The Biggest River
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Before you read

1. Do you know where the Amazarn
River is?
Why is the Amazon Riverso
famous?

- What kinds of land and satdl
animals would you expect thsed il
vou visited the Amazon Ris e’

Reading

1 The Amazon River begins in the Andes Mountains in South America. It passes through
six countries before it reaches the Atlantic Ocean. It Is almost 6,500 kilometres long.
The Amazon Is the second longest river in the world. The Nile River, in Africa, is longer.
But the Amazon has more water in it than any other river. This is why it is called the
world’s biggest river.

2 There is so much water in the Amazon that when it reaches the sea this water travels
far out to sea. The water has a lot of mud in it, so it is brown. Five hundred years ago,
Spanish explorers on a ship 300 kilometres from land saw this brown water. They
followed it and found the Amazon River!

3 The river is very deep and very wide. In some places the river is so wide that a person
on one side cannot see the other side. When the river floods, it is even wider. I'he river
floods every year. Some people who live beside the river bulld their houses on rafts.
When the river rises, their houses rise too.

4 There are millions of fish In the Amazon River. One of these is the piranha with its
very sharp teeth, Piranhas hunt in groups. They usually eat other fish, but sometimes
they attack large animals or even people. They can eat a cow or a person in just a few
minutes!
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Vocabulary
A. Complete each sentence with the correct word or phrase.

passes through ~ mud follow sharp explorers

1. My son played football in the rain last Saturday. When he came home,
his clothes were covered in Y

2. When the first white came to the United States, they thought
they were in India. That’s why they called the native people ‘Indians’.

3. This train goes to London. It Oxford on the way.

4. 1 couldn’t cut my steak because my knife wasn't enough.

5. If you that path, it will take you to the top of the hill.

In other words
A. What is the main purpose of the passage? Circle 1, 2 or 3.

1. To compare the Amazon River to the Nile River.
2. To describe how the Amazon River was discovered.
3. To describe the Amazon River.

e ——————

B. Match each heading to the correct paragraph in the passage.

1. Paragraph Going fishing? Be careful!
2. Paragraph _ Mud guides explorers to the Amazon.
3. Paragraph ____ The biggest, but not the longest.

General understanding
Circle T for true or F for false for each of the following statements.

1. The Amazon is the world’s longest river. TIF
2. The Amazon carries brown water oul to sea. T/F
3. The Amazon never floods. T /¥
4. In some places the Amazon is so wide you cannot

see the other side. T/F
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