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Read the text and decide if each statement (1-10) is True (A), False (B) or Not Mentioned (C).

Greek law prohibits the sale of alcoholic drinks to children younger
than 18 years old, or their entry to bars and clubs. Yet these laws are
never enforced and, unfortunately, a lot of these places are even
getting away with selling potentially lethal adulterated spirits. Alcohol
consumption among teenagers in Greece is widespread, largely

because it is considered socially acceptable, even taking place in the
home. According to a study on youngsters aged up to 16 by the University Mental Health Research Institute
(UMHRI) in Athens, 94.1 percent of respondents in Greece had consumed alcohol at some point. “Alcohol-
related harm is the third biggest factor in the rise of morbidity and mortality in Europe. At the same time, it is a
legal and very widely available product that is economically important to businesses and states. All of this
requires a multidimensional approach to the issue, but under no circumstances should we treat alcohol as
something innocent, especially when it comes to young people,” said a clinical psychologist. “Greece is a wine-
producing country and drinking wine or other alcoholic drinks is part of the country’s cultural heritage. You
cannot imagine a festive dinner without there being wine, beer or some form of alcohol on the table. The
question is how societies can hold onto the positive aspects of such cultural traits and avoid the harmful

w

consequences.” “Children in Greece first taste alcohol much sooner than in other European countries and many
parents actually encourage their children — wrongly, of course — to taste beer or wine at a very young age,”
added the clinical psychologist. This misguided practice tends to be spurred by the belief that it will take the
mystique out of alcohol and make children less eager to get their hands on it. However, it also breeds
familiarity with alcoholic drinks.
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STATEMENTS NOT
TRUE | FALSE MENTIONED

1. | In Greece, consuming alcohol at bars is legal for adolescents.

2. | Greek citizens always follow the rules concerning alcohol consumption.

3. | Alcohol consumption among teenagers is common in Greece.

Car accidents are the main cause of death in the EU according to a recent

% research conducted by the University Mental Health Research Institute.

5 In most European countries young people under the age of 18 have never
consumed alcohol.

6. Greek people's early exposure to alcohol is largely influenced by the country's

culture.

7. | Greek families commonly enjoy alcoholic beverages with their meals.

8. | Parents in Greece enjoy spending quality time with their children over dinner.

Societies must find a balance between the positive and negative aspects of alcohol

consumption.

10 Tasting alcohol from an early age makes young people more familiar with alcoholic
"| beverages.
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Use the correct form of the following words (A-K) to complete the gaps (11-20) as in the example.

A. | harm B. | cultural C. | legal D. | producing E. prohibit

F. | taste G. | acceptable H. | respondents I. | potentially Jd. society

K. | widely

EXAMPLE | The children stared at the fireworks with their mouth WIDE open in amazement.

¥t The city's vibrant atmosphere is a result of its population, where various customs
and traditions blend harmoniously.
The customs officers discovered a hidden compartment in the luggage containing a

12. significant amount of substances; it goes without saying that the man was
immediately arrested.

- Despite being a foreigner, her genuine kindness and willingness to help others have earned
her the respect and of everyone in the community.

4. Excessive consumption of sugary beverages can have effects on your overall
health, including an increased risk of obesity and dental problems.

- The chocolate cake was so incredibly that | couldn't stop eating, savouring every
bite of it.

i You can reduce the risk of health problems by choosing organic processed foods
that have a strictly controlled list of permitted additives.

- In the interest of maintaining confidentiality, it is strictly to share any sensitive
information from the meeting with external parties.

i In to the financial crisis, the government implemented a series of cost-cutting
measures to stabilize the economy.

1. The film team worked tirelessly to capture the stunning landscapes and bring the
director's vision to life on the big screen.
His consistent refusal to engage in conversations or participate in group activities displayed

20. clear signs of behaviour leading to his isolation from all of his colleagues and
friends.
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