Reading Worksheet
ML2 Houses

Mészdros Szdfia

Nomad Life - The Traditional Ger

The ger, or yurt, is the traditional home of
Mongolian nomads. These portable dwellings are
designed to be easily assembled and
disassembled, allowing the families to move with
their animals as the seasons change. A typical ger
is circular in shape and is made from a wooden
frame covered with layers of felt and canvas, which
help keep it warm during Mongolia's harsh
winters.

The entrance of the ger always faces (1)__,
which is a traditional practice to protect the
interior from the cold winds. Upon entering, the
space inside is surprisingly well-organized. The
floor is usually made of wood or covered with
(2)_, which make it both practical and
comfortable. The walls of the ger are lined with
colorful tapestries or felt to add insulation and
decoration.

At the center of the geris a(3)____, used for
cooking and heating. It is the most important
feature of the ger, providing warmth and a place
to prepare food. Surrounding the central stove,
the furniture is arranged in a traditional pattern.

On the right side of the entrance, there is usually a
low (4)_____table used for meals. The family
gathers here to eat, drink tea, and talk. Around the
table are small wooden (5)____for sitting. This area
is typically where guests are welcomed and served
food.

On the opposite side of the ger, you will find the
sleeping area. Instead of Western-style beds,
people sleep on raised wooden platforms covered
with (6) and cushions. These platforms can
also be used for sitting during the day. Near the
sleeping area, there are often trunks or (7)____ for
storing clothes, blankets, and other household
items.

Decorations in the ger are often minimal but
meaningful. Family heirlooms, religious items, and
(8) are usually placed on shelves or hung on
the walls. The simplicity of the furniture and layout
reflects the nomadic lifestyle of the Mongolian
people, where everything has a purpose and can
be easily packed up when it's time to move.

The roof of the ger is supported by wooden poles,
which meet in the center to form a circular (9)___,
which lets in light and allows the smoke to escape.
It can be can be opened or closed depending on
the weather. The walls and roof are tightly secured
with ropes made of animal hair, which makes the
ger sturdy and able to withstand strong winds.

Outside the ger, there is often an area where the
family keeps their (10)____, such as horses, sheep,
and goats. These animals provide the family with
milk, meat, and wool, which are essential to their
daily lives.

Word Bank

wooden, stove, stools, chests, opening, livestock, rugs, south, tools, blankets
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