting the team’s effort.

4. What is the implied meaning of Mr. Carter’s statement, "/ wouldn 't wait too long to
make changes if { were you."?

» A) The team has unlimited time to improve the proposal.
e B) The proposal is perfect as it is.

» () The team has a strict deadline to revise the proposal.
» D) The proposal has already been accepted.

5. When Lisa whispers, "Wow, [ love being publicly embarrassed,” what does she actually
mean?

= A) She is being sarcastic and feels humiliated.
« B) She enjoys attention from her colleagues.

e () She is confident in her work.

« D) She is grateful for the feedback.
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