The Wise Old Conch
In a quiet corner of the Bahamian island of Eleuthera, there lived a wise old fisherman named
Mr. Bethel. He was known for his stories and his knowledge of the sea. Every day, children from
the village would gather around him, eager to hear his tales of the ocean, its creatures, and its
secrets.
One evening, Mr. Bethel told the children a special story. He spoke of a magical conch shell,
deep in the ocean, that could speak. This conch shell was unlike any other. It was said to have the
power to answer any question, but only if the person asking was truly seeking wisdom.
The children were amazed. "How do we find the conch, Mr. Bethel?" one boy asked eagerly.
Mr. Bethel smiled. "The conch cannot be found by those who search for riches or power. It can
only be found by those who seek knowledge and understanding. If you wish to find it, you must
learn to listen to the sea and understand its ways."
The children looked at each other, puzzled. How could they learn to listen to the sea?
Mr. Bethel explained, "The sea, like the conch, has its own language. The waves tell stories of
storms, the wind whispers secrets of faraway lands, and the fish know the hidden paths of the
deep. To find the conch, you must first learn to understand these things."
From that day on, the children began to pay attention to the sounds of the ocean. They listened to
the waves, watched the clouds, and noticed the patterns of the fish. They soon realized that Mr.
Bethel’s story wasn’t just about finding a magical conch—it was about discovering the wisdom
in the world around them.
3 Multiple Choice Questions:
1. What made the magical conch shell special?

A) It could grant wishes

B) It was made of gold

C) It could answer any question

D) It could make the sea calm

2. What did Mr. Bethel say was required to find the magical conch?

A) Seeking power

B) Listening to the sea
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C) Collecting shells
D) Following a treasure map
According to Mr. Bethel, what stories do the waves tell?
A) Stories of distant lands
B) Stories of hidden treasure
C) Stories of storms
D) Stories of ancient creatures

What did Mr. Bethel say the magical conch could do?

Why did Mr. Bethel tell the children they must learn to listen to the sea before they could
find the conch?

How do you think the children could apply what they learned from Mr. Bethel's story in
their everyday lives?

What do you think Mr. Bethel meant when he said the sea has its own language?

Do you think it’s more important to search for wisdom than for riches? Why or why not?
If you could add to the story, what other lessons might Mr. Bethel teach the children
about the sea?

How would you classify the characters in the story—are they seekers of wisdom, power,
or something else? Explain your reasoning.
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