The Hollywood Blacklist

A Dark Chapter in Cinema History

In the late 1940s and 1950s, the U.S. was in the middle of the Cold War. Many Americans
feared that communism could spread in their country. During this time, the U.S. government
investigated people they suspected of having communist beliefs. Hollywood was one of the

industries affected by this.

In 1947, ten screenwriters and directors, later known as The Hollywood Ten, refused to answer
questions from the government about their political beliefs. As a result, they were sent to prison
and later blacklisted, meaning they were banned from working in the film industry. Over time,
the list grew to include more than 300 actors, writers, and filmmakers. Many lost their careers

forever.

Some blacklisted artists secretly continued working under fake names, while others had to leave
the U.S. to find work in Europe. The blacklist officially ended in the 1960s, but its impact lasted
for decades. Some of the people on the list were later proven innocent. Others had simply been

accused without evidence.

The Hollywood Blacklist remains one of the darkest moments in film history, reminding us of

the dangers of censorship and political fear.

Comprehension Questions

1. Why were some Hollywood filmmakers blacklisted?

2. What happened to The Hollywood Ten?

3. How did some blacklisted artists continue working?

4. When did the blacklist officially end?

5. What does the blacklist teach us about censorship?
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True or False

1. The blacklist was created to protect filmmakers from communist accusations.
TRUE /FALSE

The Hollywood Ten went to prison because they refused to cooperate. TRUE /FALSE
More than 500 actors and directors were blacklisted. TRUE /FALSE

Some blacklisted filmmakers worked under fake names. TRUE /FALSE

The blacklist ended in the 1950s. TRUE/FALSE
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