SONG CHALLENGE (20 minutes) — B2-C1
@Teacher Del, EOI Sant Vicent

INSTRUCTIONS:

Break the class into groups of 4. Tell them they are going to read the lyrics of a song and try to guess the name of
the song & singer / band. The first group to decipher the code and guess the song and/ or singer wins the
challenge.

Hand out the slips of paper (PS: Take a deep breath. Students’ first reaction when they see the phonetic transcription
is memorable. But have faith. They overcome the shock quite quickly because a great deal of students can identify
most of the phonetic symbols at this level.)

Let them work for about 10 minutes. Move around and check they are on task. If a group gets the answer earlier
than estimated, ask them to look for the full lyrics online and discuss the message of the song.

When time's up, check the answers and reward the winning team. Play the song and ask each group to choose the
line they like best (if you use this activity to boost their motivation at the beginning of the course) or do other follow-

up activities (idioms/ specific vocab/ pronunciation).

Since | designed this activity for the welcome session, the focus was on having fun and listening to an inspirational
song. The transcription shouldn’t be a real challenge for them. I've selected different songs for each group.

GROUP 1

SONG CHALLENGE

daunt ju 'wari baut a B1n

koz 'evriBinz 'gona bi 2:1'raxt
'evriBInz 'gona bi 2:1'rart

ts gon' bi au-, bi 'av'ker (eii)

w3k ha:d, ple1 ha:d, d=ets di 'aunli wer (eii)
‘arma lrv mai larf lazk 'evri dexz @
'holader (eii)

tarm to 'selibrett (eii), tarm tu 'elvert
havld ap, wert

[Spanish: tres, cuatro, cinco, se1s]
texk 1t ta da top, top, top, lazk, u:

wi daunt stop, stop, ki:p on ‘'mu:vin
'mezkin mu:vz

teik a Jot, [ot, terk a [ot, texk a fju:

wi gon' ki:p pn 'du:zn wot wi du:

koz 'evriBin wil bi:

23U, 9U-2U, 2U-30, aU-3U

ke, eii-eii, eii-eii, 'au’kex

Resources:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mel9SUmWu2s
https://tophonetics.com/
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GROUP 2

SONG CHALLENGE

ar nauw jou fi:l 1t (fi:l 1t)

1f ju br'li:v 1t 8en jo keen

daz nav 'ri:z°n dat 81s larf ka:nt
bi: (1'lektrzk)

au, a1 kan si: 1t, si: 1t

1f ju br'li:v 1t den ju kaen

89z nav 'ri:z°n dat d1s laxf ka:nt
bi: (1'lektrk)

Ion raud, 'gota werz ta gau
teik 2 big step, bat jo not a'loun
koz wi got i:tf 'ada

daz sau mat ju:l dx'skava

hed stron, bat ja ha:t s 'stronga
ster ka:m 'wa:kmn Bru: da fara
a1 nau ja 'gona mertk 1t aut

dexl traz ta brig ju davn

(au) bat ju:v got da 'pava nav

Resources:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ojpTpT5i-PI
https://tophonetics.com/

GROUP 3

SONG CHALLENGE

1ts tu: taf? nao ks kju:zrz!

nav rks'kju:ziz!!! ju:v got ta bi ‘ru:Blas!!!
d1s 1z @ 'nju:a ju:, @ 'stronga 'v3:’n

get baek pn traek... stik ta jo 'pz:pas

rz' memba dat da ki: z kan'sistnsi

da 'ha:da da 'baet®] da 'swi:ta da 'viktari
r1'memba war ju 'sta:tid

O1nk 2'bauvt 1t 'evri 'ma:nm

ju wil metk 1t 6ru: da 'ha:dfzps

if ju put 2:l av ja ha:t n

sau r1' memba war ju 'sta;tid!

'naBzn gre1t s 'gaoIn ta kam f ju kwit
ar nau 1ts ha:d.

a1 nav ju a tarad.

aI nau It si:mz 1m’'posab?l,

bat ju mast ki:p 'gavin!

stk 1t aut... and get ja rr'wa:d.

Resources:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HoFizLtAZMo
https://tophonetics.com/
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GROUP 4

SONG CHALLENGE

ar brexk tra'dif"n

'snmtaimz mar trarz ar aut'sard d2 lainz
wi:v bi:n kan'd1°nd ta not mexk mr'sterks
bat a1 ka:nt lrv dat wer

‘stear1n at da bleenk pexds br'fa; ju:
‘aup®n aAp 02 'd3:ti 'windavu

let 83 san 1'lju:mznert 8a ws:dz dat ju kad
npt farnd

'ri:tfin fa 'samB1n 1n da 'dist®ns

sau klavz ju kan 'a:lmaust terst 1t

rt'li:s jar nh1'bifnz

fi:l 8a ren on ja skin

nav wan gls kan fi:l 1t fa ju:

‘aunli ju kan let 1t 1

nau wan gls, nau wan ls

kan spi:k 8a wa:dz on ja lzps

drentf jo:'self In w3:dz An'spauvk®n

Iv jo laxf wid a:mz ward 'aup®n

ta'der z wea ja buk bx'ginz

da rest s st1l an'rit°n

Resources:
https://www .youtube.com/watch?v=cFFBSSntZgs
https://tophonetics.com/
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KEY:

