When you're not home, nagging
(mazoibmeeie) little thoughts can start to
crowd your mind. Did I turn the coffee
maker off? Did I set the security alarm? Are
the kids doing their homework or watching
television?
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With a smart home. you could quiet all
of these worries with a quick trip online.
When you're home, the house takes care of
you by playmg your favourite song
whenever you walk 1n or turning down the
lights for a movie. Is it magic? No, it’s
advanced technology. Smart homes
connect all the devices in yowr home so
they can communicate with each other and
with you.

Anytling m your home that uses
electricity can be put on the home network.
Whether you give that command by voice,
remote control or computer, thehome reacts.

Here are a few more examples of cool
smart home tricks: Start heating the
bedroom before youget out of bedsothat it’s
mice and warm when you get up. Turn on the
coffee maker from bed. Feed your pets ona
schedule with a preset amount of food.
Program the television so that your chuldren
can watch only at certain times.

There are cameras that track your home
outside. A video door phone provides more
than a doorbell — you get a picture of who's
at the door. Motion sensors will send an
alert when there's movement around your
house, and they can even tell the difference

between pets and people. Door locks and
garage doors can open automatically as
your smartphone approaches. Door handles
can open with scanned fingerprints or a four-
digit code, noneed to look for house keys.

Moreover the most advanced garbage
bins can monitor what you throw away and
generate orders m online shops for
replacement. Refrigerators that create
dinner recipes based on the ingredients
stored nside.

Smart homes obviously make life easier
and more convenient. Whether you're at
work or on vacation, the smart home will
send data on what’s going on.

Smart homes also provide some energy
savings. The devices can go to “sleep™ and
wake up when commands are given. Lights
are automatically turned off when a person
leaves the room, and rooms can be heated
or cooled based on who's there at any given
mormment.

New technology promises great
advantages for an elderly person living
alone. Smarthomes could remindthe owner
whenit was imetotake medicine, contact the
hospital 1f they fell or feel bad and track how
much the person was eating,

A smart home probably sounds like a
mghtmare to those people not comfortable
with computers as sometiumes you may find
them difficult to operate.

Of course, there's also the question of
whether you need all this technology. Is our
society really so lazy that we can’t switch on
the lights? It's an interesting argument, but
smart homes are coming.

Questions

1.What is a smart house?

2.What are the + and — of a smart
house?

3.Why are smart houses getting
popular?

4.Will smart houses replace the typical
houses in the nearest future? Why(not)?
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