RESOURCE 8

1 @D1.15 complete the lecture with one word in each gap.

Climate change myths and facts

2CLISTENING AND VOCABULARY
(Audio script: extra activities)

\

Climate change

Scientists have been telling us Tor decades that the
Earth's climate is changing. A recent report warned that
temperatures are likely rise by three degrees
by the end of this century, which is almost certain to
tatastrophm for the planet Despite such
clear statements, there is still a lot of misinformation out
there, I'm 3 to be talking about some comman
misunderstandings and what the facts of the matter are,

To begin with, | would say that one of the key reasons
for confusion is that the media often feels that they need
__thetopicina balanced way. Of
course, this is generally a positive thing, However, in the
rase’ climate change, it means that when

a News programme, say, has a scientist talking about how
climate change is creating scorching temperatures or
tarrential rain, they often also invite an expert onto the
programme 8 denies that these freak weather
canditions have anything to do with global heating. It looks
and sounds to the viewer 7 if about fifty
percent of scientists are on each side, when, in reality,
ninety-seven percent of scientists agree that climate change
is happening. In other words, pecple are told, incorrectly,

that scientific experts don't agree over Climate change, when,

_fact, they almost universally do.

The second thing that people often tend to think

whenever we happen to have sub-zero temperatures is that

the earth isn't actually getting warmer, Anyone who believes

this needs to look at the overall weather trends The fact

is that the last few years? been some of

the hottest since records began in the 1880s and the

Ew;jencD suggests that it's going to cantinue to get hotter
hotter. Surprisingly, we may also get more

Snowfall precisely because it's getting warmer, Because

it's warmer, and 11 is less ice overall, there is

actually more water in the atmosphere, which can then come

down as heavy snow.

Then there are the people who accept that the climate
is changing, but think thatit's something that's happening

naturally, rather 12 because of anything we
fumans are doing. It is certainly true that a2 variety of
factors can affect the climate. For example, variations in
temperature have happened 3 aresultof
changes in the amount of energy from the sun reaching

the earth and volcanic eruptions. But, please take note,
these changes have happened very slowly over thousands
ar millions ar years, whereas we've seen a huge and rapid
increase in greenhiouse gases 4 as carbon
dioxide since the Industrial Revolution, starting in the 1760s.
These gases are widely known to trap heat and make the
planet warmer. It is clear that industrialisation has caused
this increase in greenhouse gases, especially when we note
hiow much faster the greenhouse effect has 3

happening since the 1950s.

Finally, some people accept the reality of climate change,
and even that it is caused by human activity, but they
maintain that carbon dioxide is actually a positive thing
overall. Certainly, more carbon dioxide in the atmosphere
does encourage plants to grow, and there is evidence that
Earth has become greener as a result. However, as higher
levels of carbon dioxide trapped in the atmosphere also cause
heatwaves and freak storms, any benefit is lost as these will
lead to crops being damaged ar lost.

Similarly, peaple argue that higher temperatures mean
fewer people will die of cold in the winter, This is probably
true for people in northern Eurape, but in other hotter places,
such as Africa or South America, the number of people dying
of heat will increase. So, to sum up, when talking about

any benefits of climate change, we 1o ask
ourselves; ‘Who benefits and for how long?”

2 Look at the expressions in bold in the lecture. In pairs, discuss how you say them in your language.
Then write example sentences or mini-conversations with the expressions.
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