GROUP 1

SONG CHALLENGE

daunt ju 'wari baut a B1n

koz 'evriOznz 'gona bi 2:I'rart

'evriBinz 'gona bi 2:1'rart

1ts gon' bi au-, bi 'au'kez (eii)

w3:k ha:d, pler ha:d, d=ts §i 'aunli wer (eii)
'azma lv maz lazf lazk 'evri dexz a "holader (eii)
tarm ta 'selzbrezt (eii), tazm tu 'elivert

havld ap, wert

[Spanish: tres, cuatro, cinco, se1s]

texk rt to da top, top, top, lazk, u:

wi daunt stop, stop, ki:p bn 'mu:vin ‘'metkin
mu:vz

terk 3 [ot, [ot, terk a3 [ot, terk a fju:

wi gon' ki:p on 'du:zn wot wi du:

koz 'evriBm wil bi:

3u, 2U-2U, 2U-3U, V-3

kezi, eii-eii, eii-eii, 'av'ker

Don't you worry 'bout a thing

'Cause everything's gonna be alright
Everything's gonna be alright

It's gon' be o-, be okay (ayy)

Work hard, play hard, that's the only way (ayy)
I'ma live my life like every day's a holiday (ayy)
Time to celebrate (ayy), time to elevate

Hold up, wait

Tres, cuatro, cinco, seis

Take it to the top, top, top, like, ooh

Take a shat, shot, take a shot, take a few
Woe gon' keep on doin' what we do
'Cause everything will be

Oh, oh-oh, oh-oh, oh-oh

Kay, ayy-ayy, ayy-ayy, okay

Resources:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=me195UmWu2s

GROUP 2

SONG CHALLENGE

o jou fi:l 1t (fi:l 1t)
1'li:v 1t 3en ju kaen
au 'ri:z®n dat d1s larf ka:nt bi: (1'lektrik)
I kan si: 1t, si: 1t
1'li:v 1t 8en ju kaen
au 'ri:z°n dat 615 larf ka:nt bi: (r'lektrk)
ud, 'gots weiz ta gav
brg step, bat ja not a'lavn
i gotiY 'ada
au matf ju:l dr'skava
tron, bat ja ha:t s 'stronge
ka:m 'wo:kin Bru: da faia
U jo 'gona mezk 1t avt
traz ta brin ju davn
bat ju:v got da 'pava nau

I know you feel it (feel it)

If you believe it then you can

There's no reason that this life can't be (electric)
Oh, | can see it, see it

If you believe it then you can

There's no reason that this life can't be (electric)
long road, gotta ways to go

Take a big step, but you're not alone

'Cause we got each other

There's so much you'll discover

Head strong, but your heart is stronger

Stay calm walking through the fire

I know you're gonna make it out

they'll try to bring you down

(Oh) but you've got the power now

Resources:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0jpTpT5i-PI
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We don't stop, stop, keep on movin' makin' moves




GROUP 3

SONG CHALLENGE

Its tu: taf? nav 1ks'kju:ziz!

naw 1ks ' kju:zz!!! ju:v got ta bi 'ru:Blas!!!
d1s 1z @ 'nju:a ju:, 3 'stronga 'v3:[°n

get bak on traek... stik ta jo 'p3:pas
r1'memba dat da ki: z kan'sist®nsi

da 'ha:da do 'baet®l o 'swi:ta do 'viktari
r1'memba war ju 'sta:tid

B1nk a'bauvt 1t 'evri 'ma:nn

ju wil meik 1t Oru: 8a "ha:dfips

if ju put 2:l av ja ha:t n

sa0 ri' memba war ju ‘sta:tid!

'naB1n grert s 'gauvin ta kam 1f ju kwrt
a1 nau 1ts ha:d.

a1 nav ju a tarad.

ar nav 1t si:mz 1m'posab?l,

bat ju mast ki:p 'gavin!

stk It aot... and get ja rr'wa:d.

It's too tough? No excuses!

No excuses!!! You've got to be ruthless!!!
This is a newer you, a stronger version
Get back on track... Stick to your purpose
Remember that the key is consistency
The harder the battle the sweeter the victory
Remember why you started

Think about it every morning

You will make it through the hardships

If you put all of your heart in

So remember why you started!

Nothing great is going to come if you quit
I know it's hard.

I know you are tired.

I know it seems impossible,

But you must keep going!

Stick it out... and get your reward.

Resources:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HoFizLtAZMo

GROUP 4

SONG CHALLENGE

a1 brexk tra'dif*n

'sanmtaimz mar trazz ar aut'saxd da lainz
wi'v bi:n kan'd1f>nd ta not merk mr'stexks
bat ar ka:nt lv dat wez

'stear1n at da blaenk perds br'fa: ju:
‘aup®n aAp da 'da:ti 'windau

let da san 1'lju:minert §a wa:dz dat ju kad
not faznd

'ri:tftn fa 'samO1n 1n da 'dist®ns

sau klauz ju kan '2:imauwst texst 1t

rr'li:s jar 1nhr'bifPnz

fi:l 8a rern pbn ja skin

nau wan gls kan fi:l 1t fa ju:

‘aunli ju ken let it 1n

nau wan els, nau wan &ls

kan spi:k da ws:dz on ja lips

drentf jo:'self 1n w3:dz an'spauk®n

Iv ja larf wid a:mz ward 'aup°n

ta'der z wea ja buk br'ginz

da rest s st1l An'rt°n

I break tradition

Sometimes my tries are outside the lines
We've been conditioned to not make mistakes
But | can't live that way

Staring at the blank page before you

Open up the dirty window

Let the sun illuminate the words that you could
not find

Reaching for something in the distance

So close you can almost taste it

Release your inhibitions

Feel the rain on your skin

No one else can feel it for you

Only you can let it in

No one else, no one else

Can speak the words on your lips

Drench yourself in words unspoken

Live your life with arms wide open

Today is where your book begins

The rest is still unwritten

Resources:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cFFBSSntZgs
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