Name

Interesting Places and Events

8 Krakatoa

One of the most powerful volcanic explosions
in human history occurred in 1883. It
happened on the island of Krakatoa near Java.
This is in Indonesia. On August 27, after
half a million years of inactivity, Krakatoa
awoke with a roar. Three volcanic mountains
on the uninhabited island exploded. The
massive blast sent a cloud of ash, dust, steam,
and volcanic debris fifty miles high into the
atmosphere.

More explosions and violent earthquakes
occurred. The explosive force created winds
that circled the globe seven times. But the
worst was yet to come. The explosion caused
giant waves called tsunamis. They roared
across the water and blasted the shores of
nearby islands. Just one of these waves killed
10,000 people on a neighboring island thirty

miles away. At least 36,000 people were
killed altogether.

Ships that were far from shore were safe
from these waves. But near the coast, the
waves picked up boats and threw them onto
the land. Waves from the volcanic eruption
and earthquake were felt as far away as the
English Channel. Tsunamis were recorded in
South America, too.

A tremendous noise occurred when
three-quarters of the island collapsed into the
sea. (It was an island about the size of New
York’s Manhattan Island.) The sound was so
loud that people heard it 3,000 miles away.
The people in Texas who heard the explosion
thought it was gunfire. They were shocked to
learn that it came from half a world away.

Check Your Understanding

1. Which event occurred second in the sequence of events at Krakatoa?
. Three-quarters of the island collapsed into the sea.

. Three volcanic mountains exploded on Krakatoa.
. A cloud of debris blasted into the atmosphere.

d
b. Tsunamis hit neighboring islands.
c
d

2. Which of the following is a topic sentence?
a. paragraph one, first sentence
b. paragraph two, last sentence

¢. paragraph one, last sentence
d. paragraph three, last sentence

3. From the context of the passage, what are tsunamis?

a. giant earthquakes
b. giant ocean waves

¢. giant waves of sound
d. giant waves of lava

4. Which of these is the best summary of the entire passage?
a. An earthquake occurred on Krakatoa, putting many lives and homes at risk.
b. A violent volcanic eruption combined with earthquakes destroyed the island of Krakatoa and

caused enormous damage.

c. Waves of sound could be heard thousands of miles away. (
d. Tsunamis are giant waves that cause a lot of damage. ' /4
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