Reading Worksheet
ML12 Science

Cats in Science: Furry Assistence

A Scientist’s Best Friend

Cats have always been mysterious and intelligent
animals, but did you know they have also played a role
in science? Over the years, some scientists have
{1)..cceevrereeenn. their cats in research papers, while others
simply found inspiration in their feline companions.
These stories show that science and cats have a special
connection.

F.D.C. Willard: The Feline Physicist

In 1975, physicist Jack H. Hetherington wrote a paper on
low-temperature physics. However, a (2)........cccovne.
pointed out that Hetherington had used "we"
throughout the text, even though he was the sole
author. Instead of rewriting the paper, he (3)........c........
to add a co-author - his Siamese cat! He named the cat
F.D.C. Willard, using "F.D.C." for "Felis Domesticus
Chester" (his cat’s full name) and "Willard" after the cat's
father. The paper was published, and for years, many
didn't (4).................. that one of the authors was actually
a cat!

Yuri Knorozov and His Furry Assistant

Yuri Knorozov, a Russian linguist, made a (5)......coerenns
discovery about Mayan writing. He proved that the
Mayan symbols were a phonetic system, similar to an
alphabet. Knorozov often credited his cat, Aspid (Asya
for short), for keeping him company while he worked.
He even joked that his cat helped him decode the
ancient texts, Some believe his love for cats influenced

Schradinger’s Cat: A Famous Thought Experiment
One of the most famous scientific ideas involving a cat
is Schrodinger's Cat. In 1935, physicist Erwin
Schrodinger created a thought experiment to explain
guantum mechanics. He imagined a cat inside a box
with a device that could release poison based on a
random atomic event. Until someone (7).....cceuvennnn. the
box, the cat could be considered both alive and dead at
the same time. Of course, no real cat was ever harmed,
but the idea became one of the most well-known
concepts in physics.

The Chemistry Cat

In the 19th century, French chemist Louis Pasteur,
famous for discovering pasteurization, loved cats. He
often had them in his laboratory, where they kept him
company during long (8)................... Some say that his
cats even helped by keeping mice away from important
research samples.

Why Scientists Love Cats

Cats have been a part of scientific history in many ways.
Some were included in research papers, while others
inspired great ideas. Their independent and
(9).eevrnrennnnnn NAture makes them perfect companions
for deep thinkers and researchers.

Conclusion

Whether as co-authors, (10).................., or thought
experiments, cats have left their mark on science. These
furry geniuses may not understand physics or

his unigue way of (6).................., which led to his major ; : s A
discovery chemistry, but they continue to inspire scientists in
' unexpected ways.
Word Bank

groundbreaking, thinking, experiments, included, realize, colleague, assistants, curious, opened,
decided, mice
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