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Look at these examples:

What is the longest river in the world?
What was the most enjoyable holiday you've ever had?

Longest and most enjoyable are superlative forms.

The superlative form is -est or most ... . In general, we use -est for short words and most ..

longer words,

long — longest  hot— hottest  easy — easiest  hard — hardest
but most famous most boring most enjoyable  most difficult

A few superlative forms areirregular:
good — best bad — worst far — furthest or farthest

The rules are the same as those for the comparative — see Unit 105.
For spelling, see Appendix 6.

We normally use the (or my/your etc.) with a superlative:
Yesterday was the hottest day of the year.
The Louvre in Paris is one of the most famous museums in the world.
She is really nice — one of the nicest people | know.
What's the best movie you've ever seen, and what's the worst?
How old is your youngest child?

Compare the superlative and the comparative;
This hotel is the cheapest in town. (superiative)
It's cheaper than all the others in town. (comparative)
He's the most patient person |'ve ever met,
He's much more patient than | am.

oldest and eldest

The superlative of old is oldest:
That church is the oldest building in the town. (not the eldest)

We use eldest only when we talk about people in a family (you can also use oldest):
| Their eldest son is 13 yearsold. (or Theiroldest son)
Are you the eldest in your family? (or the oldest)

After superlatives we normally use in with places:
What's the longest river in the world? (not of the world)
We had a nice room. It was one of the best in the hotel. (not of the hatel)

We also use in for organisations and groups of people (a class / a company etc.):
Who is the youngest student in the class? (not of the class)

For a period of time (day, year etc.), we normally use of:
Yesterday was the hottest day of the year.
What was the happiest day of your life?

We often use the present perfect (| have done] after a superlative (see also Unit 8A);
What's the most important decision you’ve ever made?
That was the best hcliday I've had for a longtime.

w-fryﬂ;:nar.'.-]l_i'-u-.:_r cheaper / more expensive etc.| =* Units 105-107  elder =» Unit 106E

y1:J Superlative (the longest / the most enjoyable etc.)
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Exercises

m Complete the sentences. Use the superlative forms (-est or most ...) of the words in the box.

bad cheap good honest popular short tall

I We didn’t have much money, so we stayed at .. #1e cheapest  hotel in the town.
2 This building is 250 metres high, butit's not.....

3 S S AN T RN D VS comsimincssssusmont e e RS

4 What s ..
5 |like the rnornmg Forme |ts
6 Sarah always tells the truth. She s one c:-f

..in the city.
-day of my life.

..sportinyour country?

.. part of the day.
- people | know.

V) (e 1 11 TR S —— dlstancebetween two points.

Complete the sentences. Use a superlative (-est or most ...) or a comparative (-er or more ...).

1 We stayed at . the cheapest  hotel in the town. (cheap)
2 Qur hotel was ... cheaper . than all the others in the town. (cheap)

3 Iwasn't feeling well yesterday, but | feel a bit.... . today. (good)
4 What's... th|ngy0u ve ever bought? {expenswe}

5 Iprefertl’us charrto the otherone Its R e e (GO TO EAD I
& Amy and Ben have three daughters. .. .is 14 years old. (old)

T WO IS ThE s . Person you know7 {old}l
8 What's.. way to get to the station? (quick)
9 Which is .. — the bus or the train? (quick)

10 |can rememberwhen I was three years old It's... e IEMOTY. - (22rlY)

11 Everestis.. mc:-untamm the world It:s
than any other mountarh {h|gh}

12 A: This knifeisn’'t very sharp. Do you havea . s DR
BY N, 'S e . one I ha\re (sharp]

1: - Complete the sentences. Use a superlative (-est or most ...} + a preposition (of orin),

It's a very good room. It's...the best room in . the hotel.
) Brazilis avery large country. 'S v

5 Springis avery busy time for me. 10S .

In the following sentences use one of + a superlative + a preposition.
& It'savery good room. It's.. one of the best rooms in _ the hotel.

e S A T R o T T L
3 SHEE A T 0T ST ST SBITEYS o iiinesossiiissisosin s A
9 Itwas avery bad experience. IEWaS .
18 Its-avery fameus tniverSiny, THS s i S s

1 What do you say in these situations? Use a superlative + ever,

1 You've just been to the cinema. The movie was extremely boring. You tell your friend:

s DD L ATRETIE S
3 ltwasavery happy day. [EWas
4 Thistisaveryvaltable palatiing s s I i

my life.

.the museum.
... the year.

the country.
the class.
my life.

the world.

(boring / movie / ever / see) That's...the. most boring movie I've ever seen . . ... . .. .. ... .

» Someone has just told you a joke which you think is very funny. You say:
{funny / joke / ever / hear) That's ..

You're drinking coffee with a frrend It s really good coffee You say
(good / coffee [ ever [ taste) This .

4 You have just run ten kilometres. You ve never run further than thrs You say

(far / ever / run) That ..

5 You gave upyour job. Now you thmk th:s was a very bad m|5take You say.

(bad / mistake / ever / make) It .

& Your friend meets a lot ofpeople some ofthem famous ‘!ou ask your frren

(famous / person /ever / meet?) WHO
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