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Secrets Through Time: Cryptography

The Beginnings of Hidden Messages

Cryptography, or the art of hiding messages, is as old as
human history. Thousands of years ago, people
invented clever ways to keep their secrets (1).....c..eevnne.
In ancient Egypt, scribes used strange (2).....c.cccueee.. 1O
write secret messages on papyrus scrolls. The Greeks
created a tool called a scytale, which was a wooden
stick. A strip of leather with a message was wrapped
around the stick, and only someone with the same-
sized stick could read it.

The Middle Ages

During the Middle Ages, kings and spies used cipher
codes to send (3)........eeernn. They often wrote these
secrets on parchment and delivered them by trusted
messengers. A famous method was the Caesar Cipher,
named after Julius Caesar, who shifted the letters of the
alphabet to hide his messages. For example, "A"
became "D," "B" became "E," and so on. Without
(4)....cceene.e... the number of shifts, the message was
impossible to read.

The Renaissance and Beyond

In the 1500s, cryptography became even more
advanced. The Vigenére Cipher used a series of shifting
letters to make codes harder to crack. Messages were
written on paper and sometimes hidden inside
(5).sseiriieeerenees OF Objects like hollowed-out candles,
During wars, spies went to great lengths to disguise
their messages. Some even used invisible ink made
from lemon (6)................., which could only be read by
heating the paper.

World War Secrets

In the 20th century, cryptography became a matter of
life and death. During World War I, the German military
used a machine called the Enigma to create highly
complex codes. Allied forces worked tirelessly to break
these codes using early computers. Meanwhile,
(7).coevreeennnnen. SOMetimes hid messages in silk maps or
even hollow coins to avoid detection by the enemy.

Modern Cryptography

Today, cryptography is more advanced than ever. It's no
longer just about writing secret messages on paper.
Modern cryptography uses mathematics and
(8).rerererirnenne. t0 sSECUrE information. Every time you shop
online or send a private message, encryption keeps
your data safe. Instead of physical objects, digital
systems like SSL certificates or blockchain technology
protect your information from (9)..........cc.....

Why Cryptography Matters

Cryptography has shaped history by helping pecple
communicate in secret and protect valuable
information. Whether it's ancient scrolls, invisible ink, or
computer algorithms, the tools of cryptography have
evolved with technology.

Conclusion

From carved symbols on sticks to powerful digital
encryption, cryptography has come a long way. As the
world becomes maore (10)................., the art of hiding
messages will remain just as important as it was
thousands of years ago. Secrets, after all, will always
need protection.

Word Bank

soldiers, knowing, pulp, connected, safe, juice, messages, symbols, hackers, books, computers
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