MINI SAGAS

Mini sagas

A mini saga is a story which must be told in exactly 50 words. The original idea
came from saence fiction writer Brian Aldiss and the British newspaper the
Daily Telegraph has run several mini-saga competitions.
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She recognized the writing on the envelope immediately . The Gypsy had
warned her that she had no future with this man, vet here he was - five

lonely vears after their last meeting, begging her to join him in New York.
She felt unbelievably happy as she stepped on board the Titenic.

He was worried. Unfortunately . since his wife's death his
teenage daughter had become increasingly difficult.

They had agreed 2.00 a.m. as the latest return time from nightclubs.
It was now 3.30.

He prepared himsell for confrontation as the door opened.

‘Dad!” she shouted angrily . ‘I've been frantic. You're late again .'
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‘He always has dinner at six.’ she told the maid. ‘No beef. He has

dessert in the garden. Fill the bath at eight - he goes to bed sarly .'
‘When will I meet the master?’ the maid asked, as she tripped

over a sleeping poodle.
‘You already have,” laughed the housekeeper. Gh”.w
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A) Read the four mini sagas and match them with the titles. You don't need to use one of the titles.

Generation gap - The last laugh - Good intentions - Written in the cards - Meeting the boss

B) Look at the highlighted adverbs or adverbial phrases in the stories. Think about what they mean and notice
their position in the sentence.

Write them in the correct place in the chart.

Types of adverbs

Time (when things happen, e.g. now)

Manner (how you do something, e.g. slowly)
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Frequency (how often something happens, e.g. always

sometimes)

Degree (describing/ modifying an adjective, e.g.

very)

Comment (giving an opinion about a phrase, e.g.

luckily)

1 [ don't understand you when you speak quickly. The driver was seriously injured.
2 1 never have breakfast. He's always late.
3 They'll be here soon. It rained all day yesterday.
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Use your instinct. Where should the adverb go in these sentences?

1) He speaks three languages. fluently

2) | have breakfast during the week. hardly ever
3) My brother was in a car crash, but he wasn't hurt. fortunately
4) It's often hot in Greece in July and August. extremely

5) When I know the date, I'll call you. straight away
VOCABULARY

Confusing adverbs and adverbial phrases

A) Match each pair of adverbs with a pair of sentences.

at the moment / actually especially / specially
ever/even hard/hardly

in the end/ at the end late/lately

near / nearly still/yet
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1) A - Her French isn't very good. She can say anything.

B - He works very at least ten hours a day.

2) A - My boss always arrives for meetings.

B - We haven't seen Mary . She's been very busy.

3)A- of the concert, everybody applauded.

B - | didn't want to go, but they persuaded me.

4) A =1 love all sports but basketball,

B - All her clothes are made for her in Paris.

5) A - She looks younger than me, but she's two years older.
B - He's unemployed , but he's looking for a job.

6) A-lt's stopped raining. We'll be able to leave soon.
B - Does your boyfriend live here?

7) A - Have you found a flat ?

B - No, we're looking.

8) A - Have you been to Texas?

B - I've been all over the USA - I've been to Alaska!
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