Reading Worksheet
ML14 Society

Great Heists: Crimes That Shocked the World

Throughout history, some robberies have (1)................
the imagination of the public. These heists were daring,
thrilling, and sometimes, unbelievably clever. Whether
carried out by cunning masterminds or through sheer
luck, these crimes made headlines and often left people
in awe. Let's take a look at some of the most famous
heists in history and how they were eventually solved
(or not!).

The Great Train Robbery (1963)

One of the most famous heists in British history took
place in 1963. A gang of robbers carefully planned and
(2)...cccrurenr.. @ daring robbery of a Royal Mail train, which
was carrying a huge amount of cash. The gang stopped
the train by tampering with signals and made off with
£2.6 million (about £50 million today). The robbers used
various tricks to escape, but in the end, most of them
were caught and (3)................, though a few managed to
disappear with the loot. This daring heist became a
subject of films and books.

The Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum Heist (1990)
In one of the most famous unsolved heists, two thieves
(4)....coo....... @s police officers entered the Isabella
Stewart Gardner Museum in Boston in 1990. They stole
13 pieces of artwork worth around $500 million. The
stolen pieces included works by famous artists like
Vermeer and Rembrandt. Despite many years of
investigation, the artworks have never been
(5)...ccconennnn, @nd the case remains one of the greatest
art thefts in history. It's a mystery that still haunts the
museum and the art world today.

The Banco Central Burglary (2005)

In Brazil, in 2005, a group of thieves executed a
spectacular heist when they dug a tunnel from a rented
house to the Banco Central in Fortaleza. Over the
(6)........cec..... Of three months, they quietly dug their way
to the vault, which contained millions of dollars. On the
day of the heist, they emptied the vault of $70 million.
While some of the robbers were caught, most of the
stolen money was never recovered. It's considered one
of the most (7)................ heists in modern history.

The Hatton Garden Heist (2015)

In 2015, a group of elderly men (yes, elderly!) broke into
the famous Hatton Garden Safe Deposit Company in
London. The gang spent the Easter weekend
(8)...c0rvvnvnene. into the vault wall, and when they finished,
they had stolen an estimated £14 million in jewelry,
gold, and other valuables. The crime was planned with
great (9)................ and patience, but despite their
experience, the thieves were caught later that year, and
the stolen goods were mostly recovered.

Why Do Heists Fascinate Us?

Heists are thrilling because they mix cleverness, daring,
and sometimes a bit of luck. Some of these crimes were
solved, while others remain mysteries. They've inspired
movies, books, and countless discussions. The best
heists are those that (10)................ our sense of justice,
making us wonder: how did they get away with it?

The world of famous heists is full of excitement, but
remember, these crimes are not just stories - they are
real events with real consequences.

Word Bank

sophisticated, disguised, innocent, executed, challenge, course, drilling, arrested, captured,
precision, recovered
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