Present continuous (I am doing)

FJ Study this example situation:

Sarah is in her car. Sheis on herway to work.
she’s driving towork. (=Sheis driving ...

This means: she is driving now, at the time of speaking.
The action is not finished.

amy/is/are + -ing is the present continuous:

| am (=I'm) driving
he/she/it is (=he'setc) working
we/you/they are (=we'reetc.) doing efc.

w I am doing something = | started doing it and | haven’t finished; I'm in the middle of doing it.

Please don't make so much noise. I’'m trying towork. (not! try)
‘Where's Mark?" ‘He’s having a shower.” (not He has a shower)
Let's go outnow. Itisn’t raining any more. (not It doesn'train)
How's your new job? Are you enjoying it?

What's all that noise? What’s geingon? or What's happening?

Sometimes the action is not happening at the time of speaking. For example:

Steve is talking to a friend on the phone. He says:

" {"'m reading a really good book at the moment. |
~~— It'saboutamanwho... 4

Steve says I'm reading ... but he is not reading the book at
the time of speaking,

He means that he has started reading the book, but has not
finished it yet. He s in the middle of reading it.

-~

Some more examples:
Kate wants to work in Italy, so she’s learning Italian.
(but perhaps she isn't learing Italian at the time of speaking)
Some friends of mine are building their own house. They hope to finish it next summer.

You can use the present continuous with today / this week / this year etc. (periods around now):
&: You're working hard today. (not You work hard today)
B: Yes, | have a lot to do.
The company | work for isn’t doing so well this year.

We use the present continuous when we talk about a change that has started to happen. We often use
these verbs in this way:
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getting, becoming changing, improving
starting, beginning increasing, rising, falling, growing

Is your English getting better? (not Does your English get better)
The population of the world is increasing very fast. (notincreases)
At first | didn't like my job, but I’'m starting to enjoy it now. (not | start)
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Exercises

m What’s happening in the pictures? Choose from these verbs:

hide scratch take tie wave

cross

1 ..She's taking . a picture.

' He. ...ashoelace.

... his head.
-..behind a tree.
to somebody.

E The sentences on the right follow those on the left. Which sentence goes with which?

1 Please don’t make so much noise. a I'm getting hungry. L
2 We need to leave soon. b They're lying.
3 Idon’t have anywhere to live right now. It’s starting to rain. . —
4 | need to eat something soon. d They're trying to sell it.
5 Theydon’'t need their car any more. e It's getting late.
6 Things are not so good at work. i I'mtrying towork. b
7 Itisn't true what they say. g I'm staying with friends.
| We're going to get wet. h The company is losing maney.
m Write questions. Use the present continuous.
1 What's all that noise? .. What's happening? e (What / happen?)
2 WHAt's the MATEIT oo et s rseense e e | Y/ YOUL f €PYT)
3 Where's your MOther? oo e e e e | SN WOTK / tOd 2YT)
1 I haven't seen you for ages. ... (WHAE / YOU / do / these days?)
5 Amyisastudent: wossses ersnnssemire e s s what / shay/ stiidy?)
6 Whio arethose people? ow s s s (WHAE FEhoy / doT)
7 Iheard you started a newjob. T R L S A s R s e N BTN £ A1)

2 We'renotinahurry. .

. (why / you / walk / so fast?)

m Put the verb into the correct form, positive (I'm doing etc.) or negative (I'm not doing etc.).

Please don’t make so much noise. ..I'm_trying
2 Let'sgooutnow. .. l&E isn't raining
i You can turn off the radio. ...

4 Kate phoned last night. She's on hohday W|th fr:ends

a great time and doesn't want to come back.

5 Andrew started evening classes reCently. ...
6 Paul and Sarah have had an argument @Nd NOW ... .. s s s o i

to one another.
The situation is already very bad and now ..

(work) today He's taken the day off

{1/ try) to work.
(it / rain) any more.

A1/ listen) to it.
(She / have)

.. (He / learn) Japanese.
(they / speak)

it/ get) worse.

:l (I f look) for Soph;e Do you know where she is?

0 The Washmg machme has been repaired. .

J Ben isa student but hes not very happy. .

=
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1 think it's going to rain.

14 Dan has been in the same job fora long time. ... e

with it.

- (it f work) now.

- (They / bu:ld} anew hospital It will be finished next year.

. (He / enjoy) his course.
{The weather f change} Look at those clouds.
